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DATE: March 14, 2012 
 
TO:  Washington State Board of Health Members 
 
FROM: Dr. Patricia Ortiz, Board Member 
 

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PLANS – IMMUNIZATION OF CHILD CARE AND 
SCHOOL CHILDREN AGAINST CERTAIN VACCINE PREVENTABLE 
DISEASES, Chapter 246-105 WAC 

 
 
 
Background and Summary: 
 
In July of 2006, the Board approved a motion to allow the Department of Health to implement a 
plan requiring the Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid, and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap) 
requirement for school entry. This plan allowed schools to phase-in a new immunization mandate 
(concerning the booster for tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis) until school year 2013-2014. 
However, to be consistent with recent Advisory Committee (ACIP) on Immunization Practice 
Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Recommendations, I propose this plan 
be updated in accordance with WAC 246-105-090. The Board uses the national immunization 
guidelines as a reference for the ages, intervals, and doses of the immunizations required in rule. 
According to the current rule (WAC 246-105-040) children entering school or child care must be 
immunized in accordance with the 2010 ACIP schedule.  
 
The 2012 ACIP schedule was recently released and includes an update to the recommended 
schedule for Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid, and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap).The 
routine recommendation for Tdap vaccination remains the same as the 2010 ACIP standard, i.e. a 
child who is fully vaccinated for Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (DTaP) by age  7 would still 
receive Tdap at 11-12 years old.  However, the 2012 ACIP schedule recommends that under-
vaccinated children aged 7-10 years old (who have too few DTaP doses before age  7) get a Tdap 
instead of Tetanus and Diphtheria Toxoids (Td) for a booster. The 2012 schedule also specifies 
that no interval is needed between the last tetanus/diphtheria “toxoid-containing” vaccine and 
Tdap. The existing rules, which use the 2010 schedule, require that the child wait five years from 
his/her last DTaP or Td shot and do not routinely recommend Tdap for children younger than 11 
years old.  
 
The ACIP changed its guidelines because additional data on the safety of Tdap vaccine at 
younger ages was made available, and the ACIP wanted to facilitate use of Tdap to reduce 
disease and risk of transmission to infants (who suffer the most severely from pertussis) given the 
persistent and even increased outbreaks of pertussis. This rationale is further explained in a 
Monthly Mortality Weekly Report, which I have included in your packets.  
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The rule refers to the 2010 ACIP schedule, so Tdap at age 7-10 years (instead of Td) is 
technically not allowed for school entry even though providers are already following the 2012 
ACIP recommendations. To remain consistent with the ACIP recommendations the Board should 
update WAC 246-105-040 to reference the 2012 ACIP recommendations. The Board should 
proceed with rulemaking under RCW 34.05.310 and hold a public hearing on a proposed rule 
change in June. It will also be necessary to update the implementation plan to allow schools 
sufficient time lead time to incorporate the planned rule change.  
 
Today I have asked Janna Bardi, manager of the Immunization and Child Profile Program at the 
Department of Health, to explain the rationale for addressing the change from Td to Tdap for 
children who are significantly behind on the schedule and to walk us through the proposed 
implementation plan.  
 

Recommended Board Action: 
 

(1) The Board approves the Department of Health plan implementing the Tdap 
requirement as described in the 2012 ACIP Recommended Immunization Schedule, in 
accordance with WAC 246-105-090. 

(2) The Board approves moving forward with rulemaking in accordance with RCW 
34.05.310, with the goal of updating the reference to the 2012 ACIP schedule in WAC 
246-105-040.  
 

 
Staff Contact: Tara Wolff 
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