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DATE: March 13, 2013 
 
TO:  Washington State Board of Health Members 
 
FROM: John Austin, Chair 
 
SUBJECT: HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE 
 
 
Background and Summary: 
 
For many years, the Board has been concerned about the lack of access to care for Washington 
state residents, and has included access to care as an ongoing priority area in its strategic plans.  
On March 23, 2010, President Obama signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  
This act was primarily focused on decreasing the number of uninsured Americans and reducing 
health care costs.   
 
The Act requires states to have a health benefits exchange, which can be implemented by the 
state or by the federal Department of Health and Human Services.  The purpose of the exchange 
is to enable each state to offer health benefits to individuals, families and small businesses. 
Under national health reform, states must have an Exchange in place by January 1, 2014.  

In 2011, the Washington state legislature established a state-based exchange model.  The Health 
Benefit Exchange Board is a “public-private partnership,” separate and distinct from the state.  It 
is responsible for creating the Washington Healthplanfinder.  This online marketplace will enable 
individuals, families and small businesses to compare and enroll in qualified health insurance 
plans. 

Nelly Kinsella, Communications Associate for the Washington State Health Benefit Exchange is 
here to share her Board’s work on Healthplanfinder.  She will describe their efforts to implement 
this part of health care reform by October 2013, some of its challenges, and what it means for 
Washington residents. 
 

Recommended Board Action: 
None. 
 
Staff Contact: 
Michelle Davis 
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