
My name is Barry Ellis. I am here today to address a situation which was not dealt with 

appropriately by Jefferson County Health Dept. 

 

My former girlfriend and myself took occupancy of a residence owned by Bent and 

Joanne Meyer located at 1507 31
st
 Street in Port Townsend in late April of 2011. During 

my fourteen months at this residence, I experienced internal bleeding, two emergency 

surgeries, numerous medical procedures, an attempted suicide by my former girlfriend 

and my fiancée required medical attention right after moving in with me. 

 

In April 2012, neighbors of ours, Denise Early and Paula Martin (Guardian ad Litem 

Jefferson County), told us that the owners had cleaned up remnants of a meth lab two 

weeks before I moved into this home. I then contacted Bent Meyer, the owner of the 

residence and he refused to address the situation but did tell me to move out immediately. 

When I asked for permission to have the premises tested for meth residue, I was locked 

out of the residence without a court order.   

 

I had contacted Marjorie Boyd at the Jefferson County Health Dept. and to my surprise, 

she stated there was nothing she could do except if the Port Townsend Police Dept. 

notified her or the owner. I had also contacted Sgt. Green at the Port Townsend Police 

Dept., and in essence was told, this was a civil matter. 

 

Before I was locked out of this residence, I removed items from the house and had them 

tested for meth residue and forwarded the results to Marjorie Boyd at the Jefferson 

County Health Dept., which were between two and twenty six times the legal limit (See 

exhibit A/B/C), and was again told there was nothing she could do.  

 

I then contacted Sgt. Kaare at the Port Townsend Police Dept. and he initiated a hazmat 

investigation report # 2013-00000872 (See exhibit D/E). In doing so, Sgt. Kaare spoke 

with the Jefferson County Health Dept., and was told not to open a case on this matter 

and in response Sgt. Kaare told them “I’m covering our ass on this one”, and opened a 

case number on it. Through a public disclosure request, I asked who Sgt. Kaare spoke 

with at Jefferson County Health Dept., but he could not recall (see exhibit F). I also spoke 

with Ms. Armstrong at the Dept. of Ecology, and she also forwarded the lab results to 

Jefferson County Health Dept. I received  letters from Mr. Jarrod Keefer, Marjorie Boyd 

and Christy Fiedler which I want to discuss now. 

 

In short, the letter from Ms. Fiedler reads: 

We do not have the authority to respond to this type of complaint except when it is 

referred to us from a law enforcement agency or the property owner. If we are requested 

by either law enforcement or a property owner to investigate a property for potential or 

known contamination, then we would carry out duties as outlined in RCW 64.44 and 

WAC 246-205 (See exhibit G).  

 

 

 

 



In short, the letter from Mr.Keefer reads: 

Jefferson County Public Health Dept. received the above referenced report from the City 

of Port Townsend Police Dept. on February 6, 2013. As we stated in our letter on 

November 2
nd

, upon referral or request by law enforcement and/or the propertyowner , 

we will post and inspect the site. We have yet to receive, from law enforcement or the 

property owner, a notification of potential contamination at that address due to the 

manufacture of illegal drugs ( See exhibit H).   

    

Exhibits D&E were the notificatons of potential and verified contamination given to 

Jefferson County Health Dept. in February 2013 by the Port Townsend Police Dept. and 

by the Washington State Dept.of Ecology. 

 

In a letter drafted by Mr. Keefer that was received through a public disclosure request 

(See exhibit I), Mr. Keefer refers to me as Mr.Dundee which is corrected in an email 

from David Alvarez (See exhibit J). The letter goes on to state that “the police report does 

not confirm that the site is an illegal drug manufacturing lab”. Our jurisdiction is limited 

to the illegal manfacture of drugs. I am now going to read the RCW, WAC and Jefferson 

County ordinance. Nowhere in these laws will you read or hear the term “illegal drug 

manufacturing lab”. 

 

      R.C.W.  

64.44.010 states: Contamination means polluted by hazardous chemicals so that the 

property is unfit for human habitation. (See exhibit K)  

 

64.44.020 states: Whenever a law enforcement agency becomes aware that property 

has been contaminated by hazardous chemicals, that agency shall report the 

contamination to the local health officer.  The local health officer shall cause a posting of 

a written warning on the premises within one working day. (See exhibit L) 

 

     W.A.C.    

246.205.520 states: Within one working day of notification from a law enforcement 

agency of potential contamination, the local health officer shall post a written warning 

on the premises. (See exhibit M) 

 

246-205-010 states: Illegal drug manufacturing or storage site means any property where 

a person illegally manufactures or stores a controlled substance or a law enforcement 

agency or the property owner believes a person illegally manufactured or stored a 
controlled substance. Notice the past tense. No meth lab required. (See exhibit N) 

 

246-205-010 goes on to state that a property owner is a leasee. (See exhibit O)   

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Jefferson County Ordinance 

Section 2 Applicability: This regulation shall apply to any site defined as an illegal drug 

manufacturing or storage site as per W.A.C. 246-205-010. This regulation also applies 

to any property that is contaminated. (See exhibit P) 

 

 Section 3G states: Owner is any occupant of property. (See exhibit Q) 

 

 

The items that need to be addressed are that the R.C.W., W.A.C. and the Jefferson 

County Ordinance all state that “storage site/any property that is contaminated or 

potential contamination” requires Jefferson County Heath Department to take action. 

The site does not have to be a drug manufacturing lab as indicated in Mr. Keefer's letters, 

as seen in exhibit N, but he and Ms. Feidler do indicate that potential contamination is 

recognized as requiring a response from the Jefferson County Health Dept., but has not 

been enforced. The other matter being that in the W.A.C. and the Jefferson County 

Ordinance, an owner is described as a leasee or occupant. As a leasee and occupant, I 

was refused assistance by the Jefferson County Health Dept. To date, Jefferson County 

Health Dept. has failed to post this site or report it to the State Board of Health, both of 

which are requirements.  

 

In a recent public disclosure request (See exhibit R), I asked to review all materials 

pertaining to meth lab busts performed by the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office between 

2000-present. I received a response from David Alvarez stating “This office asked the 

City of Port Townsend to retrieve any reports relating to the following identifiers. 1411 

12
th

 Street / 1507 31
st
 Street / Debra Tvrdik. Obviously the City of Port Townsend 

indicates 1507 31
st
 Street as an identifier to meth lab bust.  

 

I am now asking the Jefferson County Health Dept. to post a warning on this house in 

accordance with the law and force the owner to clean up this residence before he hurts 

anyone else. You have been notified by the Port Townsend Police Dept., the Dept. of 

Ecology and myself of these lab results. Another family has gotten sick because of your 

inactions and renegade interpretation of the RCW, WAC and Jefferson County 

Ordinances. 

 

Under RCW 70.05, I am requesting the Washington State Board of Health to investigate 

this matter. 

  

Thank you for your time on this matter. 

 

Barry Ellis 

  

 

 

 

    

  












































































