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State of

STATE REPRESENTATIVE Washington APPROPRIATIONS SURCOMMITTEE
25% LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT HOLESE Of ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
DAWN MORRELL : _ v
Representatives APPROPRIATIONS

HEALTH CARE & WELLNISS

TECHNOLOGY & LCOMOMIC
DLEVLLOPMINT

July 15,2014

John Austin, Chair

State Board of Health

PO Box 47990

Olympia WA 98504-7990

Dear Chair Austin:

As a cardiac nurse at Good Samaritan Hospital in Puyallup, I regularly see the toll cardiovascular disease exacts on our
friends and neighbors. Cardiovascular disease {CVD) remains the number one killer of Americans and a significant driver
of health care costs. Even our youngest Washingtonians, newborn babies, are not untouched by cardiac abnormalities.

Congenital heart defects occur in nearly 1 in 100 live births and are the most common cause of infant death, accounting
for 27% of infant deaths that are caused by birth defects. Outwardly-healthy babies may be discharged from hospitals
before signs of a cardiac defect are detected. Without timely detection, the health of these babics can quickly decline,
ultimately leading to the need for serious medical interventions, ofien including open-heart surgesies.

I understand that the Washington State Board of Heatlth is planning to update the existing newbormn screening rules to
reflect the changes made by SHB 2544. 1 strongly recominend adding critical congenital heart disease (CCHD) screening
using pulse oximetry to Washington’s newborn screening panel in WAC 246-650-020. Pulse oximetry is a quick, low-
cost, non-invasive screening tool that can detect critical congenital defects, Research suggests cost savings associated with
early detection of a single case of CCHD could exceed the costs associated with screening 2,000 infants.

The addition of screening for CCHD to the Recommended Uniform Screening Panel was endorsed by Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius in 2011. More than 30 other states have established a statewide screening for CCHD. This is a sound practice,
and it ought to be a required practice in Washington. Relying on voluntary screening by hospitals is inadequate, given the
dire consequences of missing a diagnosis and the recent extension of screening requirements outside hospital settings.

[ urge the State Board of Health to take action to add screening CCHD to Washington's newborn screening panel.

Sincerely,

Rclﬁresentativc Dawn Morrell
25" Legislative District
State of Washington

C: Michelle Davis, Executive Director, State Board of Health
John Wiesman, Director, Department of Health
Tami Thompson, Regulatory Affairs Manager, Department of Health

' LEGISLATIVE oFFIcE: 306 IOHN L. O'BRIEN BLILDING + PO BOX 40600, OLYMPIA, WA DASD4-0000 « 360-781-7044
A-MALL: Dawn Morcll@lcgwa gov = FAN 360-78G-1990
TOLLFREE l.L'{‘jISLA'!'IVIL HOTLINE: 180056206000 « TDIY 1-800-635-9003 & wwwlog wia goy
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----- Original Message-----

From: Jinkins, Rep. Laurie [mailto:Laurie Jinkins@leg.wa.gov] 1 H'M‘{N‘/— L
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2014 10:58 AM ﬁ m

To: Davis, Michelle (DOH)

Subject: Congenital Heart Disease Screening

Michelle,

Recently the American Heart Association (in partnership with the March of Dimes, the American College of Cardiology,
and Seattle Children’s) requested the State Board of Health take the first step toward adding Critical Congenital Heart
Disease screening to the newborn screening panel. Without these screenings, some newborns with CCHDs might be
missed because the signs of CCHD might not be evident before an infant is discharged from the hospital after birth,
putting that child at great risk.

I'm very excited about this request because it was one of the health systems in my district, Multicare, that brought this
screening idea to me three years ago. They've implemented with very little cost and, at that time, had saved a number

of infant lives and future health care costs by doing this screening. I'm pulling from the deeper recesses of my mind but
| believe Multicare received an award for this work.

Screening children early will save lives, and | strongly encourage you and the entire board to support official rulemaking
to add it to the newborn screening panel when the topic is considered at your August 13th meeting.

Thank you for your consideration, please let me know if you have any additional questions on this subject.

Rep. Laurie Jinkins

Sent from Windows Mail
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ATTRUMENT -3
916 South 3™ Street
RECEIVED JUL 24 208 4 vemon. WA 98273-4324
Voice: (360) 336-5658
Fax: (360) 336-5655
www.skagitfamilyhealth.com

July 22,2014

Lain Knowles

Interim Office Director

WA Dept. of Health-Newborn Screening
1610 NE 150" Street

Shoreline, WA 98135

Dear Lain Knowles,

[ am the owner of a 3 midwife practice in Mount Vernon, WA and we attend primarily free-
standing birth center and home births. We are in agreement and compliance with collection and
submission of newborn screening samples and understand the importance of this vital service to
babies and families,

However, it is unreasonable and unethical to force us to pay for this mandatory test. Many
private insurance companies and Medicaid do not cover the full cost of the newborn screening,
and a few do not pay for it at all. Additionally, any fees we do collect we are subject to federal
and state B&O taxes—which we then have to pay in addition to sending the collected payment to
the newborn screening program. When insurers or clients do not pay or only partially we have to
pay for the test ourselves—a test which we are required by law to obtain and submit.

The Newborn Screen lab should bill patients and/or their insurance themselves. Similar to other
labs, we can submit the samples with patient demographics and insurance information.
Alternatively we can initiate the billing process, but the Newborn Screening lab can receive
payments under the Newborn Screening lab tax ID. This is currently how the Washington State
Vaccine Program works—we submit the initial claim on behalf of the VFC program, and they
are paid directly by the insurers.

Sincerely,

- =

Michelle Antonich, ND, LM, CPM
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Knowles, Lain (DOH)

Subject: FW: FW: Notice of rule revision

From: valeriesasson@gmall.com [mailto:valeriesasson@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Valerie Sasson

Sent: Sunday, August 03, 2014 8:46 PM

To: Knowles, Lain (DOH)

Cc: Lovejoy, Heidi L (DOH); Thompson, John D (DOH); Weed, Kathy (DOH); Castle, Trina B (DOH); Audrey Levine
Subject: Re: FW: Notice of rule revision

(comments submitted directly to web address as well)
August 2, 2014

Mr. Lain Knowles

Interim Office Director

Department of Health, Public Health Labs
1610 NE 150™ St, MSTP K17-9
Shoreline, WA 98155-9701
http://www3.doh.wa.gov/policyreview/
fax 206-418-5415

Re: Washington Department of Health proposed rulemaking CR-102, RCW 34.05.320 pertaining to Newborn
Metabolic Screening

Dear Mr. Knowles and members of the committee,

I submit these comments for consideration on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Washington Midwives
Association (MAWS) representing our professional membership who are the majority of licensed and certified
nurse midwives attending birth out of hospital in Washington State.

We are proud to report that Washington State midwives have been participating in newborn metabolic screening
on a voluntary basis with a 95% rate of compliance according to a recent report by the Newborn Screening staff.
In addition, MAWS lobbied to be included in Representative Ricelli’s legislation mandating universal
participation in newborn metabolic screening. We are in full agreement regarding the importance of providing
this valuable service to newborns born in every setting- while maintaining the parents’ religious right to refuse-
and support the changes to chapter 246-650 WAC per the Substitute House Bill.

Although the focus of this hearing is specific to collection and reporting, MAWS must take this opportunity to
register our strong objection to the unforeseen and detrimental economic impact on independent midwifery
practice as a consequence of inclusion in this legislation.

We are sympathetic to the legitimate efforts of the Newbom Screening Lab to recoup the cost of testing for the
roughly 2400 babies born annually at home or in freestanding birth centers with midwives. And yet we object to
the manner in which RCW 43.20B.020 is being interpreted to equate independent midwives with hospital
institutions. Out-of-hospital midwives practice universally in small businesses ranging from one to four
practitioners with no hospital affiliation; the initial newborn screen is performed in the family’s home regardless

1



of place of birth. We are responsible for maintaining our own individual contracts with third party payers,
including DSHS and affiliated plans.

Per RCW 43.20B.020 the Health Department may require a reasonable charge, currently $77.40, from parents
or responsible parties to be collected through the facility where the specimen was obtained. This is a sampling
of current reimbursement rates to midwives for the initial newbomn screen:

Molina $54 - $62
CHPW $55. 45
DSHS $60.90
Group Health  $0

Aetna $6

Amerigroup  $69

Only United Healthcare, Regence and Premera reimburse at the full rate.

DSHS and affiliated plans comprise 50% of births in Washington State and a disproportionate number of
midwife attended births. In addition to paying the remainder of the fee OUT OF POCKET, midwives will pay
an average of 8% to a billing service to recoup the reimbursement. This exceeds the reimbursement allowed for
visiting the newborn at home to perform the test thereby placing an undue financial burden on independent
midwives. By law we may not pass this expense on to the patient as it is a required covered service under the
Affordable Care Act and disallowed under preferred provider contracting.

We request a complete suspension of billing out-of-hospital midwives until the economic impact on the
independent practice of midwifery and the issue of appropriate payers is resolved.

We strongly advocate for direct patient billing consistent with other mandated laboratory testing for maternity
providers in Washington (namely hepatitis B, syphilis and rubella). The midwife obtains the specimen, provides
patient insurance billing information to the lab along with the specimen, the patient is billed directly and results
are reported back to the provider.

It is baffling that the issue of reimbursement was not addressed at the outset of midwives participation nearly
two decades ago and regrettable that revenue has been lost to the Newbom Screening Lab. I assure you that
midwives across the State are unified and up in arms over this unfortunate development as I am sure you will
hear today. We must work together to arrive at a realistic and equitable solution as efficiently as possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this critical matter,

Valerie Sasson, LM CPM

President, Midwives Association of Washington State
president@washingtonmidwives.org

206-406-8787

Fax 425-823-7037
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August 1, 2014

Mr. Lain Knowles

Interim Director Newborn Screening Program
Department of Health
lain.knowles@doh.wa.gov

Comments on CR-102: WAC 246-650-040, newborn screening sample collections and
health provider reporting. Submitted via email, 08/01/2014

Dear Mr. Knowles,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft rules on newborn
screening. The Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA) supported the
underlying legislation to ensure the timeliness of screening newborns for genetic
disorders and providing results to parents, Hospital and health care providers play
an important role in ensuring newborns are rapidly screened for disorders and that
parents are given the result as soon as possible. We appreciate the opportunity to
work closely with the Department of Health Newborn Screening Program on this
important matter.

Overall, we support the proposed language in WAC 246-650. However, as currently
drafted, WAC 246-650-040(2)(c) is vague and lacks definition. WSHA, on behalf of our
members, is pleased to provide the program with suggested revised language for
WAC 246-650-040(2)(c) (see attachment). We suggest the section be revised to more
accurately reflect the data that will be published and recognize that different
categories of abnormality may appropriately have different notification times.

Thank you for considering our recommendations. Pleasbne direct any comments or
questions to Zosia Stanley at zosias@wsha.org or (206) 216-2511.

Sincerely,
. !
Aovdii Fanlers oA
Claudia Sanders Zosia Stanley
Senior Vice President Policy Analyst
Policy Development Policy Development

Enclosure



Attachment:
Proposed section WAC 246-650-040(2)(c) currently reads:
WAC 246-650-040 Reports to the board and the public.

(2) The department shall compile an annual report for the public that includes:

(c) The extent to which health care providers are promptly informing parents and
guardians about infant screening tests that indicate a suspicion of abnormality that
requires further diagnostic evaluation.

We suggest that proposed WAC 246-650-040(2)(c) be revised to read:
WAC 246-650-040 Reports to the board and the public.

(2) The department shall compile an annual report for the public that includes:

(c) The time from when the department of health notifies health care providers about
infant screening tests that indicate a suspicion of abnormality that requires further
diagnostic evaluation to when health care providers notify parents and guardians of
these test results. This information may include time by category of potential
abnormality and may use hourly increments.



