
Taking Action to Protect Puget Sound

Sustainable Funding for            

 On-site Sewage Systems

Project goal  

Research and recommend two new funding programs in the Puget Sound region for on-site sewage 
systems (septic systems).  The funding programs will provide: 

  ●	A unified, self-sustaining, low-interest loan program to help property owners repair or replace 
septic systems; and  

  ●	A dedicated funding source to help local health jurisdictions (LHJs) work with property owners 
to ensure proper use and care of their systems. 

Sustainable solutions are vital...

For Puget Sound
  ●	Properly functioning septic systems adequately protect ground and surface waters from 

contamination. 

  ●	There are more than 500,000 septic systems in the Puget Sound area. 

For Homeowners 
  ●	Homeowners bear the cost of septic systems and their upkeep. Routine maintenance can cost 

hundreds of dollars, component repairs can cost thousands, and major repairs or full system 
replacements can cost tens of thousands.

  ●	Many homeowners don’t know how to properly care for and maintain their systems. Some 
systems are not properly functioning. Pollutants from failing systems can and do find their way 
to Puget Sound.

  ●	Increased emphasis on system care has increased owner demand for affordable financing for 
system repairs.

For Local Health Jurisdictions
  ●	State law requires Puget Sound LHJs to develop and 

carry out Management Programs for septic systems. 
LHJs work with property owners to ensure their  
systems are regularly inspected and are properly  
used and maintained.

  ●	Many Puget Sound LHJs are struggling to meet the 
law’s requirements. Management Programs are 
complicated and costly to implement and need 
reliable, dedicated funding. 
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Septic systems make sense!  
Properly constructed and maintained, they:

  ●	Effectively treat sewage on properties not 
served by sewers

  ●	Are energy efficient

  ●	Are water-cycle friendly

Sustainable solutions for septic systems 
will:
  ●	Allow flexibility in property development

  ●	Establish affordable infrastructure
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Project Partners

Taking Action to Protect Puget Sound
Sustainable Funding for On-site Sewage Systems

For more information contact:  
    Stuart Glasoe
    Wastewater Management Section
    360-236-3377
    stuart.glasoe@doh.wa.gov

Steering Committee:
Stuart Glasoe 
Washington State Department of Health

Art Starry 
Thurston County Environmental Health

Andy Brastad 
Clallam County Environmental Health

Duane Fagergren 
Puget Sound Partnership

Melanie Tyler 
Washington State Department of Ecology

Susan Gulick 
Sound Resolutions	

Project design:

The project involves partner agencies and an advisory committee comprised of community and 
government leaders for high-level policy direction. It addresses two priority actions of the 2012/2013 
Puget Sound Action Agenda, and includes tasks to: 

  •	Assess the financial needs of the septic system loan program and local health management programs; 

  •	Research optional funding mechanisms/sources; 

  •	Explore optional program structures and select a preferred approach for each program; and 

  •	Develop recommendations to successfully establish the funding programs. (Recommendations for 
funding programs may require consideration and action by the state legislature.)

Advisory Committee:
	 John Wiesman 
Secretary, Washington State Department of Health  

	 Keith Grellner 
Director, Kitsap County Environmental Health

	 Jill Wood 
Director, Island County Environmental Health

	 Ngozi Oleru 
Director, Seattle-King County Environmental Health

	 Brad Banks 
Director, Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials  

	 Bruce Wishart 
Legislative Consultant, Washington Environmental Council  

	 Bill Dewey 
Public Policy and Communications Director, Taylor Shellfish Farms

	 John Thomas 
Director, Washington On-Site Sewage Association

	 Steve Sakuma 
Member, Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council

	 Polly Zehm 
Deputy Director, Washington State Department of Ecology

	 Allan Martin 
Treasurer, City of Port Orchard

	 John Austin 
Commissioner, Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners

	 Terri Jeffreys 
Commissioner, Mason County Board of County Commissioners

	 Jeanette McKague 
Assistant Director of Land Use/Planning, Washington Realtors

	 Hansi Hals 
Environmental Planning Program Manager, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

	 Stephen Wecker 
Onsite Consulting Services/Building Industry Association of Washington

The project started June 
2013 and is scheduled for 
completion September 
2014.  It is supported by 
a $200,000 EPA Pathogen 
Grant for Puget Sound 
recovery.


