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February 24, 2015

Laura Wigand Johnson
Department of Heath

PO Box 47824

Olympia, WA 98504-7824

Subject: Proposed revisions to WAC 246-282-006

Mrs. Johnson,

Thank for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the rules governing the
regulation of commercial sale of shellfish in Washington. The Nisqually Tribe has a treaty right
to harvest shellfish and has agreed to follow the rules established by the State concerning the
protection of human health as it relates to shellfish consumption. To the extent that these
changes will impact our treaty rights, the Nisqually Indian Tribe would like to continue an open
dialogue with you to be sure that our concerns are addressed.

Our review of the proposed revisions to WAC-246-282-006 raised some concerns and the
Nisqually Indian Tribe would like to share with you the following comments:

With the exception of requiring harvesters to report the quantity and disposition of the product
harvested (subsection 4 of proposed WAC), current Washington State regulations overseeing
shellfish harvest exceed Federal standards established in the National Shellfish Sanitation
Program (NSSP) model ordinance.

The proposed harvest restrictions in subsections 8 through 13 of the proposed WAC would shut
down harvest in several areas (including the Nisqually Shellfish Farm) for significant portions of
the summer, creating unnecessary economic hardship. This is especially true if the harvest
controls listed in subsection 11 (a), (b), and (c) are implemented.

The Nisqually Indian Tribe relies on the reputation of their seafood products as being safe and
healthful, and while we support the Washington State Department of Health’s work to protect
shellfish consumers we ask that the proposed changes to proposed Vibrio Rule



WAC-246-282-006 not be adopted as written. We are very interested in meeting with you to
collaboratively develop proposed rule changes that address your concerns will minimizing
negative impacts to our federally protected treaty rights.

Sincerely,

Nisqually Indian Tribe
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