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human disease 
 
 
The Department of Health is requesting the State Board of Health initiate rule making to consider 
revisions to WAC 246-100-197, Rabies – Measures to prevent human disease. Revisions are 
necessary to incorporate the most recent changes to the Compendium of Animal Rabies 
Prevention and Control, March 2016 (compendium) related to rabies post exposure practices.  
 
The current rule requirements are based on data that showed partially vaccinated and 
unvaccinated cats and dogs are at the same risk of developing rabies when exposed to a rabid 
animal. If this happens, the rule requires euthanasia of the dog or cat, or if the owner does not 
agree to euthanasia, the cat or dog must be quarantined for six months to ensure it does not 
develop rabies. 
 
The compendium includes several significant post exposure practice changes. The greatest 
change is for practices related to partially vaccinated dogs and cats that have been exposed to a 
rabid animal. If a dog or cat is overdue for vaccination, but the owners have documentation of 
appropriate previous vaccination, a veterinarian may administer a booster rabies vaccine and 
keep the animal under owner observation for 45 days. Published data demonstrates that 
previously vaccinated dogs and cats will mount a robust immune response to a booster rabies 
vaccination despite being out-of-date. 
 
The compendium includes two options for dogs and cats that are overdue for vaccination when 
the owner does not have proof of previous vaccination. The first option is for the veterinarian to 
treat the animal as unvaccinated and administer a rabies vaccine followed by strict quarantine. 
The second option allows the veterinarian to use a prospective serologic monitoring (PSM) 
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protocol to determine whether the animal mounts an adequate immune response to a rabies 
vaccination. This protocol has strict limitations and is not recommended in all exposure 
instances. The compendium also reduces the quarantine period from six to four months for 
unvaccinated and partially vaccinated dogs and cats that have been exposed to a rabid animal. 
 
In addition to these changes, the rule must be revised to reflect the revised compendium 
publication date. Part I B 8 of the compendium is adopted by reference in the current rule to 
address emergency sheltering of mammals that have been displaced as a result of a disaster. This 
reference must be updated from the 2008 reference to the current compendium date of 2016. 
 
If adopted, these changes will provide animal owners with more options when their animals are 
exposed to a rabid animal. These changes would also affect local health jurisdictions tasked with 
handling animal bites or potential animal rabies exposures, and practicing veterinarians. Overall, 
the department expects the added flexibility for animal owners will increase compliance with the 
state rabies rule and result in greater public health protection.  
 
Please contact Wayne Clifford, Zoonotic Disease and Pesticide Section Manager, 360-236-3181 
or wayne.clifford@doh.wa.gov if you have any questions. 
 
cc: Wayne Clifford, Department of Health 
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 Kelly Cooper, Department of Health 

mailto:wayne.clifford@doh.wa.gov

	FROM: Clark Halvorson, Assistant Secretary
	Division of Environmental Public Health

