
WAC 246-80-021  Prohibition – Vitamin E Acetate.  
 
(1) Vitamin E acetate is a chemical that is used as an additive or thickening ingredient in 
vapor products. As part of the investigation into the multistate outbreak of lung disease 
associated with the use of vapor products, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
conducted laboratory tests of 29 samples of fluid collected from the lungs of patients with 
vaping-associated lung disease from 10 states. All of the samples contained vitamin E 
acetate, providing direct evidence of vitamin E acetate at the primary site of injury in the 
lungs. The CDC has not determined that vitamin E acetate is present in only THC vapor 
products or only non-THC vapor products. THC was identified in 82 percent of the 
samples, and nicotine was identified in 62 percent of the samples. None of a range of 
other potential chemicals of concern was detected in the samples, but evidence is not yet 
sufficient to rule out the contribution of other chemicals, substances, or product sources 
to the disease. The CDC has identified vitamin E acetate as a chemical of concern and 
stated that, until the relationship of vitamin E acetate and lung health is better 
characterized, it is important that vitamin E acetate not be added to vapor products. 
Because the outbreak of lung disease continues to grow, adoption of a rule prohibiting the 
sale of vapor products containing vitamin E acetate is necessary for the preservation of 
the public health, safety, and general welfare. 
 
(2) No person, including, but not limited to, a person licensed under chapter 69.50 or 
70.345 RCW, may sell, offer for sale, or possess with intent to sell or offer for sale vapor 
products containing vitamin E acetate. The foregoing prohibition applies to the sale, offer 
for sale, or possession with intent to sell or offer for sale vapor products containing 
vitamin E acetate at any location or by any means in this state including, but not limited 
to, by means of a telephonic or other method of voice transmission, the mail or any other 
delivery service, or the internet or other online service.  


