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COVID-19 Vaccine Update by Michele Roberts, Acting Assistant Secretary

 Legislative Update by Kelly Cooper, Policy Director

Overview



COVID-19 Vaccine Response Update
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Assistant Secretary for Prevention & Community Health
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Overview
COVID-19 vaccine is here!

Washington’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Guidance

o Phase 1A Tier 1 & Tier 2

o Phase 1B

Vaccine Safety

Who Can Vaccinate

Vaccine Administration Fees

Public Outreach
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Important Reminder

COVID-19 vaccine program success depends on:
• How well the vaccine works
• How quickly the vaccine can be manufactured and 

distributed
• Will people choose to get it?
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COVID-19 Vaccine is Here!

Vaccine 
Brand

Total # Allocated Total # Ordered Total # Shipped Total # 
Delivered

Total # of 
Pfizer doses 
for Federal 

LTC Program

Total # 
Administered

% 
Administered

*

Pfizer 378,300** 363,675 363,675 363,675 139,425 117,996 32.4%
Moderna 388,700 260,600 260,600 260,300 - 82,801 31.8%

Total 767,000 624,275 624,275 623,975 139,425 200,841 32.1%
Source, Date 

Stamp
Tiberius, January 12, 2021 Tiberius, January 12, 2021 Tiberius, January 12, 2021 Tiberius, January 12, 

2021
Tiberius, January 12, 

2021
WAIIS, January 12, 

2021
(# administered/total 

delivered)*100

*DOH will receive administration data up to 72 hours after vaccines are administered at provider sites; Total administered does not equal sum of Pfizer and Moderna due to doses reported without brand identified
**139,425 doses of Pfizer were allocated to the Federal Long-Term Care Program where vaccine administration is being organized through CVS and Walgreens
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Vaccine Supply
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Ancillary Supplies 

Resource: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-
Interim_Playbook.pdf#page=29

COVID-19 vaccine and ancillary supplies will be procured and 
distributed by the federal government at no cost to enrolled 
COVID-19 vaccination providers

Some vaccines may require reconstitution with a Federally 
supplied mixing kit

Ancillary kits will come with PPE (masks and face shields)

Does NOT include sharps containers, gloves, bandages

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf#page=29
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• Tier 1
• High-risk workers in health care settings (clinical judgment should be 

applied to identify who is at greatest risk using the guidance)
• High-risk first responders (clinical judgment should be applied to 

identify who is at greatest risk using the guidance)
• Residents and staff of nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and other 

community-based, congregate living settings where most individuals 
over 65 years of age are receiving care, supervision, or assistance

• Tier 2
• All workers in health care settings

We updated guidance for Phase 1a on December 30th. The second tier allows for the 
vaccination of all other workers in health care settings once high risk workers are vaccinated. It 
is important that health care systems actively reach out to and provide access to COVID-19 
vaccination for community-based health care workforce outside their systems and in their 
community, this includes other health care providers, school nurses, and behavioral health 
providers, etc, in order to complete this phase and ensure we have protected healthcare 
system.

Phase 1A: WA COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Guidance

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/VaccineAllocationPhase1A.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/VaccineAllocationPhase1A.pdf


Washington State Department of Health | 10

 Workers in sites where direct patient care is being delivered to confirmed or suspected COVID-19 patients
o Example settings: hospital sites managing suspected/confirmed COVID patients; emergency departments; urgent care; clinics (walk-

in, respiratory); home; isolation and quarantine facility
o Roles: healthcare providers; tech; security; environmental; non-remote translators; counselors; home health aides, caregivers, and 

companions; workers performing high risk exposure procedures

 Workers exposed to/handling potentially SARS-CoV-2 containing specimens & COVID-19 testing site staff at high risk 
of exposure to suspected COVID-19 patients

 First responders at high risk of exposure to suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients via high public exposure and 
procedures
o Frontline emergency workers providing care, transport/ambulatory support, and oversight of any agency (fire, ambulance, hospital)

 Workers with elevated risk of acquisition/transmission with populations at higher risk of mortality or severe 
morbidity
o Examples: staff at long-term care facilities; workers with patients undergoing chemotherapy, dialysis, etc.; home health 

aides/caregivers/companions

 Residents of long-term care facilities and other community-based, congregate living settings where most individuals 
over 65 years of age are receiving care, supervision, or assistance and are unable to reside independently in the 
community

 Workers administering COVID-19 vaccines

Phase 1a: Tier 1
Phase 1a Objectives
• Protect those at highest risk of exposure
• Maintain medical surge response capacity
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 All workers in health care settings

o We specifically use the terminology “workers in health care settings” and not “health care 
workers or personnel” because health agencies should consider the full spectrum of 
workers who might fit these conditions. Health care agencies should consider all types of 
staff (e.g., contracted, parttime, unpaid/volunteer, etc.) and the spectrum of staff who 
provide services (e.g., outpatient services, direct patient care, support services, janitorial, 
etc.). Tier 2 covers all workers in health care settings and should err on the side of 
inclusion.

Phase 1a: Tier 2
Phase 1a Objectives
• Protect those at highest risk of exposure
• Maintain medical surge response capacity
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1
/Documents/1600/coronavirus/Vac
cinationPhasesInfographic.pdf

Phase 1b: 
for planning 

purposes only

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/VaccinationPhasesInfographic.pdf
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Vaccine Safety Monitoring
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CDC’s V-Safe Program

2.
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Who Can Vaccinate
• Physician Assistants

• Emergency Medical Services Providers

• Nursing Assistants

• Nursing Techs

• Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN)

• Registered Nurses (RN)

• Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners (ARNP)

• LPN, RN, ARNP students

• NA with Medication Assistant Endorsement

• Naturopathic Physicians

• Osteopathic Physicians and Physician Assistants

• Medical Assistants (Certified and Registered)

• Pharmacists, Pharmacy Interns, Pharmacy Techs

• Licensed Midwives

• Dentists 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/698-001 ProvidersAuthorizedVaccineAdministration.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/698-001-ProvidersAuthorizedVaccineAdministration.pdf
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/COVID19VaxAdminInsuranceCoverageTable.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/COVID19VaxAdminInsuranceCoverageTable.pdf
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Public Outreach
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Public Outreach Continued
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Public Outreach Continued
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Questions?

• More details and answers to frequently asked questions regarding vaccine 
distribution, planning, safety, efficacy, administration and tracking can be 
found on our website at:

• https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine

• Questions from the public can be sent to our COVID-19 Vaccine Inbox: 
• COVID.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov

• Coming Soon to the DOH website - A public dashboard tracking vaccination 
progress in Washington State

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine
mailto:COVID.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov


Legislative Update

Kelly Cooper
Director, Policy and Legislative Relations

Washington State Department of Health
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Ensure privacy of case and contact records 
o Provide additional protection for contact tracing information

Exempting United States Food and Drug Administration nonpublic 
information from disclosure

Enhancing Capacity of Health Profession Boards and Commissions

Emergency Medical Technicians 
o Providing for certain Emergency Medical Services personnel to work 

in diversion centers

DOH Agency Request Legislation
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Governor’s Proposed Operating Budget

 Contain the Spread of COVID-19
o Fiscal Year 2021: $125.9M GF-State; $100.0M Federal
o Biennium 2021-23: $387.5M GF-State; $50.6M Federal
o Includes funding for personal protective equipment and testing supplies, lab costs, staff for contact tracing, 

the state public health lab and epidemiology work

 Administer COVID-19 Vaccine
o Biennium 2021-23: $9.6M GF-State

 Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS)
o Biennium 2021-23: $142.6M FPHS Account

 Support Suicide Prevention
o Biennium 2021-23: $4.6M GF-State

 Support Recommendations for Community Health Workers
o Biennium 2021-23: $1.3M GF-State
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History of Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) 
Decision Packages (DP’s)

Joint, Systemwide Funding Requests

2017-2019 – $60M/biennium requested
o $15M/bi GFS appropriated, 1x funding

2019-2021 – $296M/biennium requested
o $28M/bi GFS appropriated, ongoing funding

2021-2023 – $285M/biennium requested

FPHS $450M/biennium needed
2018 Baseline Assessment



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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