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U.S. COVID-19 hot spots

Source: The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html (1/11/2022) 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html


U.S. COVID-19 case count

Source: The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html (1/11/2022) 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html


Age Group

0-17 Years

18-29 Years

30-39 Years

40-49 Years

50-59 Years

60-69 Years

70+ Years

All Ages

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#new-hospital-admissions (1/7/2022)

U.S. hospitalization trends

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#new-hospital-admissions


Variant proportions nationally

Source: CDC COVID data tracker https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions (1/9/2022)

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


Federal action to battle Omicron

• Updated CDC Guidance on 
COVID-19 Isolation and 
Quarantine for General Public, 
Health Care Workers, and K-12 
Schools

• FDA Authorized Two Oral Antiviral 
Treatments For COVID-19 
(Molnupiravir & Paxlovid)

• FDA, ACIP, CDC Expand Eligibility 
To COVID-19 Booster Shots 

• U.S. Will Distribute Half A Billion 
COVID-19 Tests to Public Starting 
January 2022





If VACCINATED or UNVACCINATED
and no symptoms:
- WAIT to take a test until at least 5 

days after exposure

If VACCINATED or UNVACCINATED
and symptoms:
- Take a test immediately

When should I get a test if I’ve been exposed?



Omicron variant trends
Globally and in Washington
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Omicron variant – viral characteristics 
• First reported to WHO from South Africa on Nov 24, 

2021
• Variant of concern designation timeline

• WHO: Nov 26, 2021
• CDC: Nov 30, 2021

• Evidence of:
• Increased transmissibility
• Significant reduction in neutralization by 

antibodies generated during previous infection 
or vaccination

• Diagnostic detection failures



Source: GISAID https://phylodynamics2.pandemicprepardness.org/SARS-CoV-2/B11529?d=map&p=full (1/9/2022)

Transmission map of omicron variant spread

https://phylodynamics2.pandemicprepardness.org/SARS-CoV-2/B11529?d=map&p=full


Omicron variant proportion nationally

Source: CDC COVID data tracker https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions (1/4/2022)

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


Variant proportions in Washington

Source: DOH COVID data dashboard https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard (1/5/2022) 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard


Source: DOH COVID-19 data dashboard https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard (1/6/2022) 

COVID-19 cases in Washington

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard


COVID-19 hospitalizations in Washington

Source: DOH COVID-19 data dashboard https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard (1/6/2022) 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard


COVID-19 deaths in Washington

Source: DOH COVID-19 data dashboard https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard (1/6/2022) 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard


Vaccine effectiveness and Omicron

• Recent scientific literature shows vaccines 
continue to be effective against severe disease

• Booster doses provide greatest protection

• Vaccinated population has substantially lower 
case and hospitalization rates than unvaccinated 

Source: DOH COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by Vaccination Status report (1/5/2022)

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/data-tables/421-010-CasesInNotFullyVaccinated.pdf


Washington COVID-19 hospitalization rates

Source: DOH COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by Vaccination Status report (1/12/2022)

8X higher hospitalization rates 
among unvaccinated 12-34 year 
olds

11X higher hospitalization rates 
among unvaccinated 35-64 year 
olds

11X higher 
hospitalization rates 
among unvaccinated 
65+ year olds

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/data-tables/421-010-CasesInNotFullyVaccinated.pdf


Washington COVID-19 death rates (Ages 65+)

COVID-19 death rates among 
65+ year-olds 15X higher in 
unvaccinated vs vaccinated

Source: DOH COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by Vaccination Status report (1/5/2022)

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/data-tables/421-010-CasesInNotFullyVaccinated.pdf


United States projected hospital resource use

Source: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation COVID-19 Projections  https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/washington?view=vaccinations&tab=trend (1/8/2022)



Washington projected hospital resource use

Source: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation COVID-19 Projections  https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/washington?view=vaccinations&tab=trend (1/8/2022)



Health Care System Coordination



COVID-19 Vaccines 
in Washington
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Vaccine rates not uniform



As of January 9, 
more than

12 million doses
of COVID-19 vaccine 
have been given out 

to more than

5.5 million people!



As of January 9, 
over 2 million 

people across 
Washington have gotten 

an additional dose.

(Includes both booster doses & third doses)



• Pfizer: at least 5 months after your 
primary vaccination series

• Moderna: at least 5 months after your 
primary vaccination series

• J&J: at least 2 months after your 
primary vaccination

When should you get your booster?



As of January 9, 
nearly 200,000 kids 

have received their 
first dose and 

nearly 150,000 are fully 
vaccinated.

Vaccinating kids ages 5-11



Visit 
VaccineLocator.doh.wa.gov or

Vaccines.gov
or call

833-VAX-HELP
Language assistance is available

6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday – Sunday 

& observed state holidays

6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday

Need to make a vaccine appointment?

Text Your Zip To 438-829 (GET VAX) 822-862 (VACUNA)



Between Nov. 24 – Dec. 21, 2021,
COVID-19 hospitalization 
rates for unvaccinated 

people were:

• 10x higher for those 12-34
• 14x higher for those 35-64
• 13x higher for those 65+



The vaccine equity gap (12/21/2021)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The graph summarizes the findings from past reports, as the WAIIS data were at the time each report was published.
There are new data in WAIIS now that was not available at the time reports were published. This delay would result in data showing up later on the graph than it should have, given when the dose was administered.
This may bias older results, since a lot of time has passed since those reports were published.
Also, data for the 5-11 age group was not included in the report until December 7th, so we would not see the impact of that group for the November 9th or November 23rd reports.
An update might change the graph, but it’s difficult to know if this will be a meaningful change.



Vaccine equity strategies

• Engage communities to inform vaccine prioritization and planning

• Integrate a pro-equity approach into vaccine allocation and 
distribution

• Prioritize allocation and support to providers who effectively serve 
disproportionately impacted communities

• Invest in trusted community leaders, messengers and organizations

• Ensure all communications, education and outreach efforts are 
culturally and linguistically appropriate and accessible

• Strengthen the public health system’s ability to center communities 
in vaccine outreach and access

• Foster opportunities for collaboration

• Support a trauma-informed approach to vaccine conversations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revisiting some of these some of these strategies to increase access to first and second dose. Focusing on building out our transportation strategies and resources. 

Source: Michele Roberts 1-12-2022 Senate pres on vaccine equity




Building vaccine confidence

• Lead with transparent, consistent, and frequent 
messaging. 

• Translate and transcreate materials into 40+ 
languages and diversify our outreach strategy. 

• Invest in community-led messaging and 
initiatives. This invests in the most trusted channels 
and messengers, which increases trust in the 
message.

• Bring community leaders, influencers, experts, 
and primary audiences to the table to inform our 
planning process. 

• Demonstrate responsiveness to community needs 
and concerns. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source: Michele Roberts 1-12-2022 Senate pres on vaccine equity

Building trust and credibility.
Translate and transcreate materials into 40+ languages and diversify our outreach strategy. This ensures more audiences receive accurate, timely information in their preferred language and through channels they trust—which increases likelihood for behavior adoption. 
Invest in community-led messaging and initiatives. This invests in the most trusted channels and messengers, which increases trust in the message.
Bring community leaders, influencers, experts, and primary audiences to the table to inform our planning process. This keeps us informed and allows us to address root causes of vaccine hesitancy. 
Demonstrate responsiveness to community needs and concerns. Through direct and meaningful community engagement efforts and genuine listening, a relationship of trust can be built between communities and governmental agencies.


Effectiveness and related side effects
Boosters are not safe or effective
Eligibility and future eligibility
Booster vs 3rd additional dose
Mixing vaccine types
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Care-a-Van

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Care a van is supporting pediatric events



Care-a-Van metrics



Where We Have Been 
and the Road Ahead
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• January 21, 2020: Washington 
reported the first COVID-19 case in 
the United States

• 2020: Public health interventions, 
including masks and isolation

• 2021: Vaccines and therapeutics

• 2022: Vaccines, therapeutics, more 
test kits, and cooperation will get 
us through

An ever-evolving response



• Care-A-Van
• Vaccine Action Command and 

Coordination System
• Vaccine Implementation Collaborative
• WA Notify App
• WA Verify App
• Power of Providers (POP)

2021 Shared successes to protect Washingtonians



2022 State action to battle Omicron

• Expanding Testing Availability
o Washington purchased 5.5 

million at-home tests for 
state-wide ordering, 
schools, and underserved 
communities

o Mobile testing & vaccine 
teams

• Increasing Vaccination 
Availability 
o Mass Booster/Vaccination 

Clinics

• 10 Million Free Masks For K-12 
and Communities



1. Vaccinations and boosters
2. Communication and engagement 

activities 
3. Community mitigation policies and 

efforts
4. Healthcare system support
5. Community and individual 

empowerment
6. Equity focus and efforts

2022 DOH COVID-19 Response Focus Areas



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

Visit www.doh.wa.gov @WaDeptHealth
@WaHealthSec

2022 – Working together for brighter tomorrow
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