
1

April 13, 2022

Chapter 246-90 WAC, Local Board of Health Composition 
Washington State Board of Health



22

Samantha Pskowski, MPH
State Board of Health Policy Advisor

2

Kaitlyn Donahoe, MPA
State Board of Health Policy Advisor



33Washington State Board of Health

• Rulemaking Scope & Timeline

• Community Engagement Strategy & Feedback

• Proposed Rules

• Comments Received & Staff Recommendations

• Next Steps

Overview
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• Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill (E2SHB)1152 directs the Board to adopt rules 
regarding the appointment process for the members of local boards of health who are not 
elected officials.

• The selection process must be fair and unbiased and ensure membership of local 
boards of health include balanced representation of elected officials and non-elected 
individuals with a diversity of expertise and lived experience.

• The Board’s rules must go into effect by July 25, 2022.

Rulemaking Scope
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Rulemaking Timeline

Washington State Board of Health

June 2021
CR-101 Filed

October 2021
Informal Public 

Comment

November 2021
Community 

Listening Session

January 2022
Informal Public 

Comment

February 2022
CR-102 Filed

March 2022 
Formal Public 

Comment Period

April 2022 
Public Rules 

Hearing

May 2022 
File CR-103 

(Anticipated)

July 1, 2022 
Statutory 

Deadline for 
LBOHs

July 25, 2022 
Statutory 

Deadline for 
SBOH Rules
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Community Engagement Strategy

Report Back on 
Changes

Listening 
Session

Strategic 
Individual 

Conversations

Community 
Input Survey

Washington State Board of Health
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Community Feedback

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Why is this important to you?

What would motivate you or your community to
apply to serve on a Local Board of Health?

What barriers do you see for non-elected persons
who serve on an LBOH?

How to encourage more and more diverse
applications?

What requirements would you make for people who
want to serve on LBOHs?

Questions Posed/General Feedbackfrom
Community

Comments per Question
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• Defines the purpose of the chapter as establishing the requirements for the recruitment, 
selection, and appointment of non-elected members of local boards of health 

• Identifies which local health jurisdictions the provisions of the chapter apply

• Clarifies that the chapter only applies to recruitment, selection, and appointment of non-
elected members of local boards of health 

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-005: Purpose, scope, and applicability of the chapter
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• Includes ten definitions for terms used throughout the chapter 

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-010: Definitions

o Board
o Consumers of public health
o Elected official
o Health agency
o Health facility 
o Local board of health 

o Local health jurisdiction
o Nonelected members
o Other community stakeholders
o Public health, health care facilities, 

and providers 

• Where applicable, terms align with statutory definitions 
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• Reiterates statutory requirements for membership of local boards of health 

• Provides for requirements for a resolution or ordinance changing the composition of a local 
board of health, if used

• Include provisions comparable to those for elected members

• Identify the process for how a local board of health will refer applicants to a county legislative 
authority for appointment 

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-015: Local boards of health – nonelected members
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• Establishes minimum standards for recruitment of nonelected members, including:

• Posting/distributing vacancy announcements with reasonable notice

• Application requirements

• Applicant interviews

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-020: Local boards of health – nonelected members – recruitment 



1212Washington State Board of Health

• Reiterates statutory requirements for selection of nonelected members from three categories

• Public health, health care facilities, and providers

• Consumers of public health

• Other community stakeholders

• Establishes requirements for local boards of health to assess whether applicants meet 
statutory qualifications, including conflict-of-interest disclosure

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-025: Local boards of health – nonelected members – selection 
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• Reiterates statutory requirement that nonelected members be approved and appointed by 
a majority vote of the board of county commissioners or county legislative authority

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-030: Local boards of health – nonelected members – appointment 
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• Describes exceptions to the Board’s rules as identified in statute, including:

• Instances in which the current local board of health composition may be retained

• Definition of “other community stakeholders” for certain local health jurisdictions 

Proposed Rules
WAC 246-90-035: Local boards of health – nonelected members – exceptions 
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Public Comments Received

•Supportive of community representation and diversity of views and 
experience.

•Staff recommendation: No proposed changes.

Representation & Diversity

•What are the costs to local boards of health if nonelected members 
are reimbursed?

•Staff recommendation: No proposed changes. 

LBOH Costs
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Public Comments Received

•Concerns with nonelected members being chosen by a 
majority vote of county commissioners
•Would like to see a more diverse representation of 

elected officials assisting with these decisions
•Staff recommendation: No proposed changes.

County Commissioner Appointment
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Public Comments Received

•Recommends striking proposed language in WAC 246-90-025:
•“A local board of health shall also assess whether the applicant identifies with 

a historically underrepresented community when being considered as a non-
elected member representing consumers of public health.”

•Recommends replacing the language with:
•“A local board of health shall not discriminate potential applicants based on 

the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, 
national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or 
military status.” 

•Staff recommendation: No proposed changes.

Non-discrimination Language
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Public Comments Received

•Requests changes to WAC 246-90-015(2)
•Revise “usual and accustomed areas” to “ceded lands”
•Add: “For those counties or health districts that have multiple Tribes 

and/or a 501(c)(3) organization, they must include a representative from 
each of the tribes and 501(c)(3) organization. 501(c)(3) shall have the 
same meaning as Urban Indian Organizations as defined under RCW 
43.71B.010 (20).”

•Staff recommendation: Proposed changes. [See next slide.]

Tribal Representatives
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(1) The number of nonelected members, as defined in WAC 246-90-010, on a local board of health, including any tribal representatives as 
described in subsection (2) of this section, must equal the number of elected officials on a local board of health. Elected members of the 
local board of health may not constitute a majority.

(2) Tribal representatives on local boards of health are selected and appointed following the applicable provisions of RCW 70.05.030, 
RCW 70.05.035, RCW 70.46.020, and RCW 70.46.031. If a federally recognized Indian tribe holds reservation, trust lands, or has usual 
and accustomed areas within the county or health district, or if a 501(c)(3) organization registered in Washington that serves American 
Indian and Alaska Native people and provides services within the county or health district, the local board of health must include a tribal 
representative selected by the American Indian health commission according to the selection process prescribed by the commission. 

A tribal representative as described in this subsection may serve in any of the three nonelected member categories as defined in this chapter 
if the representative meets the requirements of the category.

Staff Recommended Changes
WAC 246-90-015
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WAC 246-90-005(1)

The purpose of this chapter is to establish requirements for the recruitment, selection, and appointment 
process of nonelected members of local boards of health.

Staff Recommended Changes
Technical Corrections
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WAC 246-90-005(2)

(c) A health district consisting of two or more counties in which the jurisdiction of the local district
board of health is coextensive with the combined boundaries of the counties as established in RCW 
70.46.020; and

(d) A health district consisting of one county in which the jurisdiction of the district board of health is 
coextensive with the boundary of the county as established in RCW 70.46.031.

Staff Recommended Changes
Technical Corrections
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WAC 246-90-010(8)

"Nonelected member" or "nonelected position" means a person appointed to a district or local board 
of health who is not an elected official, and represents…

Staff Recommended Changes
Technical Corrections
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WAC 246-90-035(1)

For counties with a home rule charter, counties without a home rule charter, health districts consisting 
of two or more counties, and health districts consisting of one county., Aa local…

Staff Recommended Changes
Technical Corrections
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Next Steps

• A public rules hearing will be held following this presentation

• If the Board elects to adopt the proposed rules, staff will file a CR-
103 with the code reviser

• Staff recommend these rules go into effect July 1, 2022

• Staff will continue to work with community, board members, and 
other interested parties to create guidance to accompany the rules

Washington State Board of Health
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To request this document in an alternate format, please contact Kelie Kahler, Washington State Board of Health 
Communication Manager, at 360-236-4102, or by email at kelie.kahler@sboh.wa.gov
TTY users can dial 711 

THANK YOU

Twitter/WASBOHFacebook/WASBOHsboh.wa.gov

mailto:kelie.Kahler@sboh.wa.gov
https://twitter.com/WASBOH
https://www.facebook.com/WASBOH
http://www.sboh.wa.gov/
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