
3rd party lab testing requirements outlined in Table 500-A have 
been met. Discontinue analysis for the parameters identified in Ta-
ble 500-A. Operators must continue analyzing each instance of re-
duced human remains for physical contaminants to maintain com-
pliance with Board rules. Local health jurisdictions may require tests 
for additional parameters under WAC 246-500-055(2)(b-c). Check 
local health jurisdiction guidelines for further information. 

Is your facility a regulated natural organic reduction (NOR) facility 

Stop Yes No 

Has your facility completed any instances of NOR?  
Next Step: Complete initial 20 instances of NOR 

and collect final product samples of reduced 

human remains to begin 3rd party lab analysis 

of final product samples. 

Yes No 

Has your facility sent final product samples of reduced human re-
mains to a 3rd party lab for analysis of the parameters outlined in 
Table 500-A?  

Next Step: Send first 20 final product samples 

to a 3rd party lab for analysis. 
Yes No 

Has a 3rd party lab analyzed final product samples from at least 20 

instances  of reduced human remains processed by your facility? 

Next Step: Continue sending final product sam-

ples to a 3rd  party lab until at least 20 samples 

have been analyzed.  
Yes No 

Next Step: Complete 3rd party lab analysis of 
final product of reduced human remains until 
20 instances successfully fall within parameters 
outlined in Table 500-A. 

Were results for 20 instances within the parameters detailed in  
Table 500-A? 

Yes No 

Has a 3rd party lab analyzed final product samples from a minimum 
of 25% of the total monthly instances of reduced human remains 
completed by your facility until 60 additional samples (80 total in-
stances) have met the requirements in Table 500-A?  

Next step: Continue 3rd party lab analysis of 

final product samples from 25% of the total 

monthly instances until 60 additional samples 

(80 total) have met the requirements in Table 

500-A.  

Yes No 

Human remains reduced through natural organic reduction (WAC 246-500-055) 

This document gives guidance to natural organic reduction (NOR) facility operators to help meet initial testing  

requirements for human remains reduced through NOR. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-500-055

