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Public Health Threats
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U.S. Influenza Activity
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U.S. Emergency Department Visits for 
Respiratory Disease
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Respiratory and Enteric Viruses in WA 2022-2023
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COVID-19 in United States
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COVID-19 Washington State
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COVID-19 Federal Public Health Emergency 
Transition Roadmap
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• May 11, 2023, end of Section 319 PHE

• Congress extended Telehealth flexibility 
through 2024 and expanded Medicaid 
eligibility through FY23 Federal Omnibus. 

• Free COVID vaccines remain until run out of 
federal stockpile. Granted under separate 
emergency authority.

• Paxlovid will continue to be provided until FDA 
approval. 

• Federal free COVID tests will end. 



WA Forward
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COMMITMENTS

• Engagement and 
empowerment

• Vaccination Capacity

• Testing Capacity

• Masks and PPE

• Continued surveillance, 
including sequencing 
and wastewater

• Health systems capacity 
monitoring and support

• Access to treatment



Secretary of Health Mask Order Ends April 3rd
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• COVID-19, RSV, and influenza disease 
hospitalizations declining

• DOH guidance recommends masks for 
patients, healthcare providers and visitors 
in healthcare settings

• Licensed healthcare facilities required to 
have infection prevention policies

• Several worker protection requirements by 
Washington State Deptartment of Labor 
and Industries remain in effect

• Local or tribal  governments, facilities, and 
providers may choose to require masks



State of Health

@WaDeptHealth
@WaHealthSec
@Ushahmd



Trust is foundational for change

…trust is a prerequisite for collective action. 
But for many marginalized communities, trust 
is in short supply. One way to build trust is to 
learn from and empower the people you are 
trying to help.

Restoring Trust in Public Health: Lessons Local Health 
Coalitions | Commonwealth Fund
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https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2023/feb/restoring-trust-public-health
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2023/feb/restoring-trust-public-health


Diversity and Disparities in Washington

Population density by census block | Office of Financial Management (wa.gov)
Images from Wikimedia Commons

@WaDeptHealth
@WaHealthSec
@Ushahmd

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/population-density/population-density-census-block#slideshow-3


Political Geography in Washington

File:Washington Congressional Election Results 2020.svg -
Wikimedia Commons
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Washington_Congressional_Election_Results_2020.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Washington_Congressional_Election_Results_2020.svg


Leading causes of death

Cause of Death  WA Decedents
Malignant Neoplasms 13,551
Heart Disease 12,788
Alzheimer's Disease/Dementia 5,475
COVID-19 5,450
Cerebrovascular Disease 3,194
Unintentional Injury, not overdose 2,998
Chronic Lower Respiratory 2,642
Diabetes Mellitus 2,238
Unintentional Drug Overdose 2,122
Chronic Liver Disease 1,409
Suicide 1,227
Homicide 333

Preliminary 2021 data, WA Center for Health Statistics
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Life Expectancy Disparities in Washington

Life Expectancy Data Viz (cdc.gov)

Life 
expectancy 
66.0 years
<Rwanda & 

Pakistan

Life 
expectancy 
88.8 years
>Monaco & 

Japan
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https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/life-expectancy/index.html


Life Expectancy Disparities in King County

VizHub - King County Census Tracts (healthdata.org)
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https://vizhub.healthdata.org/subnational/usa/wa/king-county


Growing Burden of Mental Health Conditions

Here are the basic facts about mental health and treatment in Washington state | The Seattle Times
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https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/mental-health/here-are-the-basic-facts-about-mental-health-and-treatment-in-washington-state/


Opioid Crisis in Rural and Urban Communities
OPIOID DEATH RATES 2002-2004 COMPARED TO 2019-2021

Washington state opioid trends: Deaths
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https://adai.washington.edu/WAdata/deaths.htm#showdiv1


Overdose Deaths by Race
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Transforming Our Public Health 
System Together
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Transformational Health: Structure
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Transformational Health: Branding
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Transformational Health: Story-Telling
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January 21, 2020
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Transformational Health: Strengthening Links
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Transformational Health: Strengthening Links
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Transforming Our Public Health System Together
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1. Following a roadmap to unwind the 
public health emergency as we move 
beyond emergency response to COVID-19. 

2. Advancing Washingtonians health will 
require our health system to move from a 
transactional to transformational 
approach to address the social, 
structural, and environmental factors 
that result in health inequities. 

3. Focusing on key priorities such as public 
health urgencies/emergencies, 
maintaining core public health capacity, 
helping address workforce challenges, 
core investments, and partnerships & 
community-rooted efforts. 



Going farther together

To request this document in another format call 1-800-525-0127 or hard of hearing customers, 
please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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Visit www.doh.wa.gov
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