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▪ Immunization Law and Rules

▪ Immunization Requirements

▪ Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS)

▪ Certificate of Exemption (COE)

▪ Data analysis of immunization coverage in school-aged 
population (pre- to post-pandemic timeframes) 

Today’s Presentation 



IMMUNIZATION LAW AND RULES
RCW & WAC
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WA State Legislature passes legislation which is signed into law 
by the Governor.

28A.210 RCW--Health - screening and requirements:

• 28A.210.060—through 28A.210.170

Revised Code of Washington (RCW)

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.060
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.170
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The immunization laws give the WA State Board of Health the 
authority to determine the immunization rules.

246-105 WAC Immunization of childcare and school children 
against certain vaccine-preventable diseases

• 246-105-010 - through 246-105-090

Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-105
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-105-010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-105-090


Washington State Department of Health | 7

The School and Child Care 
Immunization page: has 
links to the RCWs and 
WACs:

www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI

Links to the RCW and WAC

http://www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI


IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS



Washington State Department of Health
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ACIP Recommended WA State Required
Hepatitis B
DTaP/Tdap
IPV
MMR
Varicella
PCV
Hib
Hepatitis A
HPV
Meningococcal
Flu
Rotavirus
COVID-19

Hepatitis B
DTaP/Tdap
IPV
MMR
Varicella
PCV (until 5 years old)
Hib (until 5 years old)

Recommended vs. Required
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Vaccines Required for
Child Care 2022-2023
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Vaccines Required for
Preschool-12th Grade School 2022-2023



CERTIFICATE OF IMMUNIZATION STATUS (CIS)
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Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS)

Before a child may attend a school or child care center, a parent 
must provide proof of the required immunizations or immunity 
using a department-approved Certificate of Immunization Status 
(CIS) form. WAC 246-105-050

The CIS form is created by the Department of Health. 

(it should not be recreated in an electronic health record)

http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-105-050
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There are three acceptable versions of the CIS: 

• Printed from and medically verified by  the WA Immunization Information System 
(no provider or parent validation signature needed):

(1) Validated CIS

(2) CIS printed from MyIR

• Hardcopy, handwritten CIS verified as accurate by:
• Health care provider signature; or

• School nurse, administrator, childcare health consultant (or their designee) signature 
that the information on the CIS matches attached medical vaccination records 

Acceptable CIS Versions



Washington State Department of Health | 16

Validation is: 

• Complete

• Not Complete

• Conditional

For series selected

• Child Care by age

• Preschool: 19 
months-3 years

• Preschool-TK: 4 
years

• Grade K-6

• Grade 7-9

• Grade 10-12

Validated CIS 
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Hardcopy CIS



EXEMPTIONS FROM THE SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 

AND THE 
CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION (COE)
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A child may be exempted from one or more required immunizations, RCW 
28A.210.090. 

To request an exemption, a parent/guardian must turn in a completed and signed 
Certificate of Exemption (COE) to the school or childcare. 

The COE is created by the Department of Health. 

It can be downloaded from this website: https://www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI

Exemption forms or letters from other states are not acceptable.

Certificate of Exemption (COE)

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.090
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.090
https://www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI
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• Personal or philosophical exemption 
• not allowed for measles, mumps or rubella immunization requirements

• Religious

• Religious membership 

• Medical 

Types of Exemptions for Children
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Philosophical/Personal and Religious Exemptions must have the signature of a health 
care practitioner that he or she: 

“provided the signator with information about the benefits and risks of immunization 
to the child.”

A health care practitioner is a physician (MD, DO), Naturopath (ND), Physician Assistant 
(PA) or Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP) licensed in WA State.

A health care practitioner who, in good faith, signs the statement about the education 
is immune from civil liability for providing the signature.RCW28A.210.090

Clinician and school staff have no role in assessing a parent’s personal or religious 
beliefs.

Education Requirement

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.090
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Website: 

www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI

Questions?

Feedback!

Email us at:

OIschools@doh.wa.gov

School and Child Care Immunization Page

http://www.doh.wa.gov/SCCI
mailto:OICPSchools@doh.wa.gov


CHILDCARE AND SCHOOL AGE IMMUNIZATION DATA UPDATE
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WADOH routinely uses immunization data from the Washington 
State Immunization Information System (WAIIS):

• A lifetime registry for WA resident immunization data

• Licensed healthcare providers track immunizations

• Considered the most complete and independent source of 
medically verified immunization data for WA state

• Different from data used in school reporting
• During the COVID-19 pandemic, school reporting was 

considered less reliable

The Washington State Immunization Information System (IIS)
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Reviewed school-age IIS data at vaccination milestones:

• 19-35m, 4-10y*, 11-12y, 13-17y

Pre-to-post pandemic timeframe: 

• December 2018-December 2022

Additional data and information can be found on the WADOH 
immunization data dashboard & the 2021 report of effects of 
COVID-19 pandemic on WA immunization rates:

• Immunization Measures by County Dashboard | Washington 
State Department of Health

• 348-867 Childhood Immunization Report (wa.gov)

*4-6y is the standard milestone age group but was expanded to include all school ages.

Childcare and School Age Immunizations: Coverage Data

https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/immunization-data/county-public-health-measures-dashboard
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/immunization-data/county-public-health-measures-dashboard
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/348-867-ChildhoodImmunizationReport2019-2021.pdf?uid=63eda08543fba
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Coverage rates for children fully vaccinated are behind pre-pandemic 
levels for 19- to 35-month-olds and more so for 11- to 12-year-olds.



The change from December 2018 to December 2022 in the percentage 
of children fully vaccinated varies across the state.



INDIVIDUAL VACCINE COVERAGE BY 

VACCINATION MILESTONE
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Coverage rates for 19- to 35-month-olds are behind pre-pandemic levels for 
most individual vaccines, with the largest gaps seen in DTaP and PCV (3%).

Children should complete the 4:3:1:3:3:1:4* immunization series by 19 months. The state and national goal is for 80% of young children to complete the immunization 

series. Additionally, the state and national goal for this population to complete each individual vaccine component on time is 90%
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Coverage rates 4- to 10-year-olds are relatively similar to pre-pandemic 
levels.

Children should complete the 5:4:4:3:2:2:2:4* immunization series by 4 years of age. The state and national goal is for 80% of young children to complete the immunization 

series. Additionally, the state and national goal for this population to complete each individual vaccine on time is 90%.
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Coverage rates in 11- to 12-year-olds are behind pre-pandemic levels for 
each vaccine, from 5% lower for HPV, to 10% lower for MCV, and 12% 
lower for Tdap.  

Adolescent immunization series initiation (1:1:1*) and completion (1:1:UTD**) coverage among 11-12 year olds. Adolescents should receive the MCV vaccine and first dose HPV 

vaccine when they receive the Tdap booster required for 7th grade entry. The state and national goal is for 80% of 15 year-olds to complete the immunization series. Additionally, 

the state and national goal is for 90% of 15 year-olds to complete for each individual vaccine.
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Coverage rates in 13- to 17-year-olds are consistent with pre-pandemic 
levels.

Adolescent immunization series initiation (1:1:1*) and completion (1:1:UTD**) coverage among 13-17 year olds. Adolescents should complete the 1:1:UTD series by age 13. The 

state and national goal is for 80% of adolescents to complete these immunizations by the age 15.
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• Absolute changes in vaccination coverage rates from Dec 2018-2022 were most noticeable 
for the 11- to 12-year-olds.

• Since December 2021, vaccination coverage rates have started to stabilize, with some 
vaccines showing small increases.

• Rates for all vaccines in the 11-12 year-old series (Tdap, HPV, MCV) and in HPV in the 13-17 
year olds remain the lowest. Future efforts should be targeted to these areas.

Key Takeaways
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DOH Strategies to Promote Pediatric Immunizations

➢ Immunization Rate Improvement Program for LHJs

➢ Immunization Quality Improvement Program

➢ Address Gaps in Vaccine Access

➢ Childhood Vaccine Program Enrollment Promotion



Washington State Department of Health | 37

DOH Strategies to Promote Pediatric Immunizations

Immunization Rate Improvement Program for LHJs

❑Supports activities to increase in immunization coverage rates 
for childhood populations & access to childhood vaccines.

o Total Statewide Funding: $498,755K

❑25 local health jurisdictions actively participating in the 
program.

❑Leverages opportunities for collaboration with community 
partners such as school staff, students, childcare facilities, VFC 
Providers, WIC programs, & community organizations to 
implement immunization promotion activities. 
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DOH Strategies to Promote Pediatric Immunizations

Immunization Quality Improvement Program

❑96 IQIP visits-initiated July-December 2022 with goal of 234 
by June 30, 2023.

❑Collaboration with WCAAP for WACHIP program.

❑ Over 40 clinics received training on IIS  Immunization QI tools 
(reminder/recall, coverage rate report, population mgmt.) 

❑Introduced the Immunize WA Bronze award for childhood 
4313314 series to encourage on time vaccination, in addition 
to Gold/Silver Level for HEDIS Combo 10.
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DOH Strategies to Promote Pediatric Immunizations

Address Gaps in Vaccine Access

❑Partners with Seattle Children’s REACH Residency program to 
conduct informal interviews with Childhood and COVID-19 
Vaccine Program Providers to assess barriers affecting rate of 
childhood vaccination for children 3 years old and under. 
Initial focus on Okanagan, Spokane, Whitman, & Yakima 
Counties.

❑Plans to identify appropriate DOH interventions to address 
barriers. 

❑Further work with Health Care Authority to assess if there are 
differences in vaccination coverage among children enrolled in 
Medicaid and approaches to resolve gaps.
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DOH Strategies to Promote Pediatric Immunizations

Childhood Vaccine Program Enrollment Promotion

❑Partnering with OPAE to expand access in juvenile 
correctional settings. 

❑Regional Reps promote CVP in their local health jurisdictions.

❑Planning with COVID team to promote CVP enrollment to 
providers enrolled in the COVID Vaccine program. 
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Questions?



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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