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Cumulative Health Impact Assessment

In the report, a total of 15 indicators were input 
into a formula to calculate cumulative health 
impact scores for ten representative zip codes 
in Seattle.  The highest cumulative impact score 
was the Beacon Hill/Georgetown/South Park 
neighborhood zip code 98108. With the support 
of this data, the Duwamish Valley can firmly be 
characterized as an area with disproportionate 
health impacts and environmental injustices 
where more actions, projects, and investment is 
needed to address health inequities.
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Story behind the curve: WHY DOES SOPHIA HAVE ASTHMA? 
It is not possible to tease apart the legacies of  racial discrimination, such as redlining, from why 
Sophia experiences asthma, today. The factors below have led to Sophia’s asthma and are  further 
exacerbated by the  growing equity gap in the City and within laws and regulations. 

No park or safe space to 
exercise in neighborhood

Lack of trees and vegetation

Emissions from industry

Live near heavy roadways and 
high traffic vehicle/truck area

Workplace exposure

Climate change/wildfires

No grocery in neighborhood 
with healthy foods

Poverty/unemployment

Trouble accessing health care

WSB closure

Lack of community consultation 
and decision-making power

Unknown? More data?

Recent 
immigrant

war at 
home

doctor does 
not speak 
Spanish

avoiding 
the doctor Lack of 

health 
education

Industries are vocal 
and don’t want to 

give up space

Trouble 
affording 

drugs

Lack of funding 
for HVAC 

maintenance

Other health 
factors

Smoking/alc
ohol/drug 
addiction

Previous 
injury

Poor indoor air 
quality/ventilation

Does not 
speak 

English

Genetic 
predisposition

Born 
premature

allergies

Transportation 
corridors

Stress 
and 

trauma
Does not own 

car – public 
transportation

healthy 
homes 

assessment?

traffic 
and dustProximity to sources of 

air pollution and industry

COVID-19 Impacts

Under invested 
neighborhood, low 
paying jobs

Poor industry 
environmental 
regulations 

Identifying Root Causes 
during the Stakeholders 
meeting 



CALLING OUT FOR SPECIFIC ACTIONS: 

❖ New Narratives for  WATER and ALL intersections 
incorporating Health EQUITY 
Public investments in water infrastructure must explicitly 
engage low-income communities and people of color 

❖ Support policies and system changes-  
Strengthening regulatory oversight over polluted discharges to 
groundwater, including monitoring and reporting as well as enforcement of 
penalties for legal violations;



CALLING OUT FOR SPECIFIC ACTIONS: 

❖ Invest in community capacity and participatory 
process 
A new way of workin WITH community FOR community 



INVEST 
PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS 



CREATING NEW INTERNAL STRUCTURES  - 

-  Is there a commitment and plan that includes 
budget? 

- Do you have an impact plan ?  and how are you 
designing this with community? 

-  Are communities  included in the impact and 
implementation plan? 



NOTHING 
ABOUT US
  
WITHTOUT 
US 



It took a biblical flood to get environmental 
groups...to come together with groups of the 
environmental justice, groups of faith-based 

groups, groups working on transportation 
and food security, etc. to come together.  And 
we say it should not take a disaster for us to 

come together. 
Robert Bullard, EJ Founding Leader



The Duwamish River is a lifeline, representing change, survival, and community. 
We want a clean-up that includes all of Seattle’s beautiful and diverse 
communities. We depend on this river for food, work, and connection to nature. 
We deserve a clean up plan that will serve our communities for generations to 
come.







Duwamish 
Valley Youth 

Corps
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The hidden cost of racism,” says UW 
educator Lindo, “is that it then doubles 
up as a burden of having to pay to cure 
ourselves for the harm that we didn't 

cause.”



 

 

   

THANK YOU! Any Questions ?   
For more information 
www.DRCC.org

http://www.drcc.org

