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Topics

Role of EPA

Focus areas for indoor air work

Key resources

Opportunities to connect



EPA Role in Indoor Air & Housing

Technical 
assistance 
Training,
science, 
research, 
guidance

Coordination 
of federal 
agencies, 
funders, others

Funding
Environmental 
programs,  
technical 
assistance 
providers 

‘Voluntary’ 
indoor air 
program
Limited 
authority for 
indoor 
environment 



EPA’s Indoor 
Air Related 
Grant 
Authorities

• State Agencies in OR, ID, WA, AK
• Nez Perce, Spokane, Coeur D’Alene

State Indoor Radon Grant (SIRG)

• Grants to Tribes/Consortia for enviro capacity building

Indian General Assistance Program (IGAP) Grants

• State and Tribal Air Programs
• Technical Assistance Providers e.g., Tribal Healthy Homes Network

Clean Air Act (CAA) Grants

• Climate resiliency
• Multi-media

Environmental Justice Grants

• Wildfire Preparedness in Community Buildings – closed. 
• National policy/systems change grants – open.

New: National Indoor Environments Grants



Looking 
forward –
new funding, 
projects, 
learning

US EPA Environmental Justice 
Grants, 2023  - a sampling of R10 
awards

Chelan County - $999,839 to build climate change resiliency from 
wildfires and protect health through smoke disaster preparedness.

Public Health - Seattle & King County - $1,000,000 for the Healthy 
and Resilient Communities Project to address indoor environmental 
health and climate change in South Seattle and South King County.

Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department - $1,000,000 for the 
Community-Led Wildfire Preparedness Initiative in Key Peninsula, 
East and Southeast Pierce County

Farmworker Justice Fund, Inc. - $500,000 for wildfire preparedness 
and resiliency in farmworker communities across the state.

Methow Valley Citizens Council - $460,504 to build climate 
resiliency from wildfire and other climate impacts through 
community-oriented solutions in Okanogan County.



Braid Funds to Reach Indoor Air Goals



Indoor Air Focus Areas
Address housing and health disparities, including rural and tribal

• Promote best practices, provide and coordinate training
• Tools for education, resident behavior change, builders, funding

Children’s environmental health protection
• Respiratory health disparities
• School (and childcare) tools and training

Climate change impacts
• Disaster preparedness and response – flooding, wildfire/smoke, etc
• Mold and moisture

Also…
• SARS-COV2
• Sensor technology



Focus: Tribal Indoor Air Needs
Government to Government & Trust Responsibilities



• Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services

• Governor’s Interagency Council on Health 
Disparities

• Nimiipuu Health and Nez Perce Tribe Air Quality 
Program

• Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board

• Portland Area Indian Health Service

• Urban Indian Health Institute and the Seattle Indian 
Health Board 

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

• Tribal Healthy Homes Network
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Working to address pediatric asthma disparities in tribal populations, with a focus 
on holistic approaches that remove environmental asthma triggers



Collection of Resources 
on Tribal Asthma
• Protecting Native Children with 

Asthma: Resources from the 
Northwest Tribal Asthma 
Initiative 

• Collection of 13 documents with 
information for policy makers
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Tulalip Tribes & Tribal Healthy Homes Network: 
Air Matters, Smoke Matters Toolkits, Education and Training



Conference Presentation 128/05/20XX



Focus: Rural Indoor Air Needs



Outreach Tools and 
Models

• Rural library program
• Coordination with fire marshals, 

FEMA, others

• Yakima area outreach events
• Flag program



Library Program Outreach – Indoors & Out!



NW Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit





Focus: Climate, Wildfire Smoke, Heat, 
Overlapping Hazards





High-Risk Firesheds and High-Risk Airsheds

COUNTIES AT-RISK OF VIOLATING 
PROPOSED EPA PM STANDARDS



8/05/20XX Conference Presentation 21



Wildfire Smoke: 
Tools to Reduce Exposure



New tech assistance resource through the Climate Resilient Schools Program! 
https://www.epa.gov/schools/climate-resilient-schools-program

HEAT AND SMOKE – OVERLAPPING HAZARDS



Focus: Infectious Disease, 
Cleaning and Disinfecting







Thank You
Erin  McTigue
Mctigue.Er in@epa.Gov
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