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• National system in place to monitor vaccine safety 

• Established in 1990 

• Maintained, operated, and monitored by the United States Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) and Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

• Collects information about possible side effects that occur after administration of  a 

United States-licensed or authorized vaccine for follow-up investigation 

• Helps scientists notice trends or reasons they should investigate a possible problem 

• VAERS website also shares vaccine safety-related information with parents/guardians, 

health care providers, vaccine manufacturers, state vaccine programs, and others 

• Anyone can report to and access information from VAERS 

• Find more information, review data, or submit a VAERS report at vaers.hhs.gov 

http://www.vaers.hhs.gov/


• VAERS is designed to receive reports from healthcare providers, patients, parents, or anyone 

who witnessed or heard of  a possible adverse reaction that occurred after getting any vaccine. 

• Healthcare providers are required by law (42 USC 300aa-25) to report to VAERS when: 

• Any adverse event listed in the VAERS Table of  Reportable Events Following 

Vaccination that occurs within the specified time period after vaccination. 

• Any adverse event listed by the vaccine manufacturer as a contraindication to further 

doses of  the vaccine. 

• Healthcare providers are strongly encouraged to report to VAERS when: 

• Any adverse event occurs after the administration of  a vaccine licensed or authorized in 

the United States, whether it is or is not clear that a vaccine caused the adverse event. 

• Vaccine administration errors occur. 

• Vaccine manufacturers are required to report to VAERS all adverse events that come to their 

attention. 

http://usc-cdn.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter6A/subchapter19/part2/subpartc&edition=prelim
https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf
https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf


• Anyone can submit a report to VAERS. 

• A VAERS report does not mean the vaccine caused the reaction or outcome. 

• It is not possible to use VAERS data to calculate how often an adverse event occurs. 

• VAERS offers a quick way for scientists to identify potential vaccine safety concerns for further 

follow-up. 

• When safety concerns are identified, further studies are conducted using systems such as the 

CDC’s Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD) and Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment (CISA) to 

determine possible connections and health risks. 

• The VSD conducts vaccine safety studies based on questions or concerns raised from the 

medical literature and reports to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) and 

other vaccine safety systems. Since 1990, VSD published many studies to address vaccine 

safety concerns. 

• The CISA Project is a network of  vaccine safety experts to improve understanding of 

possible reactions related to vaccines. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vsd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/index.html


• VAERS data are available to the public through a system called WONDER 

• Data in WONDER may contain information that is incomplete, coincidental, or not able to 

be verified 

• Data available to the public only includes the initial reports to VAERS 

• Updated data from medical records and corrections reported during follow-up are 

used by CDC and others for analysis. These data are not available to the public. 

• Reports of  death in WONDER may be misinterpreted or inaccurately analyzed 

• Ultimately, the data available in WONDER requires further investigation and should not be 

used to determine vaccine safety. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html


• It is the responsibility of  the federal government (CDC, FDA) to monitor vaccine safety. 

• VAERS staff  may contact WA-DOH if  assistance is needed for more information about 

specific cases, such as vaccination data. 

• CDC’s Immunization Safety Office contacts State Vaccine Safety Coordinator or 

Immunization Managers to initiate conversation. 

• Follow-up can be challenging if limited information is submitted in VAERS. 

• WA-DOH, like members of  the public, can access the available VAERS WONDER 

System. 

• DOH may also receive communication form CDC of  VAERS reports that impact 

our state. 

• WA-DOH encourages people to report to VAERS. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html


Find more information or submit a VAERS report at vaers.hhs.gov 

http://www.vaers.hhs.gov/






SB 5983 – STI 
Workgroup 

Recommendations 

SB 5829 – 
Congenital 

Cytomegalovirus 

SB 6234 – Newborn 
Screening for 

BCKDK 





• $ 90M in new investments for DOH (including SBOH and LHJs) 

• $19M investments to address opioid crisis   - data dashboards, naloxone 

distribution, prevention campaigns. 

• Funding to review and update School Environmental Health Rules 

• Expansion of Health Disparities Council 





IN IT TOGETHER! 
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