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2024 was a “short” session

• Even years are “short” 60-day sessions 

• Odd years are “long” 105-day sessions

Democratic Majorities in the House and Senate

1,615 bills introduced, 379 bills passed the Legislature

74 DOH implementation plans in progress 

• 27 bills

• 47 budget provisos

Supplemental budget - $2.1 Billion Overall 

2024 Legislative Session Recap
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Senate Bill 5271 Senate Bill 6095 Senate Bill 5982

DOH 

Facilities 

Enforcement

Standing 

Orders 

Authority

Updating 

the Vaccine 

Definition

2024 Agency Request Legislation
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DOH Outreach and Education Campaigns

• Statewide Drug Overdose Prevention campaign for youth and adults

• Higher Education – HB 2112

• OSPI Opioid Education Materials – Gov Requests  (OSP/OPAE/PCH)

Guidelines

• High potency synthetic opioid guidance for courts  - DCYF/Tight Timeline 

• Breastfeeding SUD

• Car Decontamination 

Naloxone Funding 

• Expand access to K-12 schools, higher education, libraries, first responders

Pass-through funding to local health, CBOs, and Tribes 

• Education & awareness opioid toolkits (Pierce County) 

• Public awareness campaigns

DOH Opioid data dashboard & systems funding 

Opioid and Fentanyl
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Workforce

• WA Health Corp Scholarships

• Workforce Supports – HB 2247 

Facilities

• Extending 23-hour crisis facilities to minors

Behavioral Crisis Coordination

• BH-Admin Services Designation (w/HCA)  

• 988 Funding  

Behavioral Health
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 WSBOH School Rule: Advisory Group Review

 Native Youth Sports Program funding 

 Shellfish program/fee review (and report)

 Fusion technology and clean energy policies workgroup

 Health Equity Zone Funding 

 HEAL Act Funding 

 Food as Medicine WIC Program

 Community Compensation Funding 

 Oral Health Equity Workgroup

Equity, Tribes, Environmental Health
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Certificate of  Need Assessment and Report

• CN exemption extended for psychiatric beds/hospitals

New Models of  Care

• Hospital at home services state law

• EMT Credential to Work in Hospitals 

POLST Registry Feasibility Study

WA HEALTH Assessment 

Health Systems Transformation
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New Interstate Licensing 

Compacts

Social Workers

Physician Assistants

Funding for a Community Organization to 

address health care workforce shortages amongst 

communities traditionally underserved  

Workforce Transformation
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Telemedicine 
Removes requirement that a patient and 

provider establish a relationship in-

person to receive payment parity 

Uniform law commission's uniform 

telehealth act 

• Provides circumstances in which out-of-state 
health care providers can provide telehealth 
services to patients in WA state. 

• Allows a provider to establish a relationship 
with a patient via audio or video telehealth.

AI Task Force 
Attorney General to convene to 

assess the use of  AI, develop 

principles and make 

recommendations for its 

regulation.  (DOH not listed as a 

participant)

Telemedicine and AI Legislation
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Key Dates  

March 7

Legislative 
session ended 

Spring

Plan for Next 
Session and 
Implement 
new laws  

Summer 
Develop 2025 

Proposals 

Sept. 

Proposals 
due to 

OFM  &  
Governor

Nov. 5

Elections

Dec

Gov’s 
Budget 

Proposal 
Released

Jan 2025

Leg. 
Session

Agency Request Legislation and Decision Package Funding 

• 2024 Laws:  Implementation plans created by Mid-April

Key Dates
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• Update Water Recreation Statute

• Pesticide Application Safety Committee 

• Safe Drinking Water Act - EPA Compliance

• WIC Hemoglobin Testing Exemption

• Reduce Barriers to Data Sharing
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IN IT TOGETHER! 

Umair A. Shah, MD,MPH
360-236-4030
Secretary@doh.wa.gov

Twitter: 
@WaHealthSec
@WADeptHealth
@ushahmd 
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