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Notice of Public Meeting 
School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 

Technical Advisory Committee 
Monday, December 16, 2024, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Physical meeting location: 
Washington State Department of Health  

111 Israel Rd. SE 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

Public Observation Room: Building TC1 Room 150 
Virtual meeting: ZOOM Webinar 

(hyperlink provided on next page) 
Language interpretation available 

  
 

Agenda 

Time Agenda Item Speaker 

  Call to Order  Patty Hayes, Committee Chair 

9:00 a.m. 1. Minutes Review Patty Hayes, Committee Chair 

9:05 a.m. 2. Reminders Patty Hayes, Committee Chair 

9:10 a.m. 3. Objectives and Meeting Agreement Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

9:15 a.m. 4. Outstanding Action Items Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

9:35 a.m. 5. Definition: School Official Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

10:00 a.m. 6. Definition: Stationary Machinery Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

10:20 a.m. Break  

10:30 a.m. 7. Language: Specialized Rooms (1)-(2) Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

10:50 a.m. 8. Language: Specialized Rooms (3) Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

11:20 a.m. Lunch  

12:20 a.m. 9. Language Review  Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

1:20 p.m.  Break Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

1:30 p.m. 10. Language Review   Karen Langehough, Facilitator 

2:50 p.m. 11. Informal Comment Period Patty Hayes, Committee Chair 

3:05 p.m. 12. Recap/Next Steps Andrew Kamali, Project Manager 

3:15 p.m. 13. Adjournment  

 
 



 
 

PO Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990 
(360) 236-4110 • wsboh@sboh.wa.gov • www.sboh.wa.gov 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 
To access the meeting online and to register: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_m1_IIzsCQT-egDtSu6qUjQ   
 
You can also dial-in using your phone for listen-only mode: 
 

   +1 253 205 0468       +1 253 215 8782       +1 346 248 7799    

   +1 669 444 9171       +1 669 900 9128       +1 719 359 4580    

   +1 301 715 8592       +1 305 224 1968       +1 309 205 3325    

   +1 312 626 6799       +1 360 209 5623       +1 386 347 5053    

   +1 507 473 4847       +1 564 217 2000       +1 646 558 8656    

   +1 646 931 3860       +1 689 278 1000     

 
Webinar ID: 881 1380 7232 
Passcode:  237032 
 

 
Important Meeting Information: 

• Times are estimates only. We reserve the right to alter the order of the agenda.  

• Every effort will be made to provide Spanish interpretation, American Sign Language (ASL), or 
Communication Access Real-time Transcription (CART) services. Should you need 
confirmation of these services, please email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov in advance of the meeting 
date. 

• If you would like meeting materials in an alternate format or a different language, or if you are a 
person living with a disability and need reasonable modification, please contact the State 
Board of Health at (360) 236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. Please make your 
request as soon as possible to help us meet your needs. Some requests may take longer than 
two weeks to fulfill. 

• TTY users can dial 711. 
 
Public comments and recommendations. You can comment on the draft rule in December 2024 
during focus groups, or you can submit comments online by going to School Environmental Health 
and Safety Rule comment form. 

mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
http://www.sboh.wa.gov/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_m1_IIzsCQT-egDtSu6qUjQ
mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
https://sboh.wa.gov/accessibility-and-americans-disabilities-act-ada
mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
https://airtable.com/appJiTDL3Ie6UZnqt/pag4ScKgkXAvDaL5U/form
https://airtable.com/appJiTDL3Ie6UZnqt/pag4ScKgkXAvDaL5U/form
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GUIDANCE FOR SPEAKING WITH LANGUAGE INTERPRETATION 
 

The Washington State Board of Health (Board) offers American Sign Language and Spanish 
interpretation during our regular public meetings. We do this as a part of our work towards increasing 
language access.  

We ask all speakers at Board meetings to follow this guidance to create an accessible meeting 
environment. If you have any questions or need guidance for presenting, please contact Board staff 
for support.  
 

WHAT TO EXPECT DURING A BOARD MEETING 
• You will receive a simplified version of this document at your seat on the day of the Board 

meeting.  
• Board staff or interpreters may give you cues to slow down your pace. The cues may include: 

o Raising a paddle sign to signal you to slow down. 
o Making a brief verbal interruption asking you to slow down. 

TIPS FOR SPEAKING AND PRESENTING DURING THE MEETING 
We ask that you help us mitigate the need for interruptions by speaking at a comfortable pace. Our 
ASL and Spanish interpreters cannot deliver your message accurately if you speak too quickly.  

• Take a breath after each sentence to give the interpreter time to deliver your message.  
• If you are reading from a script, please be aware that you may read faster than you speak. 
• To help the interpreters and audience identify you, state your name each time you begin 

talking. 
• Wait until someone else finishes speaking before you speak. Interpreters can only choose one 

person to interpret at a time.  
• Pause after introducing technical terms, proper nouns, dates, numbers, or figures to allow for 

interpretation.  
 
TIPS FOR TECHNICAL TERMS 

• We recommend including a pause after introducing technical terms, proper nouns, dates, 
numbers, or figures.  

o Example: “This briefing will discuss rulemaking around newborn screening for Ornithine 
Transcarbamylase Deficiency (OTCD) [pause for interpretation, wait for cue from 
interpreter to continue], Chapter 246-650 WAC [pause for interpretation, wait for cue 
from interpreter to continue].” 

• After you introduce technical terms or proper nouns use their acronyms for the remainder of 
the introduction.  

o Example: “For the remainder of this discussion, I will refer to this condition as OTCD.” 
• If you are using visual materials (e.g., tables), incorporate descriptive language of the visual 

material.  
o Example: “This is a table showing XXXX. And now, we’ll look at this part of the table…” 



 

 

 

Minutes for School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

December 4, 2024 
Hybrid Meeting 
ASL (or CART) 

Department of Health 
111 Israel Road 

Tumwater, WA 98501 
Meeting Room: Building TC1 Room 163/164 

Virtual meeting: ZOOM Webinar 

Technical Advisory Committee members: 

In-Room Participants 
Brian Buck, Lake Washington School District 
Brian Freeman, Inchelum School District 
David Hammond, Washington Association of School Administrators (WASA) 
Erin Hockaday, Benton Franklin Health District 
Jared Mason-Gere, Washington Education Association 
Jeff Rogers, WAMOA and Auburn School District 
Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
Lauren Jenks, Washington State Department of Health 
Laurette Rasmussen, Whatcom County Health & Community Services 
Morgan Powell, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
Nicole Daltoso, Evergreen Public Schools (Clark County) 
Preet Singh, Bellingham Public School 
Steve Main, Spokane Regional Health District 
Suzie Hanson, Washington Federation of Independent Schools 
Tammy Allison, Washington Association of School Business Officials 

Online Participants  
Patty Hayes, RN, MSN, Chair 
Becky Doughty, Spokane Public Schools 
Brook Wilkerson, School OPS 
Devon Kellogg, Washington State PTA (reside in Lake Washington SD) 
Doug Rich, Washington State Catholic Conference/Catholic Schools  
Gina Yonts, Association of Washington School Principals 
Kate Espy, South Kitsap School District 
Kellie Lacey, Richland School District 
Laura Peterson, Washington State PTA  
Laura Peterson, Washington State PTA (reside in Everett School District) 
Samantha Fogg, Washington State PTA (Seattle Public Schools) 

Technical Advisory Committee members absent: 
Anders Lindgren, School OPS 
Bailey Stanger, Benton Franklin Health District 
Dan Steele, Washington Association of School Administrators (WASA) 
Geoff Lawson, WAMOA and Auburn School District 
Jacob Cook, Parent 



 

 

Jaime Bodden, WSALPHO 
Jessica Sankey, Bellingham Public School 
Julie Salvi, Washington Education Association 
Kelly Cooper, Washington State Department of Health 
Kelly Cooper, Washington State Department of Health 
Kelsey Greenough, Richland School District 
Kenney Johnson, Lake Washington School District 
Nicole Roel, Washington Association of School Business Officials 
Pam Schwartz, Washington State Catholic Conference/Catholic Schools 
Randy Newman, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
Richard Conley, The Rural Alliance 
Roz Thompson, Association of Washington School Principals 
Sandra Jarrard, Spokane Public Schools 
Sandy Phillips, Spokane Regional Health District 
Sharon Ricci, Washington Federation of Independent Schools 
Susan Baird-Joshi, Washington State PTA (reside in Lake Washington SD) 
Ted Dehnke, Evergreen Public Schools (Clark County) 
Tyler Muench, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 

Technical Advisory Committee staff present: 
Andrew Kamali, Project Manager 
Nina Helping, Policy Advisor 
Marcus Dehart, Communications 
Michelle Larson, Communications 
Mary Baechler, Community Outreach Coordinator 

Guests and other participants: 
Karen Langehough, FirstRule, Facilitator 
Ali Boris, Department of Health subject matter expert (SME) 
Donald Westfall, Department of Commerce SME 
Emily Salzberg, Department of Commerce SME 
James Witherington, Department of Commerce SME 
Luke Howard, Department of Commerce SME 
Morgan Powell, OSPI SME 

1. Minutes Review 

Patty Hayes, Committee Chair, welcomed committee members and convened the School Rules 
Technical Advisory Committee meeting at 9:00 a.m. Chair Hayes presented meeting minutes and 
asked if there were any questions or comments. 

Chair Hayes welcomed the American Sign Language and Spanish language interpreters and 
appreciated their patience and support as the team navigated technical challenges.  

2. Reminders 

Chair Hayes stated that the meeting will be recorded and posted online shortly after the meeting then 
reminded everyone to speak slowly for the translators. 

3. Objectives and Meeting Agreement 

Karen Langehough, Facilitator, reviewed the meeting objectives and committee agreements on how to 
work together.  



 

 

Facilitator Langehough explained the general agenda for the day, which included reviewing language 
for routine inspections, specialized rooms, and lighting. 

Chair Hayes reinforced Facilitator Langehough’s comment that the language could be finished with this 
meeting and thanked each of the committee members for the incredible amount of work they have 
done.  

4. Workshop 

Funding Opportunities 
Morgan Powell, Office of Superintendent and Public Instruction (OSPI) subject matter expert (SME), 
discussed various topics: 

• Healthy Kids, Healthy Schools physical and nutrition grants. These grants can fund any project 
that improves student nutrition or health.  

• Indoor air quality assessments that districts can apply for and funding for smaller schools for 
HVAC and other equipment.  

• Lead in Water Remediation resulting from E2SHB 1139 from the 2021 legislative session. The 
program expects additional funds in 2025.  

• The small district energy assessment from HB 1257 (Clean Buildings) provides grant funding for 
energy assessments in small districts. This grant is still open, and first come, first served.  

• The small district modernization grant program is for districts with less than 1,000 enrolled or 
State Tribal-Compact schools. The advisory committee prioritizes the funds. 

• School district Health and Safety is an emergency repair pool with limited availability. The 
urgent repair pool provides additional funding for upgrades. 

• The American with Disabilities Act (ADA) equal access grants are capped at 100,000 per 
district. It is closed, but they anticipate funds to be available again next year. These funds 
improve accessibility for students with special needs.  

• The Career and Technical Education (CTE) grant is for career and technical education 
equipment used for career connected learning and work integrated learning opportunities.  

• Washington Sustainable Schools is not a grant, but there is a 2023 update to the sustainability 
guide for construction projects to follow based on legislation.  

Kevin Jacka, Committee Member, asked whether any of the grants were able to be written in 
collaboration with another school district as opposed to specific districts.  

SME Powell responded that follow-up is required. 

Susie Hansen, Committee Member, expressed appreciation with OSPI keeping up with laws to keep 
students safe and commented that as laws change, the private schools are trying to make important 
updates without any funding, and it’s challenging.  

SME Powell commented that a handful of funding (lead and water remediation) is available to private 
schools but acknowledged that most are for public schools.  

Member Jacka commented that CTE would be most helpful as a collaboration or partner grant.  

Devon Kellogg, Committee Member, asked about addressing the amount of direct pay tax credits 
available for things like ground-source heat pumps, solar, electric bus charging infrastructure, etc. They 
asked how OSPI is considering this and helping schools address the rebate model.  

SME Powell responded that their role is with state funds and can’t speak to federal funds.  



 

 

Emily Salzburg, Commerce SME, explained that the IRS allowed for direct pay, so schools can 
participate in a way they haven’t before. They offered technical assistance and resources for those that 
are interested.  

Member Kellog said that the challenge is getting up-front funding and suggested that OSPI could 
advocate for money to be available for up-front costs so schools can access it and pay it back. The 
rebate model adds extra challenge for schools that get funding from bonds and levies.  

SME Powell responded that OSPI does advocate every year for up-front funding for schools and it is 
usually on the agenda at the legislature.  

Facilitator Langehough asked committee members to introduce themselves. See the list of in-room and 
online participants above. 

Andrew Kamali, Program Manager, explained the plan for the next meetings.  

Perspectives 

Department of Commerce (Commerce): Clean building Performance Standards  

SME Salzburg introduced the state’s clean buildings law. 

Luke Howard, Commerce SME, explained the Clean Buildings law passed in 2019 and the associated 
rules developed by Commerce in 2020. The standard prescribes measures to take to make buildings 
efficient. Rules are found in WAC 194-50.  

SME Howard then discussed: 

• The compliance schedules, which depend on the size of the building. Larger buildings have 
earlier compliance dates. 

• The basic requirements for the tiers of buildings. For tier one, they must have operations and 
maintenance programs, an energy management plan, and compliance with an energy 
performance metric.  

• Benchmarking.  

• Ventilation impacts on energy use intensity (EUI). 

Doug Rich, Committee Member, asked whether commerce anticipates the EUI being adjusted upward 
as air quality measures are implemented  

SME Salzberg responded that they would consider that with sufficient data and that the change would 
need to be made through rulemaking, which takes time. 

Brian Freeman, Committee Member, asked a hypothetical question about the levels.  

SME Howard explained Clean Buildings Performance Standard (CBPS) exemptions, including financial 
hardships, and the penalties for noncompliance.  

SME Salzberg discussed funding opportunities for CBPS specifically and other commerce funds.  

Brian Buck, Committee Member, asked whether EUI targets were based on data out of Seattle.  

SME Howard replied that they used local and regional data.  

Member Buck asked whether the targets were developed before 2019. 



 

 

SME Howard responded they were developed in 2020.  

Member Buck asked whether the targets considered COVID.  

SME Howard answered that they used data pre-COVID.  

Member Buck asked whether there were plans to address the impacts of COVID on energy usage.  

SME Howard responded that they are discussing that more in breakouts and working with the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) to look at this.  

Member Buck asked how the EUI targets compared to a warehouse or a hospital.  

SME Howard explained that schools are one of the lower targets.  

Member Buck asked whether school districts could provide input in the PNNL study. 

SME Howard responded that the study is based on modeling and is close to being published, so they 
are not sure.  

Member Freeman asked about the impact on British thermal units (BTUs). 

SME Howard responded that EUI is essentially BTUs, as it is BTUs per square foot.  

Member Freeman asked whether adopting the higher threshold would increase utility bills 
proportionally.  

SME Howard confirmed.  

Member Kellog asked about Bellevue School District’s zero energy building that used IRA dollars to pay 
for installations. The district has incoming money from the utility and good air quality and asked how 
much research is going into these kinds of solutions and accessing federal dollars.  

SME Howard responded that PNNL is familiar with these research projects and directed Member 
Kellogg to their website.  

Member Buck commented that geothermal heat pumps are preferred for new construction, but 
retrofitting is not feasible.  

Department of Health (Department): Healthy Buildings Healthy Environments  

Ali Boris, Department SME, discussed: 

• Poor indoor air quality is a problem for Washington students.  

• Indoor air quality management principles and sources, and Department key guidance 
documents.  

• Ideal ventilation and considerations. 

• Health-based recommendations for filtration.  

• Outline for an indoor air quality plan. 

Member Freeman explained that their attendance rate is not relevant to funding. They asked to confirm 
some of the language choices related to indoor air quality intended parameters. 

PM Kamali confirmed Member Freeman’s question regarding the language.  

Member Rich asked what standards local health authorities will use when reviewing renovations. 



 

 

Member Buck asked SME Boris about the consultation with a design engineer in establishing the 21 
cubic feet per person (CFM).  

SME Boris confirmed they did consult with a mechanical engineer.  

Member Buck stated that their consultant said it is not achievable in a new building and asked whether 
it is something that can be discussed.  

SME Boris agreed it would be great to have that conversation.  

Member Freeman commented that the assumptions of students being present had an impact on the 
measurement.  

Steve Main, Committee Member, responded that they have talked about plans for review and approval 
with several architects and that even large spaces may only have a few students depending on the 
curriculum. That’s why they base it on curriculum.  

Member Buck discussed the occupant load factors of different classrooms. 

SME Boris discussed temperature parameters and the ideal case situation and explained health-based 
recommendations for source control.  

Break at 11:00 a.m. Returned at 11:10 a.m.  

Technical Advisory Committee: Practical Application 

Chair Hayes reminded the group that they must notify Senator Robinson of any conflicts that may exist 
so the legislature can fix that. They have asked PM Kamali and staff to take a closer look at certain 
applications of the rule.  

Chair Hayes asked SME Boris what the science-based standard is for healthy spaces for children and 
youth.  

Lauren Jenks, Committee Member, commented that the standards seem abstract and it isn’t possible to 
go into a classroom and know whether the standard is being met. They’d have to rely on the team for 
the measurement. K-12 guidance needs to be clearer about how to find what is incorrect.  

Members asked questions about the assumptions that go into CO2.  

Member Rich commented that agencies need to coordinate on new initiatives and that owners acting in 
good faith could delay implementation. People want to get things done but it is going to create 
difficulties.  

Erin Hockaday, Committee Member, commented that it’s difficult to measure a past plan review. The 21 
CFM value is backed by data, but if local health officers have reviewed the building, it may sit best as a 
recommendation to incorporate into a plan review. Member Hockaday also commented that CO2 is not 
a perfect proxy, but in setting minimum health and safety standards, it is something that is more easily 
measurable.  

Member Jenks commented that 21 CFM only applies to new construction and pointed out that there is 
still a question for older buildings and how to get clean air for them. Perhaps guidance could address 
older buildings and asked if there is a conflict with new construction and guidance.  

Various members agreed that indoor air quality is difficult to measure.  



 

 

Facilitator Langehough asked whether a crosswalk of the requirements and their associations would be 
helpful.  

SME Howard offered to put something together.  

Various members indicated a crosswalk would be valuable due to the many variables and factors 
involved.  

Members discussed potential conflicts.  

Chair Hayes indicated a crosswalk relating to the language drafted in the rule would be helpful to look 
at. If the group agrees that there is a conflict for current buildings, they need to flag it. Chair Hayes 
brought back Member Rich’s idea to coordinate with other agencies as a recommendation to include in 
their report and that it would be positive. The timing of implementation is relevant to the timing of this 
conversation. 

5. Breakout Sessions 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the breakout sessions and procedures. 

Online session 

Chair Hayes said this may be difficult since they can’t see each other and discouraged using the chat 
function for this purpose. 

James Witherington, Commerce SME, offered to speak to the issues of funding, incentives, grants, and 
phasing implementations. 

Member Kellogg said that the Clean Building Standard is important to prevent increasing warming fires, 
burst pipes, and those types of things. It’s challenging, but they are willing to solve the problem. 

Chair Hayes asked if a local school district could receive the Commerce exemption if they failed to pass 
a bond or levy.  

SME Witherington, said some of the language is vague, but providing documentation of financial 
hardship and attestation may work for an exemption. Exemptions are decided on a case-by-case basis. 

Member Rich asked about the private side, such as Catholic schools, and the funding mechanism for 
capital improvement.  

SME Witherington said much of this is on a case-by-case basis and encouraged Member Rich to reach 
out to Commerce.  

Member Rich said that Commerce recently visited Yakima. It was an excellent connection. 

Brook Wilkerson, Committee Member, asked how this applied to charter schools that get some funding 
but wouldn’t have access to the capital funds.  

SME Witherington said it would be the same as for public or private schools. There are specific breaks 
for public and private. Public buildings have the energy audit. There is still 10 million in funding this year 
to pay for energy audits. One big focus is to find unique or different funding mechanisms. The website 
fundhub.wa.gov is a great resource for opportunities. There is no penalty for combining different pots of 
money to serve needs. 



 

 

Member Kellog said the website has some technical assistance. They asked SME Witherington how to 
access some of the funding.  

SME Witherington said they are trying to work with the Department of Energy on this process. It is a 
lending program, but a mechanism. A federal funds grant writing process is also just beginning at 
Commerce. 

Member Kellogg talked about energy as a service and asked how schools can meet performance 
standards.  

SME Witherington talked about ownership of assets. SME Witherington said Commerce will provide 
case studies. They’ve been working with the Department of Energy and Mead School District and hope 
to make their findings public soon. 

Chair Hayes talked about the next steps and what the committee is required to write regarding the 
minimum health and safety standards for schools. It’s not the committee’s intent to create a conflict, but 
if there is already conflict between standards and what the Legislature has set up, we need to identify 
and navigate through it.  

Chair Hayes said we could use Commerce’s partnership when reviewing the language and other 
opportunities to make sure we are in sync as much as possible. The committee’s report is not a place 
for grants. It’s about the health and safety rules. Chair Hayes thanked the partners from Commerce. 

Funding Opportunities Session 

SME Salzberg asked if members had any questions. 

Member Freeman mentioned that several small schools have met with consultants to work on the 
energy calculations for their schools. Once that was calculated, the schools had asked the consultants 
to put the calculations into practical use and were changed again to do that work. Is it that complicated 
that you must pay someone to figure out if you comply with a requirement? If yes, then there is 
something wrong with the compliance piece. It should not be that complicated. A layperson should be 
able to do the paperwork needed to conform with the compliance standards. 

SME Salzberg said it is a lot easier if you meet the energy target. 

Member Freeman said that none of the schools in their area meet the energy target. 

SME Salzberg explained two options: 

• Pursue the investment criteria pathway that would include paying for the audit that you 
mentioned. 

• File for a financial hardship 

Funding is available to cover the cost of audits. 

Member Freeman would like to have a discussion with Commerce and a few other schools on possible 
funding opportunities to meet the Commerce requirements.  

SME Salzberg mentioned that SME Howard works on a team that provides one-on-one conversations 
with organizations seeking funding. Commerce and the state recognize that there is a cost to comply 
with the Commerce regulations. Commerce is continually pushing ideas to the Legislators to fund the 
work that needs to be done to achieve compliance. Commerce was able to get 20 million dollars to 
perform energy audits for publicly owned buildings like schools. 



 

 

Juan Gamez Briceno, Public Guest, asked how much it costs to perform an audit. 

SME Salzberg said it depends and it varies. The funds to do audits on publicly owned buildings covers 
audits at $0.50 per square foot. That appears to cover most of the audit costs. Some buildings could 
qualify for up to $1.00 per square foot, but $0.50 appears to cover the expense.  

Michelle Davis, Public Guest, asked for examples of qualifying for a financial hardship. For example, 
failure of a bond might constitute a qualifying event, but that is consistent across the state. Are there 
other exemptions as it feels like a school failing a bond is too late? 

Member Main said the problem with bonds is that they are targeted for the specific needs of the school 
and not necessarily to do these audits.  

SME Salzberg said areas where there is no capacity to even run a bond would qualify as a hardship. If 
you run a bond and you reach the cap of your deferred maintenance criteria then you will not have any 
extra to defer to building compliance and you could file for a hardship. Commerce would also like 
schools to help identify additional criteria that they should be looking at to identify hardships. 
Commerce has some discretion for what might qualify as a hardship.  

Member Allison said they passed a bond seven to eight years ago and built new schools, but they do 
not meet the energy code requirements. Now they are at the end of those funds and do not have 
enough to update the new buildings. 

SME Salzberg said that could qualify as a hardship. If you scope the financial problem, you see that the 
original standards were scoped by building type and about 50% of the buildings are meeting those 
requirements. Those buildings will need to benchmark, have an operations and maintenance program, 
and have an energy management plan, which also has costs, but many of the staff can cover those 
items. 

Member Feeman said that is not always the case. Not many of the schools in their district could 
generate those, and there have been many employee cuts. 

SME Salzberg reframed the issue. The buildings that already benchmark will still have costs, but those 
costs will be much lower. The schools that do not meet the benchmark can easily lower their energy 
use by fine tuning their operations and maintenance program—possibly minor, low-cost lighting 
upgrades. There will still be a small percentage of schools that will need to do far more costly upgrades. 

Member Allison asked if solar panels help.  

SME Salzberg said yes, they can if it can offset your net-energy usage. There’s a lot of funding 
available for solar panels in the state.  

SME Salzberg added that there is a new funding opportunity called the BEACONS Fellowship Program 
that offers fellowships to different organizations that can do the professional consultation needed for the 
benchmarking, operations, and maintenance planning and the energy management plan. If your school 
is a Puget Sound Energy customer, they already have fellows that they can “lend” out for this work. 
More information about the program can be found at https://www.commerce.wa.gov/washingtons-first-
in-the-nation-clean-buildings-fellowship-selected-for-7-78-million-federal-grant/ 

Member Main asked whether an existing building being turned into a school is considered a new 
school.  

SME Salzberg said that such buildings would have to be brought up to the current code, which includes 
the energy efficiency codes.  

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/washingtons-first-in-the-nation-clean-buildings-fellowship-selected-for-7-78-million-federal-grant/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/washingtons-first-in-the-nation-clean-buildings-fellowship-selected-for-7-78-million-federal-grant/


 

 

Member Allison asked if Tier 1 schools are required to meet all the reporting features needed to be 
done by the June 1, 2026, date. 

SME Salzberg said yes. 

Member Allison asked who is following through with compliance. 

SME Salzberg said there is a database that the building owner needs to request access to from 
Commerce. The owner can then delegate the reporting requirement to someone within school 
personnel. All reports will be logged in on the database.  

SME Salzberg said other exemptions would be vacant buildings based on a certain square footage of 
the building being vacant. 

Member Allison asked where the money from fines go. 

SME Salzberg said that they go back into the Commerce program, which pays for weatherization and 
helps support the clean building program, like statewide capacity issues or a grant program. 

SME Salzberg said there are funds available to help with benchmarking, operations and maintenance 
plans, and energy management plans. Those can be found at www.commerce.wa.gov/cbps. 

Technical Requirements Session 

SME Howard asked members for questions and comments. 

Member Buck discussed their findings with trying to achieve 21 CFM per person. Their discussions with 
consultants concluded that the system limited ventilation to about 17 CFM based on energy limitations. 

Member Buck asked if Commerce has used data from real buildings to determine if they can be 
compliant. 

SME Howard replied that the targets are based on national averages and modeling. Commerce doesn’t 
expect every new building to pass with flying colors, but not passing is an indication that something 
may need to be fixed. 

Member Buck asked whether Commerce has factored in new infrastructures like vehicle charging 
stations. 

Donald Westfall, Commerce SME, replied that they do have provisions for end use deductions specific 
to EV charging and some other infrastructure that may be attached to a building. These systems are 
sub metered, so you can track specific energy use. You can deduct that from your EUI calculation. 

SME Howard added that renewable energy production that's exported back to the grid (such as solar) 
can be deducted. Electrical utilities are mandated by the Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) to 
have 100% renewable electricity by a certain deadline. So, they're looking for opportunities to improve 
the grid and clean up that energy use. Schools can meet with local electrical utilities to potentially free 
space for the utilities to install solar on the facilities at the cost of the utility that would help improve EUI 
metrics. 

Member Buck asked if they could sub meter a data center. 

SME Howard said that depending on the size and percent of energy use, a data center could be sub 
metered and deduct that from the rest of the building. Then the data center would need to meet its own 
target for EUI. 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/cbps


 

 

Member Buck asked about pools used by the community. We would like to find a way to sub meter or 
separate if from the school facility. 

SME Howard said there’s no specific exception. Commerce has identified pools as a concern. 

Suzie Hanson, Committee Member, asked if that might change. 

SME Howard replied that it might change by 2029. 

SME Howard described how schools could audit, plan, and demonstrate what it would take to reach 
that plan and where the gap in funding is. You could then apply for a grant or a financial hardship 
exemption. You also have insights on your building that can help you make phased improvements over 
time. 

Jeff Rogers, Committee Member, asked how to determine which school districts you want to file for 
financial hardship. 

SME Howard recommended identifying the schools that are performing the worst and using the most 
energy. They referred to the example of Capitol High School in the presentation. It was built in the 70s 
and went through major renovations and now it’s meeting the target for EUI. They added that there’s 
going to be some funding through the Climate Commitment Act for private schools. 

Member Hanson described their plans to review mechanical equipment and what might need to be 
replaced in the future. That takes an enormous amount of time. So, when we talk about an indoor air 
quality role, we have already had to create a position for the Clean Building program. We’ve had to 
replace that person, which is expensive. We don’t want to have to do that with another role for air 
quality.  

Member Hanson also asked about the process for updating the targets that don’t have to go through 
the Legislature. Perhaps a sliding scale could be used. 

SME Howard replied that there is a weather normalization factor, but it doesn’t coordinate with 
ventilation. That’s something for us to think about. Anything is possible, but how complicated do we 
want it to be and how much money do we want to invest in it. 

Member Hanson mentioned the fact that if schools are fined, that increases the difficulty of achieving 
the goals of energy efficiency and a healthy environment as they try to pay off the fines while needing 
to invest in improvements. 

6. Key Takeaways 

Facilitator Langehough asked breakout groups to report on their key takeaways. 

Online Group Session 

Chair Hayes said they are not sure of any key takeaways other than good conversations and funding 
opportunities. 

Preet Singh, Committee Member, said the conversation was pretty good, but agreed with Chair Hayes 
that there were no key takeaways. 

Funding Opportunities  



 

 

Tammy Allison, Committee Member, said that SME Salzburg brought up a lot of different funding 
opportunities they could use such as a fellowship program coming out. We just have to look into what 
Commerce has. 

Technical Requirements Session 

Member Buck said they have a data center and asked if they could exclude that from the EUI target. 
They can’t do that for a pool, which is unfortunate. They haven’t measured if the current energy code is 
compliant, but all indications are that the newer buildings are compliant with the current energy code. 
An option is an audit and life cycle plan of the assets that you can schedule your energy improvements 
based on the life cycle of existing assets. If funding isn’t available, the school can apply for a financial 
hardship. 

Chair Hayes thanked the Commerce guests for their partnership. They asked Commerce to consider 
how the language we are drafting relates to the legislative requirement, and if there is a seeming 
conflict, how do we flag and support the system moving forward for the health of kids. 

Break at 12:38 p.m. Returned at 1:15 p.m. 

7. Language: Routine Inspections 

Facilitator Langehough reviewed the November 20 agreements and intentions. The focus today is on 
the language in (2)(c). 

Agreements 

On November 20, 2024, we:  

• Approved Sections (1) – (2)(b) 

• Postponed voting on Section (2)(c) 

Intent 

The intent of this section is to provide minimum requirements for routine inspections of 
school facilities by the local health officer. 

Routine Inspections (2)(c) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language.  

Proposed Language 

(c) Allow a school official or qualified designee to conduct the required additional 
inspections under a program approved by the local health officer, if the program includes 
provisions for: 
(i) Assuring that the school official or designee conducting the inspection has attended 
training in the standards, techniques, and methods used to conduct an environmental health 
and safety inspection;  
(ii) Completing a standardized checklist at each inspection; 
(iii) Providing a written report to the local health officer detailing the findings of the 
inspection, within 15 days of completing the inspection. 

Member Rogers said they don’t see where it says that students need to be present during inspections. 

Member Rich expressed concerns about students being present, especially during asbestos testing.  



 

 

Member Hockaday said local health officers generally prefer having students present during routine 
inspections. They try to get one person to inspect classrooms, and then another to inspect shop rooms, 
or someone who understands the intricacies of those areas. They do provide a self-inspection template. 
They provide a fall workshop every year, so everyone involved in self-inspection and self-re-inspection 
are aware of all the protocols to follow.  

Member Main said 15 days for the schools to do the self-inspection is a bit stringent as the local health 
jurisdictions have 30 days. Anyone completing the training can do the inspections. 

Member Hanson said Member Main’s program is a leader in the state and they appreciate it. They’d 
like to encourage other jurisdictions to have a system like that with training and trust involved.  

Member Hanson asked about (b)(i) and (ii). Are we suggesting those jurisdictions that are now doing 
inspections every two to three years go to three years?  

Facilitator Langehough said their understanding is the benchmark for frequency in (1)(a) is every three 
years. They can decide to go up to five years or less than three years based on the data they collect 
during their inspections. 

Member Jenks recommended clarifying the language.  

PM Kamali said there wasn’t time to fix since the last meeting, but it will be worded more clearly at our 
next meeting. 

Member Kellogg asked if we completed the imminent health hazards requirements.  

PM Kamali said we did finish that section, but they agreed it’s hard to follow. An imminent health hazard 
has different procedures that would take place.  

Member Kellogg said the other question is about (c)(ii): completing a standardized checklist. Is there a 
standardized checklist? And how do we measure air quality?  

Member Hockaday said the language says a local health officer “may” allow schools to reinspect if the 
program includes provisions for it. So, they can only allow schools to self-inspect if they provide the 
schools with a standardized checklist and training for the schools to be successful in self-inspections.  

Member Kellogg asked if a local health officer uses a standardized checklist.  

Member Hockaday said they have a K-12 Health and Safety Guide that many jurisdictions use. 
However, it’s up to the jurisdictions to refine the list as they see fit.  

Member Jenks said it’s normal for the jurisdiction inspection program to make sure the WAC is being 
fulfilled.  

Nicole Daltoso, Committee Member, gave an example in Clark County, based on proposed and existing 
language. They might go into a specialized room, see a 3-D printer, and ask what kind of ventilation or 
air filter is available. They are also looking for cleaning supplies brought in by teachers. There are 
various things found based on broad language in existing WAC. The broadness helps on the inspection 
side based on the type of room and space. 

Member Kellogg said this seems contingent on how the local health officers conduct and perceive the 
WAC. 

Facilitator Langehough moved to a vote based on fist to five for the language with a change from 15 to 
60 days. 



 

 

Voting Results 

Fist 1 2 3 4 5 

0 0 0 3 7 10 

Facilitator Langehough announced consensus for the revised language. 

8. Language: Specialized Rooms 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the terminology. 

Established Terms 

“Emergency eye wash fountain” means a hands-free device that meets the ANSI Z358.1-
2014 standards. 
“Emergency shower” means a hand-activated shower that meets the ANSI Z358.1-2014 
standards. 
“Magnetic switch” means a non-contact device used to monitor the position of machine 
guards, gates, and doors by sensing the presence or absence of a magnetic field and 
signaling the machine to shut down or enter safe mode if the field is interrupted. 
“Source capture system” means a mechanical exhaust system designed and constructed 
to capture air contaminants at their source and release air contaminants to the outdoor 
atmosphere. 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the proposed definition for Specialized Room. 

Definition: Specialized Room 

“Specialized room” means a room that has a specific function that requires equipment, 
furniture, or supplies not found in a standard room. This includes, but is not limited to, a 
career and technical education room, laboratory, auto shop, art room, or health room. 

Facilitator Langehough discussed where to review the language and asked the committee to read it. 
Established definitions do not require a vote; they exist elsewhere.  

Member Rich asked whether we should include things like personal protective equipment (PPE), such 
as eye guards and ear guards in this definition. 

Facilitator Langehough asked if the committee wanted to add a definition for PPE. 

Member Allison mentioned that PPE is under section (7), so there’s no need to add it to the definition.  

Member Rich agreed. 

Member Jenks asked what “established terms” meant that wouldn’t need a vote. 

Facilitator Langehough explained that there are terms that already have a scientific or legal definition 
that we're continuing to use, so we don’t need to vote on the language. 

Member Jenks replied that the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards may not be the 
appropriate reference. They recommended using the Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) 
standards that are in a different WAC. 

PM Kamali said regardless of whether we use ANSI or L&I, it's an established term that has a specific 
meaning that we are not going to alter. They gave the example of an emergency eyewash fountain is 
defined explicitly already in other rules or standards, so we're not going to write a new definition. PM 



 

 

Kamali thought that L&I refers to the ANSI standard. The staff captured an action item to double check 
the source. 

Laurette Rasmussen, Committee Member, had a question about whether specialized rooms would 
include a special education classroom. They have different types of equipment like swings and lifts.  

Member Freeman replied that the language says, “is not limited to.” Most special education rooms 
would be very similar to a general classroom as far as hazards. If there is a room that has additional 
hazards, it would be a specialized room. It is more about the activity that goes on in the room. 

Gina Yonts, Committee Member, asked if sensory rooms with swings and sensory materials fall under 
specialized rooms. 

Facilitator Langehough confirmed that they would be included as specialized rooms. 

Laura Peterson, Committee Member, noted that some special education rooms have changing rooms 
that are not bathrooms. They are not ventilated properly. They don’t have a sink with running water. 
Would they be included here?  

Facilitator Langehough replied yes. This would fall under the “not limited to” language. 

Member Kellogg asked if we should include cafeterias, or places with gas-powered cooking equipment, 
that can trigger asthma in children. 

Member Hockaday answered that food service areas would be covered under food safety WAC 246 
215. They have had situations with a lack of ventilation in cooking spaces, like family and consumer 
science or special education, where they had installed stoves but no ventilation. 

Member Buck asked whether specialized rooms are specifically classrooms. There are all kinds of 
rooms that are not designed for kids but are classrooms. Career and technical rooms, which are 
classrooms, and then laboratories, generic lab spaces where they learn robotics, and durable surface 
rooms for project labs. 

Member Hockaday answered that for the term room, there is a section, either the purpose or the 
authority section, that references that the code applies to spaces that are primarily used by students. 
The local health jurisdiction would treat a robotics lab, or something similar, like a general classroom if 
there are no safety concerns, such as contaminants of public health significance. 

Member Freeman commented that after hearing Member Hockaday, the language perhaps should be 
“this may include,” because it doesn't say this includes, because it may include a laboratory, may not 
include a laboratory. It depends on what's going on. Auto shop adds confusion, based on what is taught 
in the room. Eliminating the auto shop would add clarity. The “may” is a nice addition. 

Facilitator Langehough asked Nina Helpling, Policy Analyst, to remove “auto shop” from the language. 
Facilitator Langehough asked if we needed it to say classroom. 

PM Kamali replied that we do not want to say classroom because health rooms are not necessarily 
classrooms. They agreed with Member Freeman's statement, writing it as “this may include but is not 
limited to…”  

Member Main commented that when they inspect areas like a kiln or a scene shop that is on a stage of 
a high school, they inspect the construction as a CTE location. The language for specialized rooms 
says it “a room that has a specific function that requires equipment…”; Should it say that it “utilizes 
equipment.” The use of the room drives the requirements. 



 

 

Facilitator Langehough asked if they are recommending replacing the word requires with utilizes  

Member Main confirmed that was the intent.  

Member Hanson asked if the focus should be on a space instead of a room. 

Member Main replied that yes it could be a space, for example, a scene for a play; it may not be in the 
actual high school shop. 

Facilitator Langehough asked if there was a recommendation to replace a room with a space, does that 
make it too broad? 

Facilitator Langehough the language and called for a vote on the revised language using fist to five. 

Revised language 

“Specialized room” means a space or room that has a specific function that utilizes 
equipment, furniture, or supplies not found in a standard room. This may include but is not 
limited to, a career and technical education room, laboratory, art room, or health room. 

Voting Results 

Fist 1 2 3 4 5 

0 0 1 2 7 13 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus for the revised language. They asked if the person 
voting 2 had recommendations.  

Member Buck replied that if including health rooms, is it going to require eyewash stations? 

PM Kamali replied that things like eyewash stations are needed only if applicable to the function of the 
room. So, if a room has it, then it must meet these standards. It's not saying a health room must have 
all these pieces. 

Language: Specialized Rooms (1) – (2) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a school facility include, if 
applicable: 
(1) Single-use soap and single-use towels at handwashing sinks. 
(2) Emergency first aid fixtures: 
(a) Emergency eyewash fountain in each room where hazardous materials are used, or eye 
irritants are produced; 
(b) Emergency shower in each room where hazardous materials are used and the potential 
for chemical spills exists; and 
(c) All emergency eyewash fountains and showers must have unobstructed access and be 
within 10 seconds of use and less than 50 feet from anywhere in the room. 

Facilitator Langehough asked for clarifying questions. 



 

 

Member Kellogg said that the comparison chart had “shall” and gave specific examples like the 
eyewash fountain or the shower. This looks like it all got lumped into one and then put in “as 
applicable.” How do we evaluate if it's applicable? 

Member Hockaday recommended aligning this language with L&I language. They have a Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH) directive on emergency eye washing facilities. L&I requires to 
provide emergency washing facilities where employees are exposed to corrosives, strong irritants, or 
toxic chemicals. We could align with L&I’s language or cross-reference to their language. Applicability 
would be evaluated based on what is used in the space, such as what type of chemicals. It could be 
using baking soda and vinegar or much more toxic and corrosive chemicals. 

Facilitator Langehough thanked Member Hockaday and asked if the L&I language covers eyewash and 
showers—sub section (c) or just (a). 

Member Hockaday answered that it does cover all three. Subsection (c) appears to align with L&I 
language, but (a) and (d) don’t. L&I’s directive states that a shower is required if major portions of your 
body could be exposed to hazardous substances. We should avoid tweaking the language when 
there’s already a standard that exists.  

Facilitator Langehough said that there’s a recommendation to align with L&I. 

Member Main agreed. In addition to L&I language, the safety data sheets for chemicals will indicate if 
an eye wash or showers are needed. 

Facilitator Langehough asked staff to take an action item to align the language with L&I and bring it 
back on December 16. 

Language: Specialized Rooms (3) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

(3) Emergency shut-off valves or switch for gas and electricity connected to stationary 
machinery. Valves or switches must: 
(a) Be located close to the room exit door; 
(b) Have unobstructed access; and 
(c) Have signage posted adjacent to the valve that room occupants can easily read and 
understand from the opposite side of the room during an emergency. 

Member Allison asked if this is standard. 

Member Main answered that local health officers generally think of this as a recommendation, not a 
requirement in a shop. 

Member Freeman shared their experiences in three districts where they did not have these features. 
For small districts, this is going to require significant electrical work. If this is going to be a WAC, very 
few of them will have the electrical infrastructure to do this. It’s going to be a significant expense that 
could be $50,000 but might be higher. 

Member Hockaday agreed with Member Main about this being a recommendation, not a requirement. 
They requested additional research on the emergency shutoffs to see if they are reflected in another 
code or L&I’s core safety rules. We've broadened the definition of specialized rooms a bit from the old 
code. There are many other rooms with electrically powered equipment that are not going to have shut 
offs. Additional research could help clarify this language. 



 

 

Facilitator Langehough documented an action item to do additional research. They called for a vote 
using physical thumbs up or thumbs down on whether the rule should require this or not. 

Voting Results  

Thumbs up  Thumbs down 

3 18 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus to not requiring sub section (3). 

Member Main said that for new construction, this is a good thing. For an existing school, this could be a 
large expense. 

Member Hanson said that based on the definition of specialized rooms, a school couldn't use a theater 
space to do sewing or what have you, because of the requirement to have a shut-off switch. 

Facilitator Langehough clarified that the requirement was for stationary machinery. Sewing machines 
would not meet that classification. 

Member Rasmussen agreed with new construction needing that requirement. They’ve been in shops 
where there wasn’t a shut-off switch, and it would be exorbitantly expensive to add one. It should be a 
recommendation for existing spaces, but for new construction, it should be a given. 

Member Yonts said that in some specialized rooms with lifts for diapering and changing special 
education students, we have some of our most at-risk children with some of our least-trained 
paraprofessionals in a space. We need to note that we use standalone equipment that is specific to 
handling the health, care, and well-being of these students. 

Member Allison asked if this is already in place for new construction. 

Member Jenks said that in the Departments K-12 guide we recommend a shut-off for gas. 

Facilitator Langehough said that the committee took an action item to research that question. To 
confirm, our count is no, we are not going to require this right now, but we have the action item to do 
additional research. Is that correct? 

Member Kellogg asked if the $50,000 was for both gas or electricity; or is one cheaper to 
accommodate. 

Member Main said that we would generally apply it to shops as well as labs. 

Facilitator Langehough commented that if we know that gas is a requirement, we don’t need to reiterate 
it here. 

Language: Specialized Rooms (4) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

(4) A prohibition of use and storage of compounds that are: 
(a) Considered shock-sensitive explosives, for example, picric acid, dinitro-organics, 
isopropyl ether, ethyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dioxane; or 



 

 

(b) Lethal at low concentrations when inhaled or in contact with skin, for example, pure 
cyanides, hydrofluoric acid, toxic compressed gases, mercury liquid and mercury 
compounds, and chemicals identified as the P-list under WAC 173-303-9903.Discussion 

Facilitator Langehough asked if there were any clarifying questions. 

Member Buck asked if the storage of compounds listed here is already monitored by the fire 
department.  

Member Daltoso replied that it depends on the jurisdiction and the fire inspector coming in. It’s valuable 
to have the local health jurisdiction look.  

Member Allison asked if schools can even order these types of chemicals. 

Member Daltoso explained there is a list of the banned chemicals. There are often leftover chemicals in 
a back cupboard inherited by a new teacher. Some teachers bring stuff in and create a mystery 
chemical cabinet. 

Member Hockaday confirmed that teachers can still order these. They have found chemicals dating 
back to 1912. We had an experience recently with one school that had almost 80 banned chemicals. A 
fire inspector will look at chemicals under subsection (a) because shock sensitive chemicals are going 
to be more of a fire safety risk because they can detonate. A fire inspector wouldn't likely look at any of 
the lethal chemicals under subsection (b). The fire inspector is likely just going to make sure that they're 
in a fire cabinet. 

Member Rasmussen commented that it is not so much that schools are purchasing them, but they are 
still there. They found things from the 60s. It’s important that someone keeps an inventory and that it is 
checked by a chemical hygiene officer, which most districts don’t have. 
 
David Hammond, Committee Member, commented that as a high school principal, they interacted with 
the fire department. They care how you store chemicals, not necessarily what you have.  

Member Hockaday mentioned that including a health room in the definition of a specialized room might 
be an issue. Health rooms might store items like epinephrin pens or confiscated vape pens. These may 
contain some compounds that are identified under (b). 

Facilitator Langehough asked if the phrase “if applicable” addressed that concern. If not is there a more 
specific recommendation? 

Member Hockaday replied that they would have to think about it. 

Member Freeman asked if this excludes prescription medication. 

Member Rich asked if schools are allowed to possess these chemicals by law. 

Facilitator Langehough replied that we discussed the restricted list, and how some chemicals are 
brought in anyway. 

Member Rich replied they are prohibited in material, right? Because it looks as if we are saying you can 
no longer have these chemicals on your property. 

Member Hockaday answered that they are not prohibited materials. We are discussing whether we 
want to make them prohibited in schools due to safety concerns or health concerns. Going back to your 
language “if applicable” statement, that language is OK if it allows us to interpret that there may be 
exceptions to what can be used or stored on site. 



 

 

PM Kamali replied that we can put clarifying language in guidance, that if it’s medically prescribed or 
necessary it would be exempt, or if the material was confiscated. 

Member Hockaday commented that some schools are storing those because there are difficulties with 
disposing of them. We don’t want them to not confiscate them because they are concerned about this 
requirement. 

Facilitator Langehough asked if there is a recommendation for (b), such as unless medically necessary. 

Chair Hayes didn’t think so. They're talking about confiscated items like vape pens that have toxic 
compounds in them. PM Kamali is suggesting it would go in the guidance. 

Facilitator Langehough said the recommendation is that it goes in the guidance, that items can be 
confiscated, and that medical exceptions will be made. 

Member Rich asked if it is our place to make this decision that these materials are prohibited on school 
grounds. 

PM Kamali replied that it is. The committee is here to set the health and safety standards for schools. 

Member Hockaday said that there’s established guidance with the Centers for Disease Control and 
others, that the risk of the chemicals listed here outweigh their educational utility. These are very 
dangerous. 

Facilitator Langehough asked to move to the vote as is or with edits. 

Member Hanson asked if that includes additional guidance? 

Facilitator Langehough replied that it does. 

Voting Results 

As is  With edits 

21 0 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus for the language as is. 

Language: Specialized Rooms (5) – (7) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

(5) Safety procedures and process for instructing students regarding the proper use of 
hazardous materials or equipment. 
(6) Appropriate personal protective equipment when exposure to potential hazards might 
occur. 
(7) Situation-specific emergency and protective equipment during demonstrations with 
hazardous materials and with hazardous procedures. Examples of protective equipment 
include, but are not limited to, safety shields for eyes, protective gloves that are fire 
retardant and chemical resistant, respiratory protection, and fire extinguishers. 

Facilitator Langehough asked for clarifying questions. 

Member Daltoso asked whether (7) was captured in (6) when referring to PPE. 



 

 

Member Hanson asked why we have number (7). Whether there is a demonstration or the students are 
using it, they need PPE.  

Facilitator Langehough mentioned that the comments in the room suggest that the language is very 
wordy and confusing. 

Member Freeman commented that (6) and (7) are not the same. Sub section (6) address the need for 
personal protective equipment while (7) addresses the need for general protective equipment, such as 
fire extinguishers. 

Member Hanson asked if we need situation-specific equipment in (6). 

Member Freeman endorsed the language in (6) based on when exposure to potential hazards might 
occur.  

Member Hanson commented that (6) is about students using equipment and (7) is for when there’s a 
demonstration or the use of potentially hazardous materials. 

Member Main commented that students are going to need PPE when they are using things like band 
saws.  

Member Daltoso said that situation-specific emergency equipment should be there anyway and that 
wearing PPE when exposed to hazards in that classroom should always be practiced.  

Member Hockaday agreed that it must be there all the time.  

Member Freeman said that appropriate situation-specific emergency equipment should be available 
when exposure to potential hazards might occur. 

Member Hockaday said that they would agree with combining 6 and 7. 

Member Daltoso suggested putting examples into the Departments K-12 guidance. 

Facilitator Langehough asked if we should use “and/or” during demonstration.  

Member Freeman replied that the language has them separate just because one is related to PPE 
when there's exposure. The other is related to demonstrations that are happening and that’s the intent 
of having them separated.  

Member Yonts commented that there are times when students are involved and there are times when a 
teacher is involved. It's just important that there's a delineation there from a school leadership 
standpoint. 

Member Hanson asked if we combine them, we could say “situation-specific emergency and protective 
equipment during demonstrations or use of potentially hazardous materials with hazardous 
procedures.”  

Member Main replied that PPE will be needed when they’re using equipment like bandsaws and lathes, 
so it would be better to not be limited to just potentially hazardous materials and hazards.  

Member Daltoso added that situation specific emergency equipment is setting dependent; you are 
going to have the other emergency equipment there, that is applicable.  

Member Hockaday agreed and cited the language in (7), and that this should apply to demonstrations.  



 

 

Member Freeman discussed how the room should have appropriate situation-specific emergency and 
protective equipment when exposure to potential hazards might occur. The PPE is included in (6).  

Facilitator Langehough read the language back.  

Member Rich asked if we want to include and space along with rooms.  

Facilitator Langehough replied that space is included based on the definition of specialized room we 
approved. 

Member Hanson commented that it should be clear that PPE is needed for demonstrations.  

Facilitator Langehough replied that this is talking about the room. 

Member Buck asked if there are no demonstrations, then is 7 not applicable.  

Facilitator Langehough replied that when there is exposure potential, (7) covers demonstrations and 
use. 

Member Freeman answered that if it's a demonstration or use, and if there's exposure to potential 
hazards, then you need the appropriate situation-specific emergency equipment. 

Member Rasmussen asked in sub section (5), since we are talking about the room, do we want posted 
or signage?  

Member Freeman commented that in teaching building trades, students cannot use equipment until 
they have completed training and demonstrated safety protocol. 

Facilitator Langehough said the language is more action oriented about instructing the student versus 
just posting. 

Member Kellogg had a question regarding (1) through (7), and whether adding the word “use” of a 
specialized room would make it clearer. 

Facilitator Langehough stated that “use” is captured in the definition. They called for a vote with edits 
based on fist to five. 

Revised language 

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a school facility include, if 
applicable: 
(5) Safety procedures and process for instructing students regarding the proper use of 
hazardous materials or equipment. 
(6) Appropriate personal protective equipment when exposure to potential hazards might 
occur. 
(7) Appropriate situation-specific emergency and protective equipment is available when 
exposure to potential hazards might occur. 

Voting Results 

Fist 1 2 3 4 5 

0 0 0 2 8 12 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus with the revised language. 



 

 

Language: Specialized Rooms (8) – (9) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

(8) Magnetic switches on all stationary machinery to prevent machines from automatically 
restarting upon restoration of power after an electrical failure or activation of the emergency 
shut-off. 
(9) Appropriate ventilation or source capture systems that prevent the recirculation of air into 
the room or transfer of airflow into other parts of the school facility. 

Facilitator Langehough asked if there were clarifying questions. 

Member Freeman noted that (8) should no longer be included.  

Facilitator Langehough said we are focusing on (9), which will become the new (8). 

Member Jenks asked if without the electric shutoff, would this be relevant if the power went off.  

Member Freeman replied that no, the equipment does not have this capability.  

Member Yonts asked about diapering lifts for special education students: would those switches apply?  

Member Freeman replied that in their shop, of all the stationary equipment, only one has a magnetic 
switch. 

Member Yonts asked how the magnetic switch applied to diapering lifts. 

Facilitator Langehough replied that we don’t know. That will be a parking lot item.  

Member Hockaday mentioned that (9) is written to prevent the recirculation of hazardous air. It does not 
capture the language that was previously proposed in 366A under (8), which talks about not letting 
contaminants enter the students’ breathing zone. We also need to encourage spot ventilation to pull the 
contaminant out of the student's breathing zone.  

Facilitator Langehough discussed edits. 

Member Hockaday replied that the language 366A references appropriate source capture.  

Member Freeman asked if source capture systems would qualify. 

Member Main commented that in reading this, it would require mechanical exhaust to the outside.  

Member Allison asked if we could just put ventilation back. 

Member Hanson commented that it’s a fume extraction system.  

Member Main commented that it is an approved fume extraction system.  

Facilitator Langehough suggested revisions.  

Member Hockaday commented that in the code, air contaminants of public health importance are 
supposed to be directly exhausted outside the building, but sometimes there are portable ventilation 
units or a welding shop that had a giant roll-up door on their shop. So sometimes there are situations 
where you could approve it even though it is not a direct inline exhaust system. 



 

 

Member Daltoso recommends putting ventilation back in as an option. Other systems could be used, 
like opening the garage doors, or 3D unit.  

Member Freeman discussed including source capture. 

SME Boris described filtration systems and their effectiveness at removing potentially volatile organic 
compounds. Sometimes filters are not effective or can fill up fast. Right now, we are exhausting to the 
outside for a good reason. There are contaminants of concern that are not removed, and currently, we 
require that they be exhausted. 

PM Kamali suggested using appropriate ventilation or source capture system or other equipment 
approved by the local health officer. 

Member Daltoso recommended putting ventilation back in.  

Facilitator Langehough called for a vote on revised language using fist to five.  

Revised Language 

(8) Appropriate ventilation, source capture system, or other equipment approved by the local 
health officer to prevent the recirculation of air into the room or transfer of airflow into other 
parts of the school facility and to prevent contaminates from entering the students breathing 
zone. 

Voting Results 

Fist 1 2 3 4 5 

0 0 1 4 10 8 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus for the revised language.  

Member Hockaday discussed that in streamlining it, it has become vaguer, which will make it harder to 
enforce and for schools to interpret and recommended that we should have left it as the language that 
was suggested in 366A, which is clearer on what requires exhaust and what requires source capture. 

Facilitator Langehough acknowledged this.  

Language: Specialized Rooms (10) 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the language. 

Proposed Language 

(10) If a school facility includes a designated health room, a school official shall ensure that 
the health room includes: 
(a) The means to visually supervise and provide privacy for room occupants; 
(b) Surfaces that staff can easily clean and sanitize; 
(c) A handwashing sink in the room; 
(d) An adjoining restroom; and 
(e) Mechanical exhaust ventilation that ensures that air does not flow from the health room 
to other parts of the school facility. 

Facilitator Langehough asked for clarifying questions. 

Member Rich asked if we need to include PPE in this as well. 



 

 

Member Main discussed that PPE would be required by the employee, which is covered by L&I. 

Member Allison replied that they had looked at the old language in 366A, and it did not change much. 

Facilitator Langehough called for a vote on the language as is or with edits. 

Voting Results 

As is  With edits 

22 0 

Facilitator Langehough announced a unanimous approval for the language as is.  

9. Language: Lighting 

Facilitator Langehough introduced the section.  

Intents 

The intent of this section is to maintain the current lighting standards to ensure that there is 
minimized eye stress and fatigue for students. 

Established Terms 

"Foot-candle" means a unit of measure of the intensity of light falling on a surface, equal to 
one lumen per square foot. 
“Total solar energy transmission factor” means the measurement of solar gain due to the 
glazing of a window or door. 

Language: Lighting (1) – (5) 

Proposed Language 

A school official shall:  
(1) Provide light intensities that meet or exceed those specified in Table X.  
(a) Natural lighting, energy-efficient lighting systems, lighting fixtures, or bulbs may be used 
to maintain the minimum lighting intensities.  
(2) Control excessive brightness and glare in all instructional areas. Surface contrasts and 
direct or indirect glare must not cause excessive eye accommodation or eye strain 
problems. 
(3) Provide sun control to exclude direct sunlight from window areas and skylights of 
instructional areas, assembly rooms, and meeting rooms during at least 80 percent of the 
normal school hours. Sun control is not required for sun angles less than 42 degrees up 
from the horizontal. Sun control is not required if air conditioning is provided, or special glass 
is installed having a total solar energy transmission factor less than 60 percent. 
(4) Provide lighting in a manner that minimizes shadows and other lighting deficiencies on 
work and teaching surfaces. 
(5) Provide windows in sufficient number, size, and location to enable students to see 
outside at least 50 percent of the school day. Windows are optional in specialized rooms. 

Facilitator Langehough noted that there were no substantive changes to this section of language. The 
Board staff recommended only minor editing changes without changing the intent.  

Member Freeman requested clarification that the language onscreen was that of the current WAC and 
not the proposed WAC.  



 

 

Facilitator Langehough confirmed this was the case. 

Member Rich asked if there were any changes to Table X: Minimum Foot Candle Intensities.  

Facilitator Langehough confirmed there were not.  

Member Hockaday noted that the current WAC contains a consistency error with the Washington Food 

Code. They noted that it required a minimum of 30 foot-candles in kitchen and food storage areas, 

whereas the Washington Food Code requires 50 foot-candles.  

PM Kamali said that staff can update that piece to align with the newest code.  

Facilitator Langehough called for a physical thumbs-up, thumbs-down vote on whether to revert to the 

previous WAC 246-366-120 language for lighting. 

Voting Results 

Thumbs up  Thumbs down 

22 0 

Facilitator Langehough announced a consensus in favor of reverting to the original language in WAC 
246-366-120. 

10. Recap/Next Steps 

Facilitator Langehough announced that the committee completed their review of the proposed 
language. Board staff will follow up on the next steps with an email. 

Chair Hayes and Facilitator Langehough praised and thanked the committee for their work. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hayes adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m. 

 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
_________________  
Patty Hayes, Chair 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language,  
please contact the Washington State Board of Health at 360-236-4110  

or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov TTY users can dial 711. 

PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington • 98504-7990 
360-236-4110 • wsboh@sboh.wa.gov • sboh.wa.gov 

mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
http://www.sboh.wa.gov/
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Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Charter
Start Date: August 1, 2024                                 End Date: June 30, 2025
Members: See TAC Membership Addendum A

To review and update the rule for school environmental health and safety. The State Board
of Health (Board) and the Department of Health (Department) shall conduct the review with
a multi-disciplinary technical advisory committee (TAC). The proposed new rule shall
establish the minimum statewide health and safety standards for schools. The TAC will help
the Board consider the size of school districts, regional cost differences, the age of the
schools, the feasibility of implementing the proposed rule by section or subject area, and
any other variables that may affect the implementation of the rule.

We will:
Be respectful of all perspectives and opinions.
Communicate openly and respectfully, disagree without being disagreeable.
Assume positive intent and ask for clarification.
Share the air—allow everyone to share insights, one person speaking at a time.
Ask questions and seek to understand.
Be on time for meetings and calls.
Be present and actively participate (no multitasking during meetings).
Be efficient with our meeting time.
Meet deadlines and commitments.
Support the final decisions of the TAC.
Stay focused on the goals and objectives of the committee.

The committee will use Fist to Five and Ranked Choice Voting to make decisions.
Primary or Alternate member voting: Both may attend, but the Primary speaks and votes.
The alternate only speaks and votes when Primary is not in attendance.

Board Project Team will:
Email meeting materials 72 hours before the scheduled meeting 
Email updates and notices to TAC members and designated alternates 
Post information on 2024-2025 School Rule Review Project | SBOH (wa.gov)[1] to keep
the public informed. 

Objective

Team Expectations

Decision Making

Information Sharing

https://sboh.wa.gov/rulemaking/agency-rules-and-activity/2024-2025-school-rule-review-project


Chapter 246-366 WAC[2] Primary and Secondary Schools
Chapter 246-366A WAC[3] Environmental Health and Safety Standards for Primary and
Secondary Schools 
Chapter 296-800 WAC[4] Safety and Health Core Rules
Title 110 WAC[5] Children, Youth, and Families, Department of 
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[2] https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-366&full=true&pdf=true
[3] https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-366A&full=true&pdf=true
[4] https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-800&full=true&pdf=true
[5] https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110&pdf=true

Reference Materials

TAC Timeline

Project Timeline

Date & Location
Thursday, August 1, 2024 
Thursday, August 22, 2024
Tuesday, September 17, 2024 
Friday, October 4, 2024 
Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Thursday, October 31, 2024 
Wednesday, November 20, 2024 
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 

Location
Wenatchee
Olympia
Arlington
Leavenworth
Olympia
Olympia
Spokane
Olympia

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-366&full=true&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-366A&full=true&pdf=true
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-800&full=true&pdf=true
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110&pdf=true
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WAC 246-370 Chapter Comparison 1 

Approved language for 246-370 Previous Section Numbering (246-366 or 366A) 

001 Purpose 366-005 Purpose 

005 Definitions 366-010 Definitions 

010 Applicability 366-020 Substitutions 

020 Site Assessment  366-030 Site approval 

030 Construction Plan Review New, 
Alterations, and Portables  366-040 Plan review and inspection of schools 

040 Routine Inspection 

050 General Building Requirements 366-050 Buildings 

060 Showers and Restrooms 
366-060 Plumbing, water supply and fixtures 
366-070 Sewage disposal  

070 Ventilation  366-080 Ventilation 

080 Indoor Air Quality   New 

090 Temperature  
366-090 Heating 
366-100 Temperature control 

100 Noise 366-110 Sound control 

110 Lighting 366-120 Lighting 

120 Injury Prevention 366-140 Safety 

130 Imminent Health Hazard   New 

140 Playgrounds  

366A-150 Playgrounds—Construction and 
installation requirements 

366A-155 Playgrounds—Operation and 
maintenance requirements 

150 Specialized Rooms 

366A-160 Laboratories and shops—Construction 
requirements 

366A-165 Laboratories and shops—Operation and 
maintenance requirements 

160 Variances and Emergency Waivers 366-150 Exemption 

170 Severability 366-160 Severability 

180 Appeals 366A-180 Appeals 
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WAC 246-370-001 Purpose 2 

(1) The purpose of this chapter is to set minimum environmental health and safety standards for school 3 
facilities operated for the primary purpose of providing education. 4 
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WAC 246-370-005 Definitions 5 

(1) “Air cleaning technologies” means technologies used to reduce the levels of air contaminants in 6 
indoor air. 7 

(2) “Air contaminant” means pollutants in the air that could, depending on dose and circumstances, 8 
cause adverse health impacts. 9 

(3) “Carbon Filter” means a type of filter that uses activated carbon or charcoal to absorb air 10 
contaminants. 11 

(4) “Decibel, A-weighted (dBA)” means a decibel measure that has been weighted in accordance 12 
with the A-weighting scale. The A-weighting adjusts sound level as a function of frequency to 13 
correspond approximately to the sensitivity of human hearing. 14 

(5) “Emergency washing facilities” means emergency washing facilities such as emergency 15 
showers, eyewashes, eye/face washes, hand-held drench hoses, or other similar units. 16 

(6) “Emissions” mean substances released into the air, including gases and particles, from various 17 
sources.  18 

(7) “Equivalent Continuous Sound Level” or “Leq” means the sound pressure level of a noise 19 
fluctuating over a period of time, expressed as the amount of average energy.  20 

(8) “HEPA filter” means a high-efficiency particulate air filter, a type of pleated mechanical air filter 21 
that can theoretically remove 99.97% of particles with a size of 0.3 microns. 22 

(9) “Imminent health hazard” means a significant threat or significant danger to health or safety that 23 
requires immediate action to prevent serious illness, injury, or death. 24 

(10) “Integrated pest management” means a program that reduces sources of food, water, and 25 
shelter for pests by using the least toxic pest controls when necessary. 26 

(11) “Noise abatement” means measures taken to reduce unacceptable sounds or vibrations.  27 
(12) “Noise criterion 35 (NC35)” means the curve for specifying the maximum permissible sound 28 

pressure level for each frequency band. 29 
(13) “Noise criterion” means a single number for rating the sound quality of a room by comparing 30 

actual or calculated sound level spectra with a series of established octave band spectra.  31 
(14) “Portable” means any school building with a prefabricated structure that can be transported and 32 

installed on-site to provide additional educational space. 33 
(15) “Preschool” means an educational establishment or learning space offering early childhood 34 

education to children not old enough to attend kindergarten.   35 
(16) “Readiness Plan” means a written guide to ensure the health and safety of the occupants of a 36 

school facility in the event of a particular hazard, such as extreme heat or wildfire smoke. 37 
(17) “School facility” means all buildings and land intended primarily for student use including, but not 38 

limited to portables, sports fields, playgrounds, classrooms, and common areas. 39 
(18) “School” means any public institution of learning where the primary purpose is educational 40 

instruction for children in any grade from kindergarten through grade twelve and related activities 41 
by the public school as defined in RCW 28A.150.010 and any private school or private institution 42 
regulated by Chapter 28A.195 RCW. 43 

(19) “Source capture system” means a mechanical exhaust system designed and constructed to 44 
capture air contaminants at their source and release air contaminants to the outdoor atmosphere. 45 

(20) “Specialized room” means a space or room that has a specific function that utilizes equipment, 46 
furniture, or supplies not found in a standard room. This may include but is not limited to, a career 47 
and technical education room, laboratory, art room, or health room. 48 

(21) “Total ventilation” means the portion of air that is supplied to a designated zone from the 49 
outdoors, plus any filtered and recirculated air. 50 
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WAC 246-370-010 Applicability  51 

(1) Chapter 246-370 WAC applies to all facilities operated for the primary purpose of providing 52 

education, including those primary and secondary school facilities that offer preschool education or 53 

transition services except: 54 

(a) Any facility or part of a facility that is licensed by the department of children, youth and families 55 

under Title 110 WAC; 56 

(b) Private residences used for home-based instruction as defined by RCW 28A.225.010(4); 57 

(c) Facilities hosting educational programs where educational instruction is not a primary purpose, 58 

including, but not limited to, detention centers, jails, hospitals, mental health units, or long-term 59 

care facilities; 60 

(d) Private facilities where tutoring is the primary purpose;  61 

(e) Public or private postsecondary education facilities providing instruction to students enrolled in 62 

secondary school; and 63 

(f) State-tribal education compact schools established under chapter  28A.715 RCW , State-Tribal 64 

Education Compacts Authority.  65 

(2) Additional environmental health and safety rules that apply to school facilities include, but are not 66 

limited to: 67 

(a) Facility and equipment sanitation, food preparation, food storage, and food temperature control 68 

must follow the requirements of chapter 246-215 WAC, Food Service. 69 

(b) Food service workers, including contracted staff and volunteers, must maintain a current food 70 

worker card per chapter 246-217 WAC, Food Worker Cards. 71 

(c) Water Recreation Facilities or aquatic venues must follow the requirements of chapters 246-260 72 

WAC, Water Recreational Facilities, and 246-262 WAC, Recreational Water Contact Facilities, 73 

as applicable 74 

(d) Supply sewer and liquid waste disposal supplied to the school facility that:   75 

(i) Is connected to a municipal sewage disposal system according to chapter 173-240 WAC, if 76 

available; or  77 

(ii) Is connected to an on-site sewage disposal system designed, constructed, and maintained 78 

as required by chapters 246-272A or 246-272B WAC, and local ordinances.   79 

(e) The installation and maintenance of carbon monoxide detection and alarms in mechanical 80 

rooms and occupied zones as set forth in chapter 51-54A-0915 WAC;  81 

(f) Potable water supplied to the school facility that:  82 

(i) Meets the provisions of chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A public water supplies, or chapter 83 

246-291 WAC, Group B public water systems;   84 

(ii) Meets the requirements of the uniform plumbing code set forth in chapter 51-56 WAC;  85 

(iii) Follows the requirements for lead in drinking water set forth in RCW 43.70.830 through 86 

43.70.845 if the facility was built or the plumbing was replaced before 2016; and  87 

(iv) Has vacuum breakers or backflow prevention devices installed on hose bibs and supply 88 

nozzles used to connect hoses or tubing to housekeeping sinks; 89 

(3) These rules are not intended to replace or supersede the department of labor and industries' 90 

authority and jurisdiction under Title 296 WAC over employee safety and health. 91 

(4) These rules are not intended to replace building code council requirements under Title 51 WAC. In 92 

the event this chapter is more stringent to protect health and safety it may supersede Title 51 WAC. 93 

(5) If the local permitting jurisdiction received a complete building permit application for school 94 

construction before the effective date of this chapter, the construction-related requirements of 95 

chapter 246-366 WAC apply.  96 
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WAC 246-370-020 Site Assessment  97 

(1) A local health officer shall conduct or require a site assessment when a school district is planning: 98 

(a) To construct a new school facility on a site that was previously undeveloped or developed for 99 

other purposes; or 100 

(b) To convert an existing structure for primary use as a school facility. 101 

(2) A local health officer may conduct or require a site assessment when a school district is planning to 102 

construct: 103 

(a) A new school facility on an existing school site; or 104 

(b) An addition to an existing school facility. 105 

(3) A site assessment must include: 106 
(a) A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) that meets the requirements of the American 107 

Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard #1527-21 (published December 2021); 108 
(b) Sampling and analysis of potential contaminants if the Phase 1 ESA indicates that hazardous 109 

materials may be present. Sampling and analysis must comply with the applicable rules of the 110 
Washington state department of ecology; 111 

(c) A noise assessment that measures noise from all sources during the hours that school is 112 
normally in session. 113 
(i) The noise must not exceed: 114 

(A) An hourly average of 55 dBA or the mean sound energy level for a specified time in 115 
Leq60 minutes; and  116 

(B) An hourly maximum sound level, recorded during a specified time measured as Lmax, of 117 
75 dBA during the time of day the school is in session.  118 

(ii) If a site exceeds these sound levels, the school official must include a plan for noise 119 
reduction in the new construction proposal for review by the local health officer. 120 

(4) A school official shall: 121 

(a) Notify the local health officer within 90 days of starting: 122 

(i) The preliminary planning for school construction that requires a review and approval of a 123 
site assessment by a local health officer under subsection (1), or  124 

(ii) The preliminary planning for school construction under subsection (2) to determine if a site 125 
assessment is required by the local health officer. 126 

(b) Consult with the local health officer throughout the plan development phase regarding the scope 127 

of the site assessment and the timeline for completion of the site assessment. 128 

(c) Submit the written report to the local health officer assessing the potential impact of health and 129 

safety risks presented by the proposed site, including, but not limited to the following: 130 

(i) The findings and results obtained under subsection (3); 131 

(ii) An analysis of the findings; 132 

(iii) A description of any mitigation proposed to address identified health and safety risks present 133 

at the site; and 134 

(iv) Any site assessment-related information requested by the local health officer to complete 135 

the site assessment review and approval process. 136 

(d) Obtain the site review and written site approval from the local health officer when required under 137 
subsection (1) or (2) of this section. 138 

(5) The local health officer shall: 139 
(a) When notified by a school official, conduct an inspection of the proposed site; 140 

(b) Review the site assessment for environmental health and safety risk; 141 
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(c) For site assessments according to subsection (1) of this section, provide written approval, 142 

describe site deficiencies needing mitigation to obtain approval, or deny use of the proposed 143 

school facility site within 60 days of receiving a complete request unless a school official and the 144 

local health officer agree to a different timeline; and 145 

(d) For site assessments according to subsection (2) of this section, provide written approval or 146 

describe site deficiencies needing mitigation to obtain approval of the proposed school facility 147 

site within 60 days of receiving a complete request unless the school officials and the local 148 

health officer agree to a different timeline. 149 

(6) If a written site assessment request from a school official is received by the local health officer 150 
before the effective date of this section, the site assessment requirements of chapter 246-366 WAC 151 
apply unless otherwise specified in this chapter.  152 
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WAC 246-370-030 Construction Plan Review New, Alterations, and Portables  153 

(1) The following school construction projects must be reviewed and approved by the local health 154 
officer: 155 
(a) Construction of a new school facility, playground, or specialized room; 156 

(b) Establishment of a school in all or part of any existing structure previously used for another 157 

purpose; 158 

(c) Additions or alterations consisting of more than 5,000 square feet of floor area or more than 20 159 

percent of the total square feet of an existing school facility, whichever is less or 160 

(d) Alteration of a playground or specialized room; and 161 

(e) Installation or construction of a portable classroom. 162 

(2) A school official shall: 163 
(a) Consult with the local health officer at the 50 percent design development stage for school 164 

construction projects plans to determine if the project requires construction review. 165 

(i) Provide additional documents requested by the local health officer, which may include, but 166 

are not limited to, written statements signed by the project's licensed professional engineer 167 

verifying that design elements comply with requirements specified by these rules; and 168 

(ii) Consult with the local health officer to determine whether additional construction project 169 

review is required to ensure that the project meets the requirements of these rules; 170 

(b) Before starting construction, obtain written approval from the local health officer for the 171 

construction project. 172 

(i) If the school official meets the requirements of subsection (2)(a) but the local health officer 173 

does not meet the requirements of subsection 3, the school official may proceed with their 174 

scheduled construction timeline. 175 

(c) Request a preoccupancy inspection by the local health officer to ensure the correction of any 176 

imminent health hazards before allowing occupancy at the school facilities. 177 

(i) Notify the local health officer at least five business days before a desired preoccupancy 178 

inspection. 179 

(3) The local health officer shall: 180 
(a) Respond to a request to consult with a school official within 15 business days of receipt; 181 

(b) Consult with a school official to determine what is required for plan review and approval; 182 

(c) Review construction project plans at the 50 percent design development stage to confirm if a 183 

construction review and approval is needed to meet the health and safety requirements of these 184 

rules; 185 

(i) Consult with a school official when additional reviews are required.  186 

(ii) If construction review is necessary, identify and request any additional documents required 187 

to determine compliance with requirements set forth by these rules. 188 

(d) Provide written approval within 60 days of receiving the 100 percent design development for the 189 

construction design plans or provide a written statement describing construction project plan 190 

deficiencies that need to change to obtain approval. This timeline may be altered if mutually 191 

agreed upon by the school official and the local health officer. 192 
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(e) Conduct inspections: 193 

(i) In a coordinated effort with the on-site project manager or other appropriate person identified 194 

by a school official; 195 

(ii) At any point during the construction period to verify compliance with the requirements of this 196 

chapter; 197 

(iii) Before the completed construction project is occupied and not more than five business days 198 

after the date requested by a school official or as otherwise agreed to by the school official 199 

and the local health officer. 200 

(A) If an imminent health hazard is identified, a solution must be identified and agreed to by 201 

the school official, the local health officer, and the local building official and implemented 202 

by school officials before the affected portion of the building is occupied. 203 

(B) If other conditions of noncompliance with this chapter are identified, provide the school 204 

official with a written list of items and consult in developing a correction schedule based 205 

on the level of risk to health and safety. 206 

(iv) To confirm satisfactory correction of the items identified under (iii) of this subsection. 207 
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WAC 246-370-040 Routine Inspection 208 

(1) The local health officer shall: 209 
(a) Conduct an environmental health and safety inspection of each school facility within their 210 

jurisdiction every three years, prioritizing areas for emphasis based on risk.  211 
(b) Notify school officials at the time of discovery, or immediately following the inspection, if 212 

conditions that pose an imminent health hazard are identified and follow the imminent health 213 
hazard requirements set forth in WAC 246-370-130. 214 

(c) Consult with school officials upon completion of the inspection about findings and recommended 215 
follow-up actions and, if necessary, collaborate with school officials to develop a remediation 216 
schedule. 217 

(d) Issue a final inspection report, within sixty days following an inspection.  The local health officer 218 
may establish an alternate timeline for issuing the final inspection report when agreed upon in 219 
consultation with school officials. The report must include inspection findings related to this 220 
chapter and any required remediation. 221 

(e) Confirm, as needed, that corrections are accomplished. 222 
(2) The local health officer may:  223 

(a) Adjust the inspection interval of the schools within their jurisdiction if:   224 
(i) The local health officer develops a written risk-based inspection schedule, that is uniformly 225 

applied throughout the jurisdiction based on credible data or local risk factors such as but 226 
not limited to, low or high-risk environmental settings, recent findings in previous 227 
inspections, implementation of advanced monitoring systems, or age of school facility. 228 
(A) The time between routine inspections may not exceed five years. 229 
(B) The time between routine inspections may not be more frequent than one year. 230 

(b) A school official or qualified designee may conduct the required additional inspections under a 231 
program approved by the local health officer, if the program includes provisions for:  232 
(i) Assuring that the school official or designee conducting the inspection has attended training 233 

in the standards, techniques, and methods used to conduct an environmental health and 234 
safety inspection;  235 

(ii) Completing a standardized checklist at each inspection; and  236 
(iii) Providing a written report to the local health officer detailing the findings of the inspection, 237 

within 60 days of completing the inspection. 238 
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WAC 246-370-050 General Building Requirements 239 

(1) A school official shall ensure that school facilities: 240 

(a) Are clean and in good repair; 241 

(b) Do not attract, shelter, or promote the propagation of insects, rodents, bats, birds, and other pests of 242 

public health significance; 243 

(c) Have floors that suit the intended use, allow easy cleaning, and dry easily to inhibit mold growth and 244 

mitigate fall risks; 245 

(d) Mitigate trip, pest, or other public health hazards by providing proper storage for student jackets or 246 

backpacks, play equipment, and instructional equipment.  247 

(e) Provide toilet and handwashing facilities accessible for use during school hours and scheduled events 248 

that:  249 

(i) Provide handwashing facilities with access to soap and fixtures that maintain water temperatures 250 

between 85- and 120-degrees Fahrenheit; and 251 

(ii) Provide toilet paper.  252 



 

 

 11 

School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 2024 - 2025 

WAC 246-370-060 Showers and Restrooms  253 

(1) When new installation or renovation of an existing shower or restroom facility is planned, school 254 

officials shall: 255 

(a) Consult with the local health officer to determine if a construction review and plan approval is 256 

required. 257 

(b) Shower facilities must: 258 

(i) Automatically maintain hot water between 100° F and 120° F;  259 

(ii) Meet the requirements of the uniform plumbing code set forth in chapter 51-56 WAC; 260 

(iii) Contain floor surfaces in shower areas that are water-impervious, slip-resistant, and sloped 261 

to floor drains. Walls must be water-impervious up to showerhead height. Upper walls and 262 

ceilings must have an easily cleanable surface;  263 

(c) Provide shower facilities for grades nine and above for classes in physical education and for 264 

team sports that: 265 

(i) Meet a ratio of one shower per 15 individuals of each gender participating in physical 266 

education classes or team sports;1 267 

(ii) If provided, have drying areas adjacent to showers and locker or dressing rooms. Walls and 268 

ceilings must have an easily cleanable surface and floor surfaces must be water impervious, 269 

slip-resistant, and sloped to floor drains; 270 

(iii) When drying areas are not provided, locker or dressing room floor surfaces must be water-271 

impervious, slip-resistant, and sloped to floor drains; and 272 

(iv) Provide locker or dressing rooms adjacent to showers or drying rooms. Walls and ceilings 273 

must have an easily cleanable surface. When drying areas are provided, floor surfaces in 274 

locker or dressing rooms must be appropriate for the intended use, easily cleanable and 275 

dryable to effectively inhibit mold growth.  276 

(d) Provide restrooms: 277 

(i) That automatically maintains water between 85° F and 120° F; 278 

(ii) At a ratio of one toilet per 15 individuals with up to 10 percent of the toilet fixtures being 279 

substituted with urinals;2 280 

(iii) Meet the requirements of the uniform plumbing code set forth in chapter 51-56 WAC 281 

(iv) That contain water-impervious floor surfaces that are slip-resistant and sloped to floor 282 

drains;  283 

(v) With walls that are water-impervious up to water splash height. Upper walls and ceilings 284 

must have an easily cleanable surface; and 285 

(vi) With soap and single-use or disposable towels or blower or equivalent hand-drying device. 286 

(2) If a new installation or renovation of an existing shower or restroom facility requires local health 287 

officer review and approval, the local health officer shall follow the construction plan review 288 

requirements for new construction or alterations set forth in WAC 246-370-030. 289 

 
1 Per L&I shower requirements for employees WAC 296-800-23065 is 10 showers per gender. 1:15 is per the building 
code of 1 fixture per every 15 people.  
2 Per L&I specs for # of toilets in WAC 296-800-23020. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-800-23065
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-800-23020
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WAC 246-370-070 Ventilation  290 

(1) A school official shall ensure a school facility: 291 
(a) Excluding remodels, that is permitted as new construction after the effective date of this section, 292 

provides filtered outdoor and recirculated air supplies in schools when occupied at: 293 
(i) Outdoor ventilation rates as set forth in WAC 51-52-0403 and at least 21 cubic feet per 294 

minute per person; and 295 
(ii) Particulate filtration as set forth in WAC 51-52-0605 including a facility that has small, ducted 296 

air handlers and ventilation systems. 297 
(b) Permitted or constructed before the effective date of this section supplies filtered and 298 

recirculated air from the existing ventilation system, if feasible, that provides at least: 299 
(i) Outdoor ventilation rate as set forth in WAC 51-52-0403; and   300 
(ii) Particulate filtration as set forth in WAC 51-52-0605 including a facility that has small, ducted 301 

air handlers and ventilation systems. 302 
(c) Operates and maintains the ventilation system by, at minimum, performing routine ventilation 303 

system inspections, and replacing filters as needed to achieve required ventilation flow rates;  304 
(d) Limits air cleaning technologies to mechanical air cleaners that only use physical filtration, such 305 

as HEPA and carbon filters, unless the local health officer approves an alternative air cleaning 306 
technology.   307 

(e) Provides adequate ventilation for specialized rooms as set forth in WAC 246-370-150. 308 
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WAC 246-370-080 Indoor Air Quality  309 

(1) A school official shall:  310 
(a) Control sources of air contaminants by: 311 

(i) Excluding sources of potential air contaminants from a school facility; or  312 
(ii) Providing a space with appropriately used and maintained ventilation to minimize student 313 

exposure to potential air contaminants; 314 
(b) Develop and implement a plan to test for radon every five years in regularly occupied areas on 315 

and below the ground level; 316 
(c) Prohibit the use of air fresheners, candles, or other products that contain fragrances; 317 
(d) Physically contain construction activities that generate emissions or conduct construction at 318 

times that minimize student exposure;  319 
(e) Promptly control sources of moisture and remediate mold using measures to minimize occupant 320 

exposure to mold and chemicals used during the remediation process; 321 
(f) Ensure the implementation of a written indoor air quality plan within five years of the effective 322 

date of this section that includes: 323 
(i) Identified areas of indoor air quality concerns and develop preventative measures to 324 

address the concerns; 325 
(ii) A schedule to perform routine inspections of heating, ventilation, and cooling systems to 326 

ensure systems are operating within intended parameters of this rule; and  327 
(iii) An integrated pest management plan. 328 
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WAC 246-370-090 Temperature  329 

(1) A school official shall ensure that non-specialized rooms in the school facility:  330 
(a) Maintain a minimum temperature of 65 degrees Fahrenheit except for gymnasiums and 331 

hallways, which must be maintained at a minimum temperature of 60 degrees Fahrenheit; and 332 
(b) Do not exceed a maximum temperature of 79 degrees Fahrenheit. If the temperature of the 333 

school facility cannot be maintained at or below 79 degrees Fahrenheit, the school official shall 334 
develop and implement a heat readiness plan.  335 
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WAC 246-370-100 Noise 336 

(1) A school official shall ensure: 337 

(a) In new construction: 338 

(i) Construction plans that specify that ventilation equipment and other mechanical noise 339 

sources in classrooms are designed to provide background sound which conforms to a 340 

noise criterion curve or equivalent not to exceed NC-35. The owner shall certify equipment 341 

and features are installed according to the approved plans. 342 

(ii) The actual background noise at any student location within a newly constructed classroom 343 

does not exceed 45 dBA (Legx) and 70 dB (Leqx) (unweighted scale) where x is thirty 344 

seconds or more. The health officer shall determine compliance with this section when the 345 

ventilation system and the ventilation system's noise generating components, e.g., 346 

condenser, heat pump, etc., are in operation.  347 

(iii) The maximum ambient noise level in industrial arts, vocational agriculture and trade, and 348 

industrial classrooms shall not exceed 65 dBA when all fume and dust exhaust systems are 349 

operating. 350 

(b) Portable classrooms constructed before January 1, 1990, moved within the same school 351 

property or the same school district, are exempt from the requirements of this section if the 352 

portable classrooms: 353 

(i) Do not alter the noise abatement features; 354 

(ii) Do not increase noise-generating features; 355 

(iii) Were previously used for classroom instruction; 356 

(iv) Do not change ownership; and  357 

(v) Are located on a site that meets the noise assessment requirements set forth in WAC 246-358 

370-020(3)(c). 359 

(c) The maximum noise exposure for students in vocational education and music areas shall not 360 

exceed the levels specified in Table 1. 361 

(d) That activities that expose students to sound levels equal to or greater than 115 dBA are 362 

prohibited. 363 

(e) That students are provided and required to use personal protective equipment where noise 364 

levels exceed those specified in Table 1. Personal protective equipment must reduce student 365 

noise exposure to comply with the levels specified in Table 1. 366 

Table 1 

Maximum noise exposures permissible 

Duration per day 
(hours) 

Sound Level 
(dBA) 

8 85 

6 87 

4 90 

3 92 

2 95 

1-1/2 97 

1 100 

1/2 105 

1/4 110 

 367 
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WAC 246-370-110 Lighting 368 

(1) A school official shall:  369 
(a) Provide light intensities that meet or exceed those specified in Table 2.  370 

(i) Natural lighting, energy-efficient lighting systems, lighting fixtures, or bulbs may be used to 371 

maintain the minimum lighting intensities.  372 

Table 2  

Lighting intensities measured 30 inches above the floor or on working or 
teaching surfaces. Some lighting fixtures may require a start-up period 

before reaching maximum light output. 

Task 
Min. Foot Candle 

Intensity 

Special instructional areas where safety is of prime 
consideration or fine detail work is done, for example, 
family and consumer science laboratories, science 
laboratories (including chemical storage areas), shops, 
drafting rooms, and art and craft rooms. 

50 

Kitchen areas including food storage and preparation 
areas.  

50 

General instructional areas, for example, study halls, 
lecture rooms, and libraries. 

30 

Gymnasiums: main and auxiliary spaces, shower rooms 
and locker rooms. 

20 

Noninstructional areas including auditoriums, lunchrooms, 
assembly rooms, corridors, stairs, storerooms, and 
restrooms. 

10 

(b) Control excessive brightness and glare in all instructional areas. Surface contrasts and direct or 373 

indirect glare must not cause excessive eye accommodation or eye strain problems. 374 

(c) Provide sun control to exclude direct sunlight from window areas and skylights of instructional 375 

areas, assembly rooms, and meeting rooms during at least 80 percent of the normal school 376 

hours. Sun control is not required for sun angles less than 42 degrees up from the horizontal. 377 

Sun control is not required if air conditioning is provided, or special glass is installed having a 378 

total solar energy transmission factor less than 60 percent. 379 

(d) Provide lighting in a manner that minimizes shadows and other lighting deficiencies on work and 380 

teaching surfaces. 381 

(e) Provide windows in sufficient number, size, and location to enable students to see outside at 382 

least 50 percent of the school day. Windows are optional in specialized rooms.  383 
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WAC 246-370-120 Injury Prevention 384 

(1) A school official shall: 385 
(a) Mitigate potential slip and fall hazards by, but not limited to: 386 

(i) Providing stairwells and ramps with handrails and stairs with surfaces that reduce the risk of 387 

injury; 388 

(ii) Providing protection or barriers for areas that have fall risks such as balconies and orchestra 389 

pits; 390 

(iii) Storing unsecured equipment in a manner that prevents unauthorized use or injury; 391 

(b) Ensure chemical and cleaning supply storage that includes: 392 

(i) Manufacturer use instructions, warning labels, and Safety Data Sheets for proper storage of 393 

the supplies;  394 

(ii) Labels on supplies that are diluted from bulk chemical or cleaning agents with the accurate 395 

agent name and dilution rates; 396 

(iii) The original bulk or concentrated containers of cleaning and disinfectant agents for 397 

reference to labels and instructions until diluted contents are exhausted; 398 

(iv) Separation of incompatible substances; and 399 

(v) Access that is limited to authorized users. 400 

(c) Provide fragrance-free and low-hazard cleaning and sanitation supplies when available or 401 

ensure cleaning at a time and manner that would limit exposure to students; and 402 

(d) Provide a written policy to mitigate injury and the spread of diseases if the school allows animals 403 

other than service animals in a school facility.  404 
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WAC 246-370-130 Imminent Health Hazard Procedure  405 

(1) If a school official identifies a condition that could pose an imminent health hazard, a school official 406 

shall:  407 

(a) Immediately consult with the local health officer to investigate the suspected hazard; 408 

(b) Take immediate action to mitigate hazards and prevent exposure if an imminent health hazard is 409 

confirmed; and   410 

(c) A school may consult with the local health officer in developing appropriate health and safety 411 

messages for school staff, students, and parents. 412 

(2) If a local health officer identifies a condition that is an imminent health hazard at a school, the local 413 

health officer shall:  414 

(a) Immediately inform school officials of the imminent health hazard; 415 

(b) Take action in consultation with school officials to mitigate hazards and prevent exposure; and  416 

(c) If requested, assist school officials in developing health and safety messages for school staff, 417 

students, and parents. 418 



 

 

 19 

School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 2024 - 2025 

WAC 246-370-140 Playgrounds  419 

(1) A school official shall:  420 

(a) Consult with the local health officer regarding playground review and approval requirements 421 

prior to:  422 

(i) Installing new playground equipment or fall protection surfaces; 423 

(ii) Adding new playground features or equipment to an existing playground; or 424 

(iii) Modifying existing playground equipment, features, or fall protection surfaces; 425 

(b) Install, maintain, and operate playground equipment, including used equipment, and fall 426 

protection surfaces: 427 

(i) In a manner consistent with the ASTM F 1487-21: Standard Consumer Safety Performance 428 

Specification for Playground Equipment for Public Use; and 429 

(ii) In a manner consistent with the manufacturer's instructions and Consumer Product Safety 430 

Commission Handbook for Public Playground Safety, 2010; 431 

(c) Provide playground plans and equipment specifications and any additional information the local 432 

health officer requests; 433 

(d) Obtain plan review and written approval from the local health officer before installing, adding, or 434 

modifying playground equipment or fall protection surfaces; and  435 

(2) The local health officer shall:  436 

(a) Consult with a school official to determine requirements for playground plan review and 437 

approval consistent with the scope of the project; 438 

(b) Review playground plans and equipment specifications to confirm that the requirements of 439 

these rules are addressed; 440 

(c) Identify and request any additional documents required to complete the review; 441 

(d) Provide written approval or denial of the playground plans and equipment specifications within 442 

thirty days of receiving all documents needed to complete the review unless the school officials 443 

and the local health officer agree to a different timeline; 444 

(e) Verify that playground installation complies with the requirements of this section; and 445 

(f) Coordinate all playground-related inspections with the school official. 446 

(3) The use of chromated copper arsenate or creosote-treated wood to construct or install playground 447 

equipment, landscape structures, or other structures on which students may play is prohibited. 448 
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WAC 246-370-150 Specialized Rooms  449 

(1) A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a school facility include, if 450 
applicable: 451 
(a) Single-use soap and single-use towels at handwashing sinks. 452 

(b) Emergency washing facilities: 453 

(i) An emergency shower must be provided: 454 

(A) When there is potential for major portions of a person’s body to contact corrosives, 455 

strong irritants, or toxic chemicals; and 456 

(B) That delivers water to cascade over the user's entire body at a minimum rate of 20 457 

gallons (75 liters) per minute for fifteen minutes or more. 458 

(ii) An emergency eyewash fountain must be provided: 459 

(A) When there is potential for a person’s eyes to be exposed to corrosives, strong irritants, 460 

or toxic chemicals; 461 

(B) That irrigates and flushes both eyes simultaneously while the user holds their eyes open; 462 

(C) With an on-off valve that activates in one second or less and remains on without user 463 

assistance until intentionally turned off; and 464 

(D) That delivers at least 0.4 gallons (1.5 liters) of water per minute for fifteen minutes or 465 

more. 466 

(iii) Emergency washing facilities must: 467 

(A) Be located so that it takes no more than 10 seconds to reach and no more than fifty feet; 468 

(B) Be kept free of obstacles blocking their use; 469 

(C) Function correctly; and 470 

(D) Provide the quality and quantity of water that is satisfactory for the emergency washing 471 

purposes. 472 

(iv) The design, installation, and maintenance of emergency washing facilities must meet the 473 

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) publication Z358.1 - 2014, American National 474 

Standard for Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment. 475 

(c) A prohibition of use and storage of compounds that are: 476 

(i) Considered shock-sensitive explosives, for example, picric acid, dinitro-organics, isopropyl 477 

ether, ethyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dioxane; or 478 

(ii) Lethal at low concentrations when inhaled or in contact with skin, for example, pure 479 

cyanides, hydrofluoric acid, toxic compressed gases, mercury liquid and mercury 480 

compounds, and chemicals identified as the P-list under WAC 173-303-9903. 481 

(d) Safety procedures and process for instructing students regarding the proper use of hazardous 482 

materials or equipment. 483 

(e) Appropriate personal protective equipment when exposure to potential hazards might occur. 484 

(f) Appropriate situation-specific emergency equipment is available when exposure to potential 485 

hazards might occur. 486 

(g) Appropriate ventilation, source capture system, or other equipment approved by the local health 487 

officer to prevent the recirculation of air into the room or transfer of airflow into other parts of the 488 

school facility and to prevent contaminates or contaminants? from entering the students 489 

breathing zone. 490 

(h)  If a school facility includes a designated health room, a school official shall ensure that the 491 

health room includes: 492 

(i) The means to visually supervise and provide privacy for room occupants; 493 

(ii) Surfaces that staff can easily clean and sanitize; 494 
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(iii) A handwashing sink in the room; 495 

(iv) An adjoining restroom; and 496 

(v) Mechanical exhaust ventilation that ensures that air does not flow from the health room to 497 

other parts of the school facility. 498 
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WAC 246-370-160 Variances and Emergency Waivers  499 

(1) School officials may: 500 

(a) Submit a written variance request to the local health officer if there is an alternative that meets 501 

the intent of chapter 246-370 WAC. The variance request must include: 502 

(i) The specific rule section or sections that the variance would replace; 503 

(ii) The alternative that is proposed to replace the required rule; 504 

(iii) A description of how the variance will provide a comparable level of protection as the rule 505 

that it will replace; 506 

(iv) Any clarifying documentation needed to support the request including but not limited to 507 

engineering reports, scientific data, or photos. 508 

(b) Implement a variance only after obtaining approval from the local health officer. 509 

(2) The local health officer shall: 510 

(a) Provide written approval or denial of a request for a variance to the school applicant and the 511 

department within sixty days of receiving a complete written variance request, unless the school 512 

official and the local health officer agree to a different timeline.  513 

(3) The local health officer may grant a school official an emergency waiver from some or all of the 514 

requirements in these rules: 515 

(a) For the use of a temporary facility if the facility normally used by the school is not safe to be 516 

occupied; or  517 

(b) If a school can safely remain in operation during an imminent health hazard.  518 
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WAC 246-370-170 Severability  519 

(1) If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 520 

remainder of the chapter or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not 521 

affected. 522 
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WAC 246-370-180 Appeals 523 

(1) Environmental health and safety decisions or actions of the local health officer may be appealed to 524 

the local board of health. 525 

(2) Environmental health and safety appeals will be conducted in a manner consistent with the written 526 

procedure within each office. 527 
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Definitions 

Review 
and Vote 

“School official” means a member of the district or school staff who has the authority to make decisions on behalf of the district or 
school to maintain and improve environmental health and safety within the limitations of this rule.  

Review 
and Vote 

“Stationary machinery” means machinery that is designed to be permanently installed and not moved to service different 
needs. Stationary machinery is fixed in place and does not require intermittent movement. 

  



 
 

 

School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 2024 2025 

WAC 246-370-XXX  
Specialized Rooms  

 



 

 4  
 

School Environmental Health and Safety Rule Project 2024 2025 

Proposed Language: Specialized Rooms 

Review 
and Vote 

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a school facility include, if applicable: 

(1) Single-use soap and single-use towels at handwashing sinks. 

(2) Emergency first aid fixtures. 

(a) Emergency eyewash fountain in each room where hazardous materials are used or eye irritants are produced; 

(b) Emergency shower in each room where hazardous materials are used, and the potential for chemical spills exists; 

(c) All emergency eyewash fountains and showers must have unobstructed access and be within 10 seconds of use and less 

than 50 feet from anywhere in the room.  

Review 
and Vote1 

(3) Emergency shut-off valves or switches for gas and electricity connected to stationary machinery are installed during new 

construction. Valves or switches must: 

(a) Be located close to the room exit door; 

(b) Have unobstructed access; and 

(c) Have signage posted adjacent to the valve that room occupants can easily read and understand from the opposite side of the 

room during an emergency. 

Approved 

(4) A prohibition of use and storage of compounds that are: 

(a) Considered shock-sensitive explosives, for example, picric acid, dinitro-organics, isopropyl ether, ethyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, 

dioxane; or 

(b) Lethal at low concentrations when inhaled or in contact with skin, for example, pure cyanides, hydrofluoric acid, toxic 

compressed gases, mercury liquid and mercury compounds, and chemicals identified as the P-list under WAC 173-303-9903. 

Approved 

(5) Safety procedures and process for instructing students regarding the proper use of hazardous materials or equipment. 

(6) Appropriate personal protective equipment when exposure to potential hazards might occur. 

(7) Appropriate situation-specific emergency and protective equipment is available when exposure to potential hazards might occur. 

Approved 

(8) Appropriate ventilation, source capture system, or other equipment approved by the local health officer to prevent the 

recirculation of air into the room or transfer of airflow into other parts of the school facility and to prevent contaminates from 

entering the students breathing zone. 

 
1 Subsection (3) received 18 thumbs down to 3 thumbs up reaching a consensus to not include it in the Rule. Further discussion suggested that it could be 
included if it applied specifically to new construction. 
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Approved 

(9) If a school facility includes a designated health room, a school official shall ensure that the health room includes: 

(a) The means to visually supervise and provide privacy for room occupants; 

(b) Surfaces that staff can easily clean and sanitize; 

(c) A handwashing sink in the room; 

(d) An adjoining restroom; and 

(e) Mechanical exhaust ventilation that ensures that air does not flow from the health room to other parts of the school facility. 
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Language Comparison: Specialized Rooms 

Proposed Language Language Approved 12/4/24 WAC 246-366A-040, 050, and 165 

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that 
are part of a school facility include, if applicable: 
(1) Single-use soap and single-use towels at 

handwashing sinks. 

(2) Emergency first aid fixtures. 
(a) Emergency eyewash fountain in each room 
where hazardous materials are used or eye irritants 
are produced; 
(b) Emergency shower in each room where 
hazardous materials are used and the potential for 
chemical spills exists; 
(c) All emergency eyewash fountains and showers 
must have unobstructed access and be within 10 
seconds of use and less than 50 feet from 
anywhere in the room.2 

 School officials shall: 
(1) Provide an emergency eyewash fountain for 
each laboratory and shop where hazardous 
materials are used or eye irritants are produced.  
(2) Provide an emergency shower for each 
laboratory where hazardous materials are used and 
the potential for chemical spills exists.  
(3) Assure that all emergency eyewash fountains 
and showers have unobstructed access and are 
reachable within ten seconds. 
(4) Provide handwashing and appropriate drying 
facilities in an easily accessible location in each 
laboratory and shop 

(3) Emergency shut-off valves or switches for gas 
and electricity connected to stationary machinery 
are installed during new construction. Valves or 
switches must: 
(a) Be located close to the room exit door; 
(b) Have unobstructed access; and 
(c) Have signage posted adjacent to the valve that 
room occupants can easily read and understand 
from the opposite side of the room during an 
emergency. 

 (5) Provide emergency shut-offs for gas and 
electricity connected to stationary machinery in 
laboratories and shops. Emergency shut-offs must: 
(a) Be located in close proximity to the room exit 
door;  
(b) Have unobstructed access; and 
(c) Have signage readable from across the room for 
immediate identification during an emergency. 

 
2 Eyewash and Emergency Washing Facilities 

https://www.lni.wa.gov/safety-health/safety-topics/topics/eyewash#requirements-and-policies
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Proposed Language Language Approved 12/4/24 WAC 246-366A-040, 050, and 165 

 (4) A prohibition of use and storage of compounds 
that are: 
(a) Considered shock-sensitive explosives, for 
example, picric acid, dinitro-organics, isopropyl 
ether, ethyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dioxane; or 
(b) Lethal at low concentrations when inhaled or in 
contact with skin, for example, pure cyanides, 
hydrofluoric acid, toxic compressed gases, mercury 
liquid and mercury compounds, and chemicals  

(2) Prohibit use and storage of compounds that are: 
(a) Considered shock-sensitive explosives, for 
example, picric acid, dinitro-organics, isopropyl 
ether, ethyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, dioxane; or 
(b) Lethal at low concentrations when inhaled or in 
contact with skin, for example, pure cyanides, 
hydrofluoric acid, toxic compressed gases, mercury 
liquid and mercury compounds, and chemicals 
identified as the P-list under WAC 173-303-9903. 

 (5) Safety procedures and process for instructing 
students regarding the proper use of hazardous 
materials or equipment. 
(6) Appropriate personal protective equipment 
when exposure to potential hazards might occur. 
(7) Situation-specific emergency and protective 
equipment during demonstrations with hazardous 
materials and with hazardous procedures. 
Examples of protective equipment include, but are 
not limited to, safety shields for eyes, protective 
gloves that are fire retardant and chemical 
resistant, respiratory protection, and fire 
extinguishers. 

(3) Adopt safety procedures and processes for 
instructing students regarding the proper use 
of hazardous materials and equipment. 

(4) Provide and require use of appropriate 
personal protective equipment when exposure 
to potential hazards might occur. Potential 
hazards include, but are not limited to 
hazardous material exposures, burns, cuts, 
and punctures. 

(5) Provide situation-specific emergency and 
protective equipment during demonstrations 
with hazardous materials and with hazardous 
procedures. Examples of protective equipment 
include, but are not limited to, safety shields 
for eyes, protective gloves that are fire 
retardant and chemical resistant, respiratory 
protection, and fire extinguishers. 

  (6) Provide all stationary machinery in laboratories 
and shops with magnetic-type switches to prevent 
machines from automatically restarting upon 
restoration of power after an electrical failure or 
activation of the emergency shut-off. 
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 (8) Appropriate ventilation or source capture 
systems that prevent the recirculation of air into the 
room or transfer of airflow into other parts of the 
school facility. 

(7) Provide mechanical exhaust ventilation in 
hazardous material storerooms, and in laboratories 
and shops where equipment or activities may 
produce air contaminants of public health 
importance. 
(8) When activities or equipment in laboratories or 
shops produce air contaminants of public health 
importance, provide an appropriate source capture 
system to prevent those contaminants from 
entering the student's breathing zone. These 
activities and equipment include, but are not limited 
to, spray painting, welding, pottery kilns, chemistry 
experiments, and wood-working. 

 (9) If a school facility includes a designated health 
room, a school official shall ensure that the health 
room includes: 
(a) The means to visually supervise and provide 
privacy for room occupants; 

(8) Provide the following items for health rooms, if 
health rooms are provided: 
(a) The means to visually supervise and provide 
privacy of room occupants; 

 (b) Surfaces that staff can easily clean and sanitize; (b) Surfaces that can be easily cleaned and 
sanitized; 

 (c) A handwashing sink in the room; (c) A handwashing sink in the room; 

 (d) An adjoining restroom; and (d) An adjoining restroom; and 

 (e) Mechanical exhaust ventilation that ensures that 
air does not flow from the health room to other 
parts of the school facility. 

(e) Mechanical exhaust ventilation so that air does 
not flow from the health room to other parts of the 
school facility. 
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4. Today’s Objectives

• Review outstanding action items

• Vote on remaining definitions and language

• Review approved language:

- Inconsistencies 

- Confusing language

- Redundancy

- Potential gaps

Present Report 
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TAC Agreements 

– Be respectful of all perspectives and opinions

– Communicate openly and respectfully, disagree without being disagreeable

– Assume positive intent and ask for clarification 

– Share the air; allow everyone to share insights, one person speaking at a time

– Ask questions and seek to understand

– Be on time for meetings/calls

– Be present and actively participate (no multitasking during meetings)

– Be efficient with our meeting time

– Meet deadlines and commitments

– Support the final decisions of the TAC

– Stay focused on the goals and objectives of the committee

Outstanding Action Items

7

Ventilation 

What are the best measurements to use?

1) Cubic feet per minute per person?

2) Carbon Dioxide?

3) Other?

Are there requirements we should add for existing buildings?

6
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Definitions

8

School Official

“School official” means a member of the district or school staff 

who has the authority to make decisions on behalf of the district or 

school to maintain and improve environmental health and safety 

within the limitations of this rule.

Definitions

11

Stationary Machinery

“Stationary machinery” means machinery that is designed to be 

installed in a fixed location and does not require intermittent 

movement to service different needs.

8
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10-Minute Break

Return at 10:30 a.m.

14

Proposed Rule Section:

Specialized Rooms 

15

14

15
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Specialized Rooms 

16

Intent

The intent of this section is to set standards to mitigate risk and injury in rooms where high risks 

tasks are completed or there is an increased chance of exposure to harmful 

containments/chemicals. 

Specialized Rooms 

17

Language: Specialized Rooms (1)-(2)

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a 

school facility include, if applicable:

1) Single-use soap and single-use towels at handwashing sinks.

2) Emergency first aid fixtures:

a) Emergency eyewash fountain in each room where 

hazardous materials are used, or eye irritants are produced;

b) Emergency shower in each room where hazardous 

materials are used and the potential for chemical spills 

exists; and

c) All emergency eyewash fountains and showers must have 

unobstructed access and be within 10 seconds of use and 

less than 50 feet from anywhere in the room. 

16
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Specialized Rooms 

18

Language: Specialized Rooms (3)

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a 

school facility include, if applicable:

3) Emergency shut-off valves or switches for gas and electricity 

connected to stationary machinery are installed during new 

construction. Valves or switches must:

a) Be located close to the room exit door;

b) Have unobstructed access; and

c) Have signage posted adjacent to the valve that room 

occupants can easily read and understand from the opposite 

side of the room during an emergency.

Specialized Rooms 

19

Language: Specialized Rooms (3) Second Vote

A school official shall ensure specialized rooms that are part of a 

school facility include, if applicable:

3) Emergency shut-off valves or switches for gas and electricity 

connected to stationary machinery are installed during new 

construction. Valves or switches must:

a) Be located close to the room exit door;

b) Have unobstructed access; and

c) Have signage posted adjacent to the valve that room 

occupants can easily read and understand from the opposite 

side of the room during an emergency.

18
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Specialized Rooms 

20

Language: Specialized Rooms (3) Third Vote

A school official shall

30-Minute Lunch Break

Return at 12:20 p.m.
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Language Review

22

10-Minute Break

Return at 1:30 p.m.
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22
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Language Review

24

Informal Comment Period

25

24

25
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Recap

26

Next Steps

27

26

27
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Date Location

Thursday, August 1 Wenatchee

Thursday, August 22 Olympia

Tuesday, September 17 Arlington

Friday, October 4 Leavenworth

Thursday, October 17 Olympia

Thursday, October 31 Olympia

Wednesday, November 20 Spokane

Wednesday, December 4 Olympia

28

Meeting Dates and Locations

Date Location

Monday, December 16, 2024
Full Language Review

Zoom only

Thursday, January 15-16, 2025
Fiscal Review

SeaTac

Thursday, February 6, 2025
Final Review with Comments

TBD

March 
Setting Priorities & Board Prep 

Zoom only

Wednesday, April 9, 2025 Tri-Cities

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 
at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov | TTY users can dial 711 

THANK YOU

29
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ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to 

people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and 

activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA. 

We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like 

to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you 

cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to 

report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and 

describe the following details in your message:

• The nature of the accessibility needs

• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access

• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

30
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https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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