
Updated Washington State School Hearing Screening Standards 
Effective August 15, 2025 

What You Need to Know About Recent Changes to Chapter 246-760 WAC 

The State Board of Health (Board) has modernized the annual hearing screening standards for Washington. These 
rules were last updated in 2002. Changes were adopted on June 4, 2025, and take effect on August 15, 2025. 
These updates aim to make the rules easier to understand, reflect current technology and national standards, and 
give schools more flexibility to meet students’ needs. 

Key Updates 

Provide flexible and practical screening procedures suited for school settings. 
Reflect national standards and current screening technology. 
Use more plain language to make the rule easier to understand. 
Reduce barriers for students who may struggle with traditional screening methods. 
Remove stigmatizing or deficit-based language (e.g., “hearing loss,” “hearing problems,” “pass/fail”) and 
replace with more inclusive language. 

At-a-Glance: What has Changed? 

Area Old Rule Updated Rule Intended Impact for Schools 

Screening Tools 
and Technology 

Only pure tone audiometers permitted. 

Allows Otoacoustic Emission (OAE) 
screening as an optional screening 
tool for students who cannot 
complete pure tone audiometry 
(e.g., developmental delays, 
language barriers, age). 

Provides an alternative method 
for students who are unable to 
participate in traditional 
screening. If schools opt to use 
this technology, OAE equipment, 
calibration, and staff training will 
be required. 

Updated 
Audiology 
Standards 

Previously referenced American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
audiometer standards from 1996. 

Updated to reflect current national 
standards (2023) from the 
Acoustical Society of America (ASA) 
and ANSI. 

Ensures screening meets current 
national audiology standards. 

Clarification of 
Hearing 
Screening 
Procedures 

No dedicated section for hearing 
screening procedures; only vision 
screening had its own detailed 
procedures section. 

New WAC 246-760-025 Hearing 
Screening includes: use of 
linguistically, developmentally, and 
age-appropriate tools; following 
tool-specific protocols; exemptions 
for students with recent audiological 
evaluations or documented hearing 
levels (with option to participate). 

Provides clear, consistent 
guidance; reduces unnecessary 
screenings; supports inclusion; 
aligns with best practices. 

Hearing 
Screening 
Environment and 
Best Practices 

Required screenings in a noise-free 
environment; no specific procedural 
best practices for pure tone screening. 

Clarifies “free of extraneous noise, 
to the extent possible 
in a school setting.” 
Adds best practices for pure tone 
and OAE screenings 
(e.g., student positioning). 

Supports accurate screenings 
while acknowledging school 
limitations and provides some 
procedural guidance. 



Area Old Rule Updated Rule Intended Impact for Schools 

Referral Procedures 
General rescreening requirement – 
to rescreen within 6 weeks; less 
detail on process. 

Clarifies that screening staff should 
wait a minimum of 1-2 weeks to 
rescreen, if possible; flexible referral 
process for schools, parents, and 
guardians; requires documentation 
of screening device type. 

Improves follow-up, ensures 
timely support, and 
gives schools flexibility. 

Rule Alignment 

Vision rules updated in 2017; 
hearing rules not updated since 
2002. Titles phrased as questions; 
less detailed. 

Hearing and vision rules now aligned 
in structure, terminology, and detail. 
New section WAC 246-760-025 
Hearing Screening mirrors the vision 
screening section WAC 246-760-105 

Improves ease of use. 
  

Language 
Used deficit-based terms such as 
“hearing loss,” “hearing problems,” 
and “pass/fail.” 

Replaced with positive, inclusive 
terms while keeping the same 
screening standards. 

Updates to forms, letters, and 
training materials to reflect 
inclusive language. 

Definitions 
and Terminology 

Limited hearing-related definitions; 
focused primarily on vision 
screening. 
Used terms like “visual and 
auditory” and “acuity” throughout. 

Expanded definitions for hearing 
screening tools, procedures, and 
terms (e.g., “OAE,” “probe tip,” 
“tonal stimuli”). Replaced “visual and 
auditory” with “vision and hearing” 
throughout the rule. 

Improves clarity and 
consistency for 
staff and training. 

Preparing for Annual Hearing Screenings 

Planning 
Review updated Chapter 246-760 WAC and compare with your district's current school hearing screening 
policies. 
Update school hearing screening protocols to include inclusive language and new procedures (as needed). 

Equipment and Technology 
Ensure pure tone audiometers meet ASA/ANSI S3.6-2018 (R 2023) standards. 
Acquire OAE screening equipment if planning to offer it as an alternative screening. 
Schedule regular calibration and maintenance of equipment. 

Staff Training 
Train staff in updated screening procedures and inclusive language. 
Provide training on OAE use, if applicable. 
Review best practices for minimizing environmental noise and proper student positioning. 

Screening and Documentation 
Use linguistically and developmentally appropriate screening tools. 
Follow tool-specific protocols and document device type. 
Track exemptions and prior audiological evaluations, if applicable. 

Communication and Forms 
Update forms, letters, and training materials to reflect inclusive, positive language. 
Inform parents/guardians of any changes and new screening options. 
Ensure clear communication about results, referrals, and next steps. 



Multilingual Service Delivery in Audiology and
Speech-Language Pathology

     American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Cultural Humility, A Quick Reference Guide 
      National Center on Advancing 
      Person-Centered Practices and Systems 

Screening Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other Than English (PLOTE)

Using inclusive, culturally sensitive language (e.g., “Deaf” or “hard of hearing” rather
than “hearing impaired” or “hearing loss”) supports student identity, fosters inclusion,
and aligns with best practices in hearing screening communications.

Inclusive Language and Deaf Culture

Tip for Schools

Deaf Awareness 101
     National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes

Understanding Terminology in Deaf Culture
      Deaf Services Unlimited

 Performing a Pure Tone Hearing Screening 
      Arizona Department of Health Services

Performing an OAE Screening 
     Arizona Department of Health Services 

Pure Tone Audiometry and Otoacoustic Emission (OAE) Screening

Selecting a Location for Hearing Screening 
      Arizona Department of Health Services

Clinical Practice Guidelines: Childhood
Hearing Screening 

     American Academy of Audiology (2011)              
Hearing Assessments in Infants, Children, and Adolescents:
Recommendations Beyond Neonatal Screening 

     American Academy of Pediatrics (2023) 

General Hearing Screening Resources

Questions? Contact: healthservices@k12.wa.us 

This resource provides supplementary materials for staff involved in school hearing screening programs. These
materials are intended as a starting point for training and professional development and may not reflect Washington
State–specific requirements.
Community members and subject matter experts shared many of these resources during the recent rulemaking process.
Note that these resources do not represent the position or endorsement of the Washington State Board of Health.

About this Document

State Board of Health rule, chapter 246-760 WAC, details Washington’s hearing and vision screening requirements for
school districts. 

This guide is a quick reference for school staff who perform hearing screenings.
How to Use this Document

Start with the General Hearing Screening section for core concepts, national guidelines, and procedures.
Use the skill-specific sections (Pure Tone Audiometry, OAE) for specific training or refreshers.
Review the Inclusive Language & Deaf Culture section to ensure respectful, student-centered communication.
See the PLOTE section for guidance on working with students whose primary language at home is not English.
Always check chapter 246-760 WAC for Washington State requirements.

Washington State School Hearing Screening Resources

https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.hsri.org/app/uploads/2025/01/Cultural-Humility-A-Quick-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/resources/deaf-awareness/
https://deafservicesunlimited.com/understanding-terminology-in-deaf-culture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_IN064Ll1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2cPsnd_41E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2cPsnd_41E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWFaUw8jmTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWFaUw8jmTM
https://www.audiology.org/practice-guideline/clinical-practice-guidelines-childhood-hearing-screening/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.audiology.org/practice-guideline/clinical-practice-guidelines-childhood-hearing-screening/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/152/3/e2023063288/193755/Hearing-Assessment-in-Infants-Children-and?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/152/3/e2023063288/193755/Hearing-Assessment-in-Infants-Children-and?autologincheck=redirected
mailto:healthservices@k12.wa.us
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-760
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-760
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