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October 8, 2025, Board Meeting Recap

The State Board of Health (Board) met on October 8, 2025 (watch the recording). After
approving the agenda, adopting minutes from the August 20, 2025, meeting, and receiving
public comments, the Board received updates on the following topics:

Board Chair Patty Hayes discussed with members their shared responsibility for
transparency and having Board minutes reflect actions and positions. Board Chair Patty
Hayes referred to the Board bylaws and committed to creating greater time for discussion
before moving to final action.

Executive Director Michelle Davis discussed recent rulemaking activities, including the CR-
101 filing for Local Boards of Health Membership and the Board’s response to the Wilson
Disease petition. The Health Impact Review (HIR) team completed an HIR on Substitute
House Bill (SHB) 1816 and is working on a request to review SHB 1420. Executive Director
Davis acknowledged and congratulated Board staff Ashley Bell for five years of state
service.

Secretary’s Designee Tao Kwan-Gett provided a Department of Health (Department)
update. Highlights included Secretary Worsham’s 100-day tour, a planned ethics review of
the fluoride science review, a standing order to improve COVID-19 vaccine access, and the
impacts of the federal shutdown.

The Board considered and declined a petition to amend the rule on Drinking Water
Materials and Additives, chapter 246-290-220 WAC.

Board staff Shay Bauman provided an update on the Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
(PFAS) Emergency Rule, chapter 246-290-315 WAC. The Board directed staff to file a CR-
103E to continue to maintain the state action levels and public notification requirements
until the federal standards take effect.

Chair Hayes provided an update on the School Rule Project (SRP). Board staff posted an
SRP FAQ and general fact sheet online, the Department and Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction released an updated K-12 Environmental Health and Safety Guide, and
the Chair and staff have presented on the SRP at recent local health workshops.

Board staff Lindsay Herendeen presented the HIR Retention Policy recommendation. The
Board asked staff to return at a later meeting with answers to members’ questions.

David Windom, Director of Mason County Public Health and Human Services, shared local
health and community stories from Mason County. The economy, mental health, and
substance use are the greatest challenges the county must overcome through innovation.
Board staff Shay Bauman provided a rules briefing on Sanitary Control of Shellfish, chapter
246-282 WAC, and the Permanent PFAS Rulemaking, chapter 246-290 WAC.

Board staff Molly Dinardo provided a rules briefing on adding Ornithine Transcarbamylase
Deficiency, Guanidinoacetate Methyltransferase Deficiency, and Arginase 1 Deficiency, to
chapter 246-650 WAC Newborn Screening.

The Board will accept official public comment at rule hearings on the Shellfish, PFAS, and
Newborn Screening proposed rules at its next meeting on November 19.

Executive Director Davis asked Board Members to review the 2025 Legislative Statement
and submit edits by December 1 for the 2026 update.

The next Board meeting will be held on November 19, 2025, in Tumwater. Board staff will
distribute a draft agenda on Wednesday, November 5, 2025.
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