Executive Summary: Health Impact Review of SHB 1420
SHB 1420, Establishing producer responsibility for textiles
(2025 Legislative Session)

Evidence indicates that SHB 1420 would result in Washington State Department of
Ecology (Ecology) implementing, administering, and enforcing an extended producer
responsibility or product stewardship (EPR) program for covered apparel and textile
articles and a Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) registering with Ecology,

conducting a needs assessment, and submitting and implementing a plan, which would
likely increase public awareness and increase collection of covered apparel and textile
articles. It is unclear how increased collection may impact reuse and recycling of apparel
and textile articles.

BILL INFORMATION

Sponsors: House Environment & Energy Committee (originally sponsored by Representatives
Reeves, Berry, Mena, Peterson, Ramel, Doglio, Pollet, Ormsby, Hill)

Summary of Bill:
Full details about provisions of this bill can be found in the bill text linked above. Given the
large number of provisions, this summary only highlights sections relevant to this review.

e Requires Ecology to implement, administer, and enforce an EPR program for covered
apparel and textile articles.

o Requires Ecology to adopt any necessary rules by December 31, 2027, following
specified requirements.

e Requires producers of covered apparel and textile articles to register with Ecology or join
a PRO that registers with Ecology on behalf of producers by January 1, 2027.

o Requires Ecology to approve a PRO that meets specified requirements by March
1, 2027, and states Ecology may approve multiple PROs after January 1, 2036.

o Requires a PRO, by March 1, 2028, to prepare, cover the costs of, submit to
Ecology, and update at least every 5 years, a needs assessment addressing 13
specified categories of topics.

o Requires a PRO, with certain requirements, to: 1) By January 1, 2029, prepare,
develop, and submit to Ecology for approval a plan that includes specified
components for the collection, transportation, repair, sorting, recycling, and the
safe and proper management of covered apparel and textile articles in Washington
State; 2) By January 1, 2031, have a plan approved by Ecology; 3) By April 1,
2031, begin implementation of an approved plan; 4) By January 1, 2032, fully
implement an approved plan; and 5) Review the plan every 5 years. Outlines
additional specific responsibilities of a PRO.

e Requires producers of apparel to annually disclose specified information to Ecology
beginning January 1, 2027, including the presence of specified chemicals in covered
products and environmental impact activities. Producers of apparel whose worldwide
gross income exceeds $100 million must disclose additional specified information to
Ecology.
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HEALTH IMPACT REVIEW

Summary of Findings:
This Health Impact Review found the following evidence for SHB 1420:

Informed assumption that requiring producers of covered apparel and textile articles to
register with Ecology or join a PRO that registers with Ecology on behalf of producers
would result in some producers of covered apparel and textile articles registering with
Ecology or joining a PRO that registers with Ecology. This assumption is based on
provisions of the bill and information from key informants.

Informed assumption that producers of covered apparel and textile articles registering
with Ecology or joining a PRO that registers with Ecology would result in Ecology
approving a PRO that meets specified requirements. This assumption is based on
provisions of the bill and information from key informants.

Informed assumption that Ecology approving a PRO that meets specified requirements
would result in a PRO submitting a needs assessment addressing 13 specified categories
of topics. This assumption is based on provisions of the bill and information from key
informants.

Informed assumption that a PRO submitting a needs assessment addressing 13 specified
categories of topics would result in a PRO submitting and fully implementing a plan that
meets specified requirements. This assumption is based on information from key
informants.

Informed assumption that granting authority to and requiring Ecology to adopt rules to
implement, administer, and enforce an EPR program for covered apparel and textile
articles would result in Ecology conducting rulemaking and adopting rules to implement,
administer, and enforce an EPR program for covered apparel and textile articles. This
assumption is based on provisions of the bill and information from key informants.
Informed assumption that Ecology conducting rulemaking and adopting rules to
implement, administer, and enforce an EPR program for covered apparel and textile
articles would result in a PRO submitting and fully implementing a plan that meets
specified requirements. This assumption is based on information from key informants.
Informed assumption that a PRO submitting and fully implementing a plan that meets
specified requirements would increase public education and awareness about collection
of apparel and textile articles for reuse and recycling. This assumption is based on
provisions of the bill and information from key informants.

A fair amount of evidence that increased public education and awareness about
collection of apparel and textile articles for reuse and recycling would likely increase
collection of apparel and textile articles for reuse and recycling.

Unclear evidence how increased collection of apparel and textile articles for reuse and
recycling may impact reuse and recycling of apparel and textile articles. There is limited
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research on the impacts of EPR programs for apparel and textile articles, and there is
currently little to no large-scale reuse or recycling infrastructure to process apparel and
textile articles.

Additional Considerations includes discussion of reporting chemical composition.

FULL REVIEW

For review methods, logic model, strength-of-evidence analyses, and citations of empirical evidence
refer to the full Health Impact Review at

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-11/HIR-2026-01-SHB1420.pdf
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