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Chapter 246-650 WAC – Written Comments 

Here's the latest version of this record from the “OTCD, GAMT & ARG1-D Formal Comment” table: 

Record Id 

Organization or Affiliation (if applicable) 

N/A 

Date 

10/2/2025 2:49 pm 

WAC 246-650-010: Definitions. 

I have reviewed and have no suggested edits. 

WAC 246-650-020: Performance of Screening Tests. 

I personally feel all newborns should be screened with zero exceptions, though understand the respect for freedom of religious beliefs. In cases 

where the parent(s) or guardian(s) refuse screening, I appreciate the requirement for signed refusal to be completed and documented. 

If you'd like staff to follow up with you about your comments, please include your email below (if you haven't already above). 

N/A 



  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Washington State Board of Health 

Is there anything else that you'd like the Board to know regarding these proposed rule updates, or do you have questions? 

I am a pediatrician who recently moved to the state and will soon be practicing as a pediatric hospitalist. I support the Board's proposed rule 

updates with the addition of the three conditions (OTCD, GMAT, ARG1-D). Though rare, early identification of these conditions is essential to 

optimizing lifelong care for a newborn if identified. 

If you'd like to submit your comments using a letter, or as an attachment, you can do so here: 

N/A 

Created By 

Anonymous 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 
or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. 

PO Box 47990 • Olympia, WA 98504-7990 
360-236-4110 • wsboh@sboh.wa.gov • sboh.wa.gov 
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Chapter 246-650 WAC – Summary of Written Comments and Staff Recommendations 

General Staff Recommendations 

• Expressed support for the Board’s addition of OTCD, 
GAMT, and ARG1-D, and emphasized that although 

these conditions are rare, early identification is critical. 

• No proposed action. 

WAC 246-650-010: Definitions Staff Recommendations 

• N/A • N/A 

WAC 246-650-020: Performance of Screening Tests Staff Recommendations 

• Commentor shared their broad support for newborn 

screening as a public health program and stated that all 

newborns should be screened with zero exceptions. 

However, they added that they understand the necessity 

of freedom of religious belief and appreciate that when 

parents or guardians opt out of screening, a signed 

refusal must be documented. 

• No proposed action. 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 
or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. 
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