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WAC 246-282 Summary of Proposed Changes  
This document summarizes the key proposed changes to Chapter 246-282 WAC, Sanitary 
Control of Shellfish. This does not include editorial changes.  

Table 1: Rule Change Summary  

WAC Section Summary of Change 

Vp Control 
Plan 

246-282-006 
 
 

• Revised the time allowed to submit a Vp harvest plan (now 14 days before harvest) 
and the time DOH has to review the plan.  

• Revised the most strict time of harvest to cooling requirements to be in effect May 
1st until September 30th (this was previously July 1st through August 31st). 
Temperature thresholds were not changed.  

• Added requirement for oysters that are containerized prior to harvest, must be 
stored at approximately the same tidal level or lower than where they were 
collected.  

• Added requirement to use a thin tip, digital thermometer that is verified monthly 
(this was previously weekly). NIST certified thermometers with a certificate do not 
need to be verified monthly. 

• Added requirement for the harvester to provide additional documentation to the 
dealer if oysters are sold prior to being cooled to less than 50F. 

Definitions 
246-282-010 

• Added “Beach wet storage” definition 

• Added “Marina” definition 

• Added “Mooring area” definition 

• Added “Mooring buoy” definition 

• Reduced the maximum seed size for “other oyster species” from 2 inches to 1 ½ 
inches  

• Added “Transplant” definition 

• Clarified the types of wet storage in the “Wet storage” definition 

Operating 
provisions 

246-282-014 

• Added the ability for shellfish licenses and harvest site certificates to be electronic 

• Added requirement for a valid email for each shellfish operation 

Aquaculture 
246-282-016 

• Clarified that seed from Prohibited or unclassified areas must follow NSSP Model 
Ordinance Chapter 6.  

• Added record keeping requirements for other types of seed (i.e. Pacific) that are 1 
to 1 ½ inches from Prohibited or unclassified areas.  

• Added the ability for growers to apply for a waiver to the defined seed size to use a 
measurement other than length.  
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Mooring 
areas 

246-282-017 

• Added section about mooring areas to clarify when pollution assessments are 
needed.  

Wild seed 
permit 

246-282-034 

• Changed that wild seed permits are only required in Prohibited areas. A relay 
permit is required in Restricted or Conditionally Approved areas in the closed 
status.  

• Changed the grow-out time for wild seed from 6 months to 120 days.  

Wet storage 
permit 

246-282-042 

• Clarified the requirements for 3 types of wet storage: recirculating, flow-through, 
and beach. 

• Added clarification when the characteristics and properties of the shellstock 
change once moved to a new growing area.  

Transplant 
246-282-044 

• Added section about transplant to allow for the movement of market size 
shellstock that will be wet stored for longer than 14 days.  

Identification 
and records 
246-282-080 

• Added requirement to list either the parcel number, harvest site application 
number, harvest site ID, or other approved identifier to the harvester and dealer 
tag. Retagged shellstock must list the identifier.  

Export 
certificate 

246-282-082 

• Added the ability for DOH to issue export certificates to other countries in addition 
to Asian countries.  
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