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Chapter 246-282 WAC, Sanitary Control of Shellfish. 

5 Comments 2518076SBO The State Board of Health 25-18- Shay SBOH - STATE BRD - 10/27/2025 
HandEPHShe (board) is proposing to amend 076 Bauman OF HEALTH 
llfishVPChapt chapter 246-282 WAC, with 
er246282CR the exception of WAC 246-282-
102combined 990, and to create two new 
.pdf sections, WAC 246-282-017 

and 246-282-044, to modify 
harvest control requirements 
by setting more proactive 
measures to prevent illnesses 
and protect public health. The 
rule proposal also updates 
definitions, makes changes to 
seed size and various tagging 
requirements, and makes 
technical and editorial changes 
as needed. 

Oppose (5) Commenter Commenter Phone Commenter Email Commenter Address 

Oppose Jamie Badger jamierbadger@icloud.co 
m 
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I don’t believe this would benefit Washingtonians especially ones who rely on small scale shellfish for income in our small island and coastal 
communities. Put local first, this is out of touch considering the expensive state Washington already is to even live in. 

Oppose David 3605816421 davidandmarci@comcast 20 Old Westport Road Aberdeen Wa 98520 
Hollingsworth .net 

I highly oppose this fee increase this should be illegal for any state agency to do this 

Oppose Emily Kohring eckohring@outlook.com 

I oppose the increase in fees because it disproportionately hurts small businesses in the shellfish industry. This is a critical time for agriculture and food 
businesses in Washington State. If this fee increase is approved, annual fees for a single permit will go from around $500 to over $4,000. Businesses 
that engage in the sale and distribution of shellfish would be forced to modify their business models and go without the permit; disrupting and quite 
possibly permanently ending access to a delicious, nutritious food source for Washingtonians. 

Oppose Ashley 2069090551 ashleykobennett@gmail. 
Bennett com 

Raising the fee from $500 to $4,000 would hurt small shellfish producers and Washington’s aquaculture industry. A 15-respondent, 14-day survey is too 
limited to represent the state’s operations. 

Oppose Dorothy Gail 3609996188 dotdraw76622@gmail.co 7020 Young Road Northwest 
Coleman m 

This should not be allowed. Raising the price from $500 to $4,000 will put a stop to small shellfish producers. Washington relies on shellfish 
aquaculture, and small producers are important locally and culturally. The survey size is only fifteen entities and is too small to represent all shellfish 
operations in Washington State. The survey time is only fourteen days, which should not be adequate for all representatives. 
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Oppose (1) Commenter Commenter Phone Commenter Email Commenter Address 

Oppose Catherine 
Bulldis Gylys 

(360)441-4551 cat@nationaloyster.com 5028 Meridian RD NE Olympia, WA 98516 

Date: 10/28/2025 8:44:11 AM Page: 3 of 4 



 

Rule Comments 

Documents and Comments 
Document 
Title 

File Name Document Description WSR# Author Author 
Organization 

Author 
Phone 

Deadline 
Date 

WAC 246-282-990 Commercial Shellfish Fee 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed fee increases for the Shellfish Program, which are excessively high, economically 
unsound, and pose a serious threat to the survival of multi-generational businesses in our state. National Fish and Oyster Co. Inc. was founded in 1929 
and includes the fifth generation of family working on its operation. This proposed rule would find its fees going from approximately $2250 annually to 
over $16,000, with no additional benefit or value provided. These increases are not only unjustifiable in scale — with current fees already as much 
as 500% higher than those in any other state — but they also fail to consider key legislative and public interest factors. 
Most notably, the state legislature explicitly called for an independent economic study to be conducted to assess the financial impact of these fees. That 
study has only just been published, and yet its findings have been entirely disregarded in the formulation of the fees being proposed here now. 
Proceeding without incorporating this critical data undermines both the intent of the legislature and the integrity of the rulemaking process that has been 
in process for over 24 months with the shellfish industry. 
Furthermore, this proposal fails to recognize the public benefit served by the food safety components of the regulated programs. These are not solely 
private benefits to industry — they are essential services that protect public health. By placing the full financial burden of these programs on 
businesses, the proposal ignores the shared responsibility for food safety and public well-being served and received by citizens of our state and around 
the United States. 
This is not just about balance sheets — it's about livelihoods, communities, and the legacy of businesses that have contributed to our economy and 
culture for generations. If implemented, these increases will undoubtedly put many out of business, resulting in job losses, decreased local investment, 
and irreversible damage to industries that have been built over decades. 
If these increases are implemented, many long-standing businesses — some of which have been operating for generations — will be forced to close 
their doors. The economic, social, and environmental consequences of this are far-reaching and irreversible. 
I urge the agency to consider a separate approach to the Shellfish Program, fully evaluate the findings of the economic study, and work with industry 
stakeholders to develop a fair, data-driven fee structure that respects both the public benefit these programs serve and the essential role our industry 
plays in the economy, community, food-chain, and environment here in Washington State, the leading producer of farmed shellfish. 
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