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Date: November 19, 2025  

To: Washington State Board of Health Members 

From: Paj Nandi, Board Member 

Subject: Rules Hearing—Group A Public Water Supplies, WAC 246-290-315 and WAC 
246-290-71006 PFAS Permanent Rulemaking 

Background and Summary: 
RCW 43.20.030(2)(a) grants the Washington State Board of Health (Board) authority to 
adopt rules for Group A public water systems that are necessary to assure safe and 
reliable drinking water and to protect public health.  

In October 2021, the Board adopted drinking water state action levels (SALs) for per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in chapter 246-290 WAC, Group A Public Water 
Supplies and related provisions in chapter 246-390 WAC, Drinking Water Laboratory 
Certification and Data Reporting. WAC 246-290-315 includes criteria for monitoring, 
reporting, follow-up actions, and public notification relevant to SALs.  

On June 12, 2024, the Board adopted emergency rules to correct criteria in the rule that 
apply when the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) adopts a federal maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) for a contaminant that has a state action level set in rule.  

The emergency rulemaking, filed as WSR 24-14-016, changed this to state that when a 
federal MCL becomes effective, the MCL will supersede a SAL and its requirements. 
This change ensures that the protections Washington currently has in place for the 
SALs remain in place until the federal MCLs become effective in April 2029. 

Along with the emergency rule, the Board initiated rulemaking to permanently adopt the 
revisions from the emergency rule. The Board also explored reducing the current SALs 
to align with the new federal MCLs. Doing this would ensure that customers served by 
systems with detections below the SAL, but above the new MCL, are still notified of 
potentially harmful levels of PFAS in their water and can take action to protect 
themselves, such as securing a filter, using bottled water, or other protective measures. 

Board staff worked closely with the Department of Health’s Office of Drinking Water to 
review the rule, draft amendments, conduct a cost survey with water purveyors, draft a 
small business economic impact statement, and an Environmental Justice Assessment. 
The Board filed a formal rule proposal as WSR 25-20-085 on September 30, 2025, and 
opened a formal comment period to solicit feedback. 

Today’s agenda item will start with a public hearing allowing additional public testimony 
on the proposed rules. After verbal testimony, Mike Means with the Department of 
Health will present to the Board summarizing written public comments received on the 
proposed rules and staff responses and recommendations for your consideration. Board 
discussion and possible action on the proposed rules will follow. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-290-315
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-290-71006
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-290-71006
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.20.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-290
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-390
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsrpdf/2024/14/24-14-016.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsrpdf/2025/20/25-20-085.pdf
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Recommended Board Actions:  
The Board may wish to consider and amend, if necessary, one of the following motions. 
The recommended motion(s) is provided for the Board’s ease of reference. The Board 
may develop a different motion as necessary. 

The Board adopts the proposed amendments to WAC 246-290-315, state action levels 
(SALs) and state maximum contaminant levels (MCLs), and WAC 246-290-71006, 
public notice for contaminants with a SAL and other unregulated contaminants as 
published in WSR 25-20-085 with the revisions agreed upon at today’s meeting, if any, 
and directs staff to file a CR-103, Order of Adoption, and establish an effective date for 
the rules. 

OR 

The Board continues discussion of possible adoption of proposed amendments to WAC 
246-290-315, State action levels (SALs) and state maximum contaminant levels 
(MCLs), and WAC 246-290-71006, Public notice for contaminants with a SAL and other 
unregulated contaminants as published in WSR 25-20-085 to its next meeting. 
 

Staff 
Shay Bauman, Policy Advisor 
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