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November 10, 2025, Board Meeting Recap

The State Board of Health (Board) met on November 19, 2025 (watch the recording). After
approving the agenda, adopting the October 8, 2025 meeting minutes, and receiving public
comments, the Board received updates and discussed the following topics:

Michelle Davis, Executive Director, discussed recent rulemaking activities. Executive
Director Davis reviewed the Board’s response to a petition on water additives, proposed
updates to PFAS standards, a request for clarification on fluoridation of public water
systems, and the Executive Order 25-10 government relations with sovereign Tribal
nations.

Dennis Worsham, Secretary of Health, provided a Department of Health (Department)
update. Highlights included new national partnerships, the first case of H5N5 influenza, and
efforts to prevent botulism linked to infant formula. Secretary Worsham also discussed how
the Department responded to the federal government shutdown to reduce impacts on WIC
recipients.

The Board held a rules hearing on Newborn Screening, adding OTCD, GAMT, and ARG-D
to chapter 246-650 WAC. Following the hearing, the Board adopted the proposed updates
and directed staff to file a CR-103 and establish an effective date of January 1, 2026.
Board Chair Patty Hayes updated the Board on recent School Rule Project (SRP)
presentations, including Public Health Seattle-King County Board of Health, the
Washington State Public Health Association Fall Conference, and Washington Education
Advocates. A common theme from events is concern for unfunded mandates.

Board Vice Chair Kelly Oshiro along with Board and Department staff presented an
overview of the Newborn Screening Legislative Report of the Technical Advisory
Committee Review of Congenital Cytomegalovirus (cCMV). The Board approved the final
report for submittal to the Governor and Legislature before the end of the year.

Allison Berry, Clallam County Public Health Officer, shared information about Clallam
County, the issues facing the Health and Human Services Department, and the
communities they serve. Highlights included partnerships with local Tribes, the inclusion of
Tribal representatives on the local health board, and the effectiveness of relationship
building with health officers. They have worked to support community health workers and
extend public education to support healthy pregnancies, reduce the infant mortality rate,
and reduce the opiate overdose rate. Dr. Berry also described communication and
response efforts that have supported resiliency in their county.

The Board held a rules hearing for Sanitary Control of Shellfish, chapter 246-282 WAC.
Following the hearing, the Board adopted the proposed amendments and directed staff to
file a CR-103 and to establish an effective date for the rule.

The Board considered a petition to add Metachromatic Leukodystrophy to the Newborn
Screening rules, chapter 246-650 WAC. The Board declined the petition due to a need for
further information and other factors. The Board also directed staff to monitor the federal
process and emerging state implementation data and report back to the Board if new
information is available within two years.

The Board held a rules hearing for PEAS Substances Permanent Rule, WAC 246-290-315
and WAC 246-290-71006. Following the hearing, the Board adopted the proposed
amendments and directed staff to file a CR-103 and to establish an effective date for the
rule.
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¢ Michelle Davis reviewed the proposed 2026 Board meeting schedule and requested that
Board Members share any suggestions for future meeting locations. The Board approved
the 2026 meeting schedule.

The Board will hold a special meeting on December 5, 2025, in Tumwater to review three
petitions. Board staff distributed a final agenda for the special meeting on November 26, 2025.
The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is on January 14, 2026, and Board staff will
distribute the draft agenda on December 31, 2025.
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