Executive Summary: Health Impact Review of SB 5911
SB 5911, Strengthening the financial stability of persons in the care of the
Department of Children, Youth, and Families
(2026 Legislative Session)

Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) establishing certain savings accounts for some

Evidence indicates that SB 5911 may lead to the Washington State Department of

young adults in Extended Foster Care (EFC) who receive Social Security benefits,
which may lead to increased financial resources, which would likely improve health
outcomes and decrease inequities for some young adults in EFC.

BILL INFORMATION

Sponsors: Alvarado, Warnick, Boehnke, Frame, Nobles, Orwall, Trudeau, Wilson, C.

Summary of Bill:

Establishes that beginning January 1, 2027, the Washington State Department of Children,
Youth, and Families (DCYF) may not apply any benefits, payments, funds, or accrual paid
to, or on behalf of, a person age 18 to 21 years in the care of DCYF subject to Chapter 13.34
RCW as reimbursement for the cost of care.

Requires DCYF to assess people in its care subject to Chapter 13.34 RCW for eligibility for
supplemental security income and retirement, survivors, and disability insurance when they
turn age 18 years or who are age 18 to 21 years and are not already receiving these benefits.

o Requires DCYF to assist the young person to become the payee for social security
benefits and to maintain eligibility for those benefits when DCYF is the
representative payee.

o Requires DCYF to assist young people who are designated as payees for their
benefits to establish a financial account appropriate for receiving those benefits (e.g.,
a Washington Achieving a Better Life Experience [ABLE] account, a checking or
savings account, or another form of electronic banking).

o Allows DCYF to provide support to determine if the payee can manage the account
on their own or if they need an authorized representative to manage their account.

Requires DCYF to make reasonable efforts to identify a suitable person to serve as the
young person’s authorized representative if the young person in its care is age 18 to 21 years
and is determined to need additional support in managing their benefits.

o Allows DCYF to serve as the authorized representative if neither the young person
nor DCYF can identify a suitable authorized representative until a suitable
representative is identified.

Allows DCYF to contract with an external entity to administer and manage the accounts.
Clarifies that when a young person age 18 to 21 years serves as the representative payee or
when any person or entity other than DCYF is designated as the authorized representative
for a young person in the care of DCYF, DCYF does not owe a fiduciary duty to that person
or entity regarding the benefits outlined in the bill.
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e Revises the conditions in which the DCYF Secretary may disburse funds from a young
person placed with DCYF or an entity DCYF has a performance-based contract with under
Chapter 74.13 RCW.

e Modifies the total limit of funds on hand to $2,000 before funds must be deposited in a
specified savings or investment account.

HEALTH IMPACT REVIEW

Summary of Findings:
This Health Impact Review found the following evidence for SB 5911:

e Informed assumption that DCYF no longer applying any benefits, payments, funds, or
accrual paid to, or on behalf of certain young adults as reimbursement for the cost of care
may lead to DCYF establishing certain savings accounts for some young adults in EFC.

¢ Informed assumption that DCYF establishing certain savings accounts may lead to
increased financial resources for some young adults in EFC.

e A fair amount of evidence that increased financial resources would likely lead to improved
health outcomes for some young adults in EFC.

e Very strong evidence that improved health outcomes would likely lead to decreased
inequities for some young adults in EFC.

Additional Considerations includes discussion of:

e Medicaid eligibility and waiver services
e Immigration

FULL REVIEW

For review methods, logic model, strength-of-evidence analyses, and citations of empirical evidence
refer to the full Health Impact Review at

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/HIR-2026-03-SB591 1 .pdf
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