
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 
December 16, 2025 
 
Ian Tracy, Mason County Public Health Department 
Mason County Board of Health 
 
Sent Via Email 
 
 
Dear Ian Tracy: 
 
This letter provides formal notice that the Washington State Board of Health (Board) 
denied your petition for rule making, submitted on October 8, 2025, at its special meeting 
on December 5, 2025, for the reasons described below.  
 
The petition asked the Board to amend WAC 246-272A to allow holding tank systems to 
be used for Recreational Vehicles (RVs) on undersized lots if the following criteria are 
met:  

• Limit to part-time use only; six months or less per year. 
• Prohibit tanks with outlets; require pump tank.  
• Tanks must be at least 1200 gallons. 
• Require high water alarm installation. 
• Require installation of risers installed. 

 
Board members were provided with the petition and all supporting materials soon after 
staff received them. These materials were also included in the Board’s packet and posted 
to the Board’s website. At the meeting, Board staff provided information about the scope 
of the existing rule, feedback from other local health jurisdictions, and other 
considerations for the Board.  
 
Board members highlighted current staffing issues within local health jurisdictions and 
potential for pollution outcomes if holding tanks are not managed well. One member with 
experience as a health director in Mason County shared experiences with RVs that do not 
move, cannot function, and have no enforcement action taken against them. Members 
discussed feedback from other jurisdictions’ environmental health directors, which was 
largely opposed to the requested change in the rules, and noted their support of ongoing 
conversation at the local level to come up with potential solutions but ultimately agreed 
that a statewide rule change is not the appropriate action at this time.    
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Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the 
Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patty Hayes 
BoardChair 
 
 


