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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE 
SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES 

 
What: Environmental Health (EH) Committee  
 
When: December 11, 2025 
 
Attending : Board of Health (Board) Members: Patty Hayes (Chair), Peter Browning, 
Paj Nandi, Steve Kutz; Board staff: Michelle Davis (Executive Director), Ash Noble, 
Shay Bauman, Michelle Larson, Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw; Department of Health 
(Department) staff: Joe Laxon, Joe Graham, Katitza Holthaus, Brian Sayrs, Kseniya 
Efremova, Holly Myers, Jeremy Simmons, Todd Phillips, Susan Shelton, Nina Helpling, 
Mike Means, Ashlie Laydon, Emily Sandford, Will Cox; Stephanie Shopbell-GCHD, 
John Ness-NETCHD, Erika Bartlett-TPCHD, Mary Lindgren, approximately 6 members 
of the public also attended the meeting.  
 
 
Summary Notes:  
 
Department of Health Legislative Session Preview 

• Joe Laxon, Department staff, shared expectations for the upcoming legislative 
session, including budget shortfalls and the anticipated proposal from the 
Governor’s office. The Department Environmental Public Health team will monitor 
legislation for impacts on environmental health, federal public health services 
(FPHS). We expect to see policy issues regarding drinking water, on-site 
sewage. 

• Patty Hayes, EH Chair, highlighted the discussion from the Health Promotion 
(HP) subcommittee   

 
Board Legislative Statement Check-In 

• Michelle Davis, Board Executive Director, shared the Board’s Legislative 
Statement, and the goal to simplify it. Michelle discussed Council legislation to 
modernize the statute. 

• Chair Hayes shared some recommendations that came out of the HP Committee, 
and asked staff to revise the document based on that discussion. 

• Members walked through the document and provided feedback: 
o Steve Kutz, Board Member, appreciated statements in support of FPHS. 
o The Board will receive more information about the Council’s bill in 

January. Paj Nandi, Board Member, supported the shift from Health 
Disparities to Health Justice. Member Kutz expressed concern for 
legislature's bandwidth and ability to consider the bill in a short session 
and suggested strategic thinking.  
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o Members discussed the removal of science-based information and data 
from federal webpages and what that means for objective Health Impact 
Reviews. 

o Chair Hayes indicated the focus for school environmental health and 
safety is to lift the proviso. 

o Chair Hayes noted their recommendation from the HP subcommittee to 
remove tobacco products from our legislative statement. Member Kutz 
outlined concerns regarding the issue, but agreed it should be removed 
from the statement to focus staff resources during the session.  

o Executive Director Davis noted that the primary concern right now for 
newborn screening is funding. The statement will be simplified to support 
universal screening for the current approved conditions. Member Kutz 
noted that we should collaborate with the Healthcare Authority. Chair 
Hayes noted that they are familiar with the Board process, but we need to 
review the budget. Member Kutz asked about cost information.  

o Chair Hayes requested the statement reflect support for anticipated 
legislation that Washington State continue to use science-based 
information for recommendations around immunization and immunization 
schedule. Member Kutz noted we should retain universal immunizations 
for kids.  

• The Board will review an updated version of the legislative statement in January. 
Member Kutz requested that we link back to work that happens in the Legislature 
and inform them how FPHS affects their systems. Member Nandi added that the 
direction discussed is reasonable and noted it would be important to highlight the 
West Coast Health Alliance in the immunization piece.  

• Member Nandi asked that we monitor legislation related to community water 
fluoridation, and whether we should include that in the report. Executive Director 
Davis responded that it is included in the Board's authority.  

• Member Kutz requested we include a statement that we are currently aligning 
with best practices. Chair Hayes reminded Board Members that this is an internal 
document and that staff would follow legislation if it came up. Shay Bauman, 
Board staff, responded to Member Kutz that they will prepare talking points to 
use with legislators if a bill regarding fluoridation comes up.  

 
Food Safety 

• Susan Shelton, Department staff, provided background on retail food safety and 
changes to the regulatory environment. Discussed challenges with unpermitted 
food vendors.  

• Member Nandi asked about the enforcement mechanisms of unpermitted 
vendors between local and state jurisdictions. Susan responded that the rule is 
not clear about the destruction of unsafe food supplies. Challenges if the 
operator is not willing to discard their product, then sells in a different location. 
Enforcement is a misdemeanor, so it goes into the criminal justice structure 
outside of public health. This doesn’t work in this case. Need clarification if the 
regulator can discard the product and develop enhanced partnerships with law 
enforcement.  
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• Member Nandi noted that the Board will appreciate some of the nuance 

surrounding the issue. Susan responded that the Washington State Patrol was 
surprised that the Department of Health does not have enforcement authority.  

• Member Nandi highlighted another layer of the issue in multicultural, multiracial 
communities and that the enforcement can be punitive, especially if there isn’t 
education. Member Nandi greed that the risk is there and looks forward to the 
January discussion.  

 
Water Recreation 

• Joe Graham, Department staff, provided an update on the water recreation 
rulemaking. The team is currently reviewing feedback from the informal comment 
period and developing a cost survey to inform the small business economic 
impact statement. The plan to finalize the CR-102 in March 2026, with a hearing 
in June. They have assembled a technical advisory committee for designated 
swimming areas. The Department will provide more information to the Board in 
January.  

 
Preview January Board Meeting 

• Ash Noble, Board staff, provided information related to recent rule reviews of the 
Board’s Camps and Outdoor Music Festivals rules. Ash highlighted vague and 
outdated language, and will present full results in January.  

• Shay discussed a new petition for rulemaking related to On-Site Sewage 
setbacks. Board Members asked whether there is a sponsor for the issue and 
whether other local health jurisdictions are participating.  

• Shay shared background on new federal regulations for consumer confidence 
reports (CCRs). The Department is requesting delegation from the Board to 
adopt the rules by reference.  

 
Committee Member Comments, Questions, and Next Steps 

• The next regular public Board meeting will be held on January 14, 2026.  
 
To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact 

the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY users 
can dial 711 

 
PO Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990 
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