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HEALTH PROMOTION COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES 
 
What: Health Promotion (HP) Committee 
 
When: December 4, 2025  
 
Attending: Board of Health (Board) Members: Patty Hayes, Dr. Socia Love, Peter 
Browning, Dr. Tao Kwan-Gett, and Mindy Flores; Board staff: Molly Dinardo, Michelle 
Davis, Shay Bauman, Ash Noble, Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw, Ashley Bell, Michelle 
Larson, and Hannah Haag; and approximately two members of the public also attended 
the meeting.  
 
Summary Notes:  
 
Rulemaking and Other Project Updates  

• Molly Dinardo, Board staff, adjusted several agenda items to accommodate 
committee members who needed to leave early. 

• Molly provided an overview of active health promotion–related rulemaking 
projects, including newborn screening, vital statistics, and notifiable conditions. 

• Ashley Bell and Hannah Haag, Board staff, presented updates on local board of 
health composition rulemaking to implement Engrossed Substitute House Bill 
(ESHB) 1946, clarifying Tribal representation on local boards of health. 

• Mindy Flores, Board Member, asked about the length of service for new Tribal 
representatives and whether substitute members would be permitted if an 
appointed representative is unable to attend a meeting. 

• Ashley responded that the Board’s rules will not address terms of service or 
substitution, as local boards will make these decisions. Ashley also noted that the 
rule will not affect existing exemptions. 

• Socia Love, Board Member, asked how the requirement for membership from 
federally recognized tribes applies, given the presence of non-federally 
recognized tribes in the state. 

• Molly clarified that ESHB 1946 specifies federally recognized Tribes in its 
definition but does not prohibit local boards from including representatives from 
non-federally recognized tribes. 

• Hannah shared feedback from conversations with local health partners, noting 
concerns that a 60-day timeline is too short to add a new representative while 
maintaining the required balance of elected and non-elected members. 

• Patty Hayes, Board Chair, asked about Board sponsorship for this project.  
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• Ashley confirmed that Member Kutz is serving as the project sponsor. 
• Molly then summarized the Department of Health’s Fluoride Science Review 

Panel recommendations and the Board’s 2015 oral health strategies, noting that 
Member Flores and Dr. Tao Kwan Gett are sponsoring a review of the 2015 
document. Molly then turned the discussion over to Member Flores. 

• Member Flores stated that the Board’s oral health strategies and webpage are 
outdated and essentially duplicate Department of Health content. Member Flores 
recommended replacing the webpage with a brief, high-level statement on the 
importance of oral health and directing users to the Department’s webpage for 
detailed information. 

• Dr. Tao Kwan Gett, Secretary’s Designee, Chair Hayes, Member Browning, and 
Member Love expressed support for the proposal, with Member Love noting the 
importance of alignment with the Department. 

• Molly noted that a future, more formal discussion will be needed to make final 
decisions, but that staff may begin drafting a statement in advance. 

• Next, provided a high-level update on newborn screening (NBS) items pending 
Board action, upcoming reviews, and anticipated future conditions, referencing a 
“NBS Horizon Scan” slide shared with members. Molly noted that the slide will be 
shared again at the January Board meeting. 

• Chair Hayes emphasized the importance of the upcoming legislative session and 
the Department’s newborn screening decision package (DP).  

• Members asked clarifying questions about the Metachromatic Leukodystrophy 
(MLD) review process and funding for Wilson’s disease.  

• Molly explained that MLD will be revisited in two years or when additional 
information becomes available, and that funding for Wilson’s disease is separate 
from this year’s decision package and will require further discussion. 

Preparations for the 2026 Legislative Session  

• Molly Dinardo and Michelle Davis, Executive Director, reviewed the draft 2026 
legislative statement, previously shared with Board Members, and discussed 
potential edits. Executive Director Davis noted that proposed revisions will be 
brought to the January meeting for Board approval 

• Chair Hayes discussed narrowing the statement to a small number of priority 
areas. Chair Hayes emphasized the importance of maintaining a tight focus, 
noting that the Board will continue to monitor legislation that directly affects its 
statutory authority, even if it is not included in the statement. 

• Members generally supported prioritizing: opposition to cuts to Foundational 
Public Health Services (including restoring diverted vapor product tax revenues 
and maintaining General Fund–State investments); support for school 
environmental health and safety rules; support for newborn screening, contingent 
on inclusion in the Governor’s budget; and support for immunization funding and 
science-based policy. 

• Board Members discussed the importance of acknowledging broader health 
threats, including loss of federal data and science-based guidance, while keeping 
the legislative statement narrowly scoped. Members also agreed that broader 
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concerns could be addressed in other Board products, such as the State Health 
Report. 

• Chair Hayes mentioned how subcommittees would continue reviewing the draft 
before January, including discussion at the Environmental Health Committee 
meeting.  

• Executive Director Davis noted that the January Board meeting will occur shortly 
after the session begins, allowing consideration of the Governor’s budget and 
emerging legislative priorities. 

• Members Flores and Browning expressed general support for tightening the 
legislative statement and refining priorities based on the evolving legislative and 
fiscal landscape. 

Preview January Board Meeting  

• Molly shared that staff would present an update on the Board’s local boards of 
health rulemaking. 

• Molly added that newborn screening will also return to the agenda for a process 
refresher or updates, following internal staff and Board sponsor discussions. 

• Molly concluded by sharing that the Board will also review multiple upcoming 
environmental health agenda items and hear from governmental public health 
system partners on their 2026 legislative priorities. 
 

Discuss Committee Leadership  
• Staff reminded committee members that both the Health Promotion and 

Environmental Health Committees need a Chair, and that the next committee 
meetings are scheduled for February 2026.  

 
Committee Member Comments, Questions, and Next Steps  

• Chair Hayes reflected on the Board’s October meeting discussion about 
subcommittee roles and noted that today’s meeting was highly engaging. Chair 
Hayes didn’t have any changes to suggest for the committee's current structure.  

• Molly asked how best to gather feedback from Board Members. Chair Hayes and 
Member Flores agreed that subcommittee meetings may provide a more 
engaging platform than full Board meetings, allowing Members to ask questions 
and discuss HP-specific content in depth. 

• Executive Director Davis emphasized the value of providing context on 
completed, ongoing, and upcoming work to help Board Members prioritize and 
anticipate key topics.  

• Molly noted that having a committee chair is vital for planning future agendas and 
compiling resources, like past Environmental Health committee practices.  
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