
 
 

 

 

From: Bauman, Shay (SBOH) <Shay.Bauman@sboh.wa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 11:52 AM 
To: Bauman, Shay (SBOH) <Shay.Bauman@sboh.wa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Septic System Setback - Pend Oreille River 

From: Matt Schanz <mschanz@netchd.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 8:38 AM 
To: Cooper, Kelly (DOH) <Kelly.Cooper@DOH.WA.GOV>; Cartwright, Carolyn C (DOH) 
<Carolyn.Cartwright@doh.wa.gov> 
Cc: Bodden, Jaime (DOHi) <Jbodden@wsac.org>; Jon Ness <jness@netchd.org> 
Subject: Fw: Septic System Setback - Pend Oreille River 

External Email 

FYI-

Recent changes to the on-site wastewater rule now mandate a 200-foot setback from OSS 
components to a surface water source used for public drinking water supply. Previously, this 
200-foot setback applied only to springs used for public drinking water, not to entire lakes or 
rivers. 

This new rule impacts lots along the Pend Oreille River system, where properties being 
developed could be miles upstream from a community water supply intake. Interestingly, an 
OSS can still be installed 100 feet from a public drinking water well, even a shallow one. These 
same river systems have NPDS discharge permits for treated sewage into surface water. 
Notably, for LOSS (systems regulated by DOH with flows at or exceeding 3,500 gpd), the 200-
foot setback does not apply. Additionally, there are still surface water withdrawals for public 
drinking water systems on the Columbia River near the Tri-Cities, meaning all upstream 
properties fall under this provision. I'm cc'ing our Environmental Health Director, Jon Ness, 
who can correct me if I'm misstating anything and can provide additional context if needed. 

We have approached DOH program staff about a district-wide waiver (Class B), but we have 
been told that we need to handle these on a case-by-case basis. The criteria for such waivers 
involve a hydrogeological assessment and extensive operation and maintenance 
requirements. We believe this should be reviewed as a Class B waiver with reasonable 
mitigation measures, including exempting the 200-foot rule for properties outside the 
immediate area of public drinking water supply intakes. 

As you will note from the email below from one of our BOH members, this is a pressing issue. 
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If we do not find a reasonable and timely solution, a legislative fix may be proposed. This will 
be a topic of discussion among EHDs in Vancouver. I felt compelled to share our perspective 
and ask for assistance in working with DOH leadership to address this matter. 

Matt Schanz, R.S. 
Administrator 
Northeast Tri County Health District 
mschanz@netchd.org 
Office: 509-684-2262, Option 3 
Direct: 509-563-8009 
www.netchd.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, including any attachments, may contain confidential 
information which is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named. If you receive this 
email message in error, please immediately notify the sender by email and delete it. 
Dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email without prior consent of the 
sender is strictly prohibited. 
This email may be considered subject to the Public Records Act and as such may be disclosed to 
a third-party requestor. 

From: Robert Rosencrantz <rrosencrantz@pendoreille.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2025 4:52 PM 
To: Matt Schanz <mschanz@netchd.org>; Jon Ness <jness@netchd.org> 
Cc: Crystal Zieske <czieske@pendoreille.org> 
Subject: Septic System Setback - Pend Oreille River 

Hi Matt & John: 

This morning I shared with my fellow commissioners the discussion regarding septic 
systems that we [Matt, Jon & Robert] had last week. Chairman Gentle, Vice Chair Smiley 
and I want to state emphatically our position as follows: In your upcoming meeting 
regarding setbacks related to septic systems, Pend Oreille County will not be satisfied 
with mitigation or partial relief from the recently implemented 200-foot rule. We 
demand a return to the previous 100-foot rule [with the potential to be reduced to 75 
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 feet].  This is a high priority, ‘line in the sand,’ ‘willing to die on this hill’ issue for us. 

Let’s win, 

Robert Rosencrantz 

Cc: Crystal Zieske: please forward to John and Brian 


