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Date: January 14, 2026 

To: Washington State Board of Health Members 

From: Patty Hayes, Board Chair 

Subject: Washington State Newborn Screening Landscape  

Background and Summary: 
The Washington State Board of Health (Board) has the authority under RCW 70.83.050 
to adopt rules for screening newborns in Washington for certain inherited conditions. 
These rules in chapter 246-650 WAC also establish the list of conditions included in the 
Washington State mandatory newborn screening (NBS) panel. 

Requests to review a condition for possible addition to the NBS panel may come from 
members of the public, the Legislature, Department of Health staff, or Board Members. 
To inform these decisions, the Board convenes a Newborn Screening Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC), which evaluates candidate conditions using guiding 
principles and established criteria and provides recommendations to the Board. 

As the state’s lead regulatory body for newborn screening, the Board monitors ongoing 
and emerging NBS-related activity. This includes conditions undergoing federal review 
and other conditions of interest raised by families and advocates. Given the growing 
number of potential candidate conditions, the Board has identified a need to spend 
more time on newborn screening in the coming year. 

The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an overview of the newborn screening 
“pipeline,” including conditions the Board has already reviewed, those planned for 
review, and conditions likely to come forward soon. This overview will help ground 
upcoming Board discussions and support planning for potential newborn screening 
work, including a possible review and update of our process.  

I’ve invited Megan McCrillis, Policy Analyst for the Department of Health’s Newborn 
Screening Program, and Molly Dinardo, Policy Advisor to the Board, to present this 
information. 

This is an informational briefing only. No Board action will be taken regarding this 
agenda item.  

Staff 
Molly Dinardo, Policy Advisor 
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