
 
Newborn Screening Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Charter 
Start Date: December 9, 2025 End Date: June 30, 2026 (tentative)  
Members: See TAC Membership Addendum A  

OBJECTIVE  

Serve as an expert advisory group to the Washington State Board of Health (Board) on 
newborn screening. Review three core conditions currently included on the federal 
Recommended Uniform Screening Panel (RUSP) but not in Washington State’s 
mandatory newborn screening panel. Based on the evidence presented to the 
committee, provide recommendations to the Board on whether each condition should be 
added. 

BACKGROUND  

State law directs the Board to establish rules for newborn screening in Washington. This 
includes determining which conditions all newborns in the state must be screened for at 
birth. The Department of Health (Department) is responsible for implementing the 
newborn screening program in accordance with the rules adopted by the Board. 

When considering new conditions for the screening panel, the Board and Department 
use a structured review process that examines scientific evidence, family and 
community perspectives, ethics and health equity, and the benefits and costs of 
screening. When a new condition is proposed, the Board convenes a technical advisory 
committee (TAC) to evaluate it using established criteria and guiding principles. The 
TAC’s assessment informs the Board’s decision on whether to add the condition to the 
state’s newborn screening panel. 

KEY ACTIVITIES  

This TAC is convened to review the following core RUSP conditions for possible 
inclusion in the Washington State newborn screening panel:  

• 3-methylcrotonyl-CoA carboxylase (3MCC) deficiency  
• Mucopolysaccharidosis type 2 (MPS II)  
• Krabbe Disease 

https://rarediseases.info.nih.gov/diseases/10954/3-methylcrotonyl-coa-carboxylase-deficiency
https://rarediseases.info.nih.gov/diseases/6675/mucopolysaccharidosis-type-2
https://rarediseases.info.nih.gov/diseases/6844/krabbe-disease


 
As a TAC member, you will review each condition using the Board’s guiding principles 
and newborn screening criteria and decide whether, based on the evidence presented, 
it should be added to the screening panel.  

TAC TIMELINES AND SCHEDULE  

The TAC will meet three times (once for each condition) by June 2026.  
Meetings will be hybrid (via Zoom, with an in-person meeting option in the Tumwater, 
Tacoma, or Seattle area).  

• Meeting 1: 3MCC TAC Review—Tuesday, December 9, 2025  
• Meeting 2: MPS II Review—Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
• Meeting 3: Krabbe Disease Review—Wednesday, April 29, 2026  

COMMITTEE NORMS AND EXPECTATIONS  

• Be present and purpose-oriented; actively contribute to the conversation.  
• Listen to understand; seek clarity, and resist or name assumptions. 
• Appreciate the strength of diverse cultures and perspectives.  
• Engage respectfully; stay open to new information and perspectives.  
• Stay on topic, be mindful of the time, and ground contributions in evidence.  
• Name what we know and don’t know, and identify missing evidence. 
• Commit to using inclusive language in committee discussions and, if possible, 

avoid using idioms or slang terms. 
• State your name each time you begin talking and speak at a moderate pace. 
• Use acronyms where possible after introducing technical terms or proper nouns 

and encourage other committee members to do the same. 

DECISION MAKING 

• Proposed voting methods: This committee will use anonymous voting via 
Microsoft Forms and discussion of results to inform committee decisions and 
recommendations. A unanimous or majority vote isn’t necessary to proceed with 
a recommendation.  

• Proposed Primary or Alternative Member voting: Both primary and alternative 
TAC Members may attend these meetings; however, if both are in attendance, 
the primary TAC member will be responsible for speaking and voting during the 
meeting. The alternative member only speaks and votes when the primary is not 
in attendance. 



 
INFORMATION SHARING 

The Newborn Screening TAC planning team will:  

• Email and post meeting materials at least 48 hours before the scheduled 
meeting. 

• Email updates and notices to TAC members and designated alternatives. 
• Post information about the meetings on the State Board of Health’s webpage. 

RESOURCES/REFERENCE MATERIALS  

• State Board of Health’s Newborn Screening Rules: Chapter 246-650 WAC 
• Washington State Board of Health Candidate Condition Process: Process and 

Criteria to Evaluate Conditions for Inclusion in the Required Newborn 
Screening Panel (updated August 2025) 

• Washington State Department of Health Newborn Screening Webpage: About 
the Newborn Screening Program  

• Washington State Department of Health Newborn Screening Program Overview: 
Zoom Video Recording for TAC Members (recorded October 2024) 

• Overview of the Federal Recommended Uniform Screening Panel (RUSP): 
About Newborn Screening: Recommended Uniform Screening Panel  

• RUSP List: RUSP Heritable Disorders  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-650&full=true
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/SBOH-NBSProcessDocument-NBSProcessandCriteriaAugustUpdates-Updated%208.20.25.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/SBOH-NBSProcessDocument-NBSProcessandCriteriaAugustUpdates-Updated%208.20.25.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/SBOH-NBSProcessDocument-NBSProcessandCriteriaAugustUpdates-Updated%208.20.25.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/infants-and-children/newborn-screening/about-us
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/infants-and-children/newborn-screening/about-us
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/MRnodIM3VHbaTH7FmfnO3A2tCX0KWIq0kSkF5NLVzXnrnOQMHASsSn_pHns3Efg4FfD2u-VC-yPVkGaz.pV0mwrtFDZ8spwo-?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FjmqkULsM3SoZVnzQ0Q-EcMPgkWjxjGd57t8Yv8zt9k3-dixguB8ea43pib8t7prU.ZpA1o68V8Y_QgUyY
https://newbornscreening.hrsa.gov/about-newborn-screening/recommended-uniform-screening-panel
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/heritable-disorders/rusp


TAC Membership, Addendum A - December 2025 

MEMBER ALTERNATE REPRESENTING 

Kelly Oshiro, JD 
Board Co-Chair 
Assistant Attorney General 

Washington State Board of 
Health (Board) 

Nirupama (Nini) Shridhar, 
MPH, PhD 
Department Co-Chair  
State Genetics Coordinator 

Department of Health 
(Department) 

Sunpreet Bhangoo, RN  
Occupational Nurse 
Consultant 

Medicaid, Washington Health 
Care Authority (HCA) 

Emily Shelkowitz, MD 
Pediatrics, Medical Genetics 

Sarah Bick, MD 
Pediatrics, Medical 
Genetics 

Pediatric Specialty Care, 
Seattle Children’s Hospital 
Biochemical Genetics 

Eric Leung, MD  
Neonatologist 

Neonatology and Washington 
Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
(WCAAP) 

Heather Hinton, MS 
Certified Genetic Counselor 

Genetic Counseling, MultiCare 
Yakima Memorial 

Joon-Ho Yu, MPH, PhD 
Pediatrics/Public Health 
Bioethicist 

Bioethics, Department of 
Epidemiology, University of 
Washington 

Bioethics, Treuman Katz Center 
for Pediatric Bioethics and 
Palliative Care 

Kristine Alexander, PhD, 
MCR 
Senior Medical Policy 
Research Analyst 

Private Insurers, Regence 
Health Plans 

Krystal Plonski, ND, LAc, 
EAMP, FABNP 
Naturopathic Pediatrics and 
Acupuncturist 

Naturopaths, Seattle Children’s 
Hospital, and Washington 
Association of Naturopathic 
Physicians (WANP) 



MEMBER ALTERNATE REPRESENTING 

Lisa McGill Vargas, MD 
Neonatologist 

Rucha Shukla, MD  
Neonatologist 

Pediatrics, Neonatal-Perinatal 
Medicine, Sacred Heart Medical 
Center Neonatology Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) 

Priyanka Raut, DNP, MHS, 
RN 
Senior Director of Nursing 

Pediatrics, Yakima Valley 
Farmworkers Clinic 

Roberta (Bobbie) Salveson, 
ARNP, PhD 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, 
Medical Genetics 

Pediatric Specialty Care, Mary 
Bridge Children’s Hospital 
Biochemical Genetics 

María Sigüenza 
Executive Director 

State Commissions, 
Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

Leslie Gesner, LM, CPM 
Midwife 

Community Care Midwifery 

Sydney Rogalla, MPH 
Policy Analyst, Healthcare 
Focused 

Policy and Legislative Affairs, 
Washington State Office of the 
Insurance Commissioner 

Newborn Screening TAC Staff Support 
Megan McCrillis 
Department Newborn Screening 
Policy Advisor 

Anna Pickett 
Acting Department Newborn Screening 
Lab Director 

Molly Dinardo 
Board Policy Advisor 

Sam Sprague 
Department of Health DCHS 
Lead Policy Advisor 

Melanie Hisaw 
Board Executive Assistant 

Crystal Ogle 
Board Administrative Assistant 

Michelle Larson 
Board Communications Manager 

Anna Harris 
Board Communications Consultant 

Marcus DeHart 
Board Communications Consultant 

Subject Matter Experts 
Dr. Anna Scott 
Seattle Children’s Biochemical Genetics 
Laboratory Director 
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