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Date: January 14, 2026  

To: Washington State Board of Health Members 

From: Steve Kutz, Board Member 

Subject: Petition for Rulemaking WAC 246-500-053, Alkaline Hydrolysis — Possible 
Action 

Background and Summary: 
The Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.330) allows any person to petition a 
state agency for the adoption, amendment, or repeal of any rule. Upon receipt of a 
petition, the agency has sixty days to either (1) deny the petition in writing, stating the 
reasons and, as appropriate, offer other means for addressing the concerns raised by 
the petitioner, or (2) accept the petition and initiate rulemaking. 

On December 4, 2025, the State Board of Health (Board) received three petitions from 
Salina Evans, Stephanie Olmstead, and Amy Seekins. The petitioners request that the 
Board declare a moratorium on the practice of reducing human remains through alkaline 
hydrolysis.  

The Board has the authority under RCW 43.20.050(2)(f) to adopt rules and standards 
regarding human remains. Chapter 246-500 WAC establishes standards for handling 
human remains.  

The petitions request the Board: 

• Declare moratoria on:
o The use of alkaline hydrolysis to reduce human remains.
o Allowing the discharge of alkaline hydrolysis waste effluent into

wastewater systems.
o Allowing the inclusion of alkaline hydrolysis waste matter in biosolids that

are applied to soil.
• Commission an independent scientific review to examine the effectiveness of

alkaline hydrolysis in deactivating prions.
• Amend WAC 246-500-053, Human remains reduced through alkaline hydrolysis,

to establish new regulations for alkaline hydrolysis.
• Provide notice to local governments regarding risks to local water systems

associated with prion disease.

Some of the petitioners’ requests are outside of the Board’s authority. WAC 246-500-
053 establishes the processes facilities must use to reduce human remains via alkaline 
hydrolysis, including vessel and temperature requirements, as well as third-party 
validation for sterilization and prion destruction. The disposition of human remains 
reduced through alkaline hydrolysis is subject to burial-transit permit requirements, 
which must be consistent with applicable law. 

Ash Noble, Board staff, will present the Board Members with information related to the 
petition and recommendations. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-500-053&pdf=true
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.330
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.20.050&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-500&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-500-053&pdf=true
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Recommended Board Actions:  
The Board may wish to consider and amend, if necessary, the following motions: 

The Board declines the petition for rulemaking to amend chapter 246-500 WAC 
for the reasons articulated by Board Members. The Board directs staff to notify 
the petitioner of the Board’s decision.  

OR 

The Board accepts the petition for rulemaking to explore amending chapter 246-
500 WAC to address the use of alkaline hydrolysis in Washington State. The 
Board directs staff to notify the requestor of its decision and to file a CR-101, 
Preproposal of Inquiry, to further evaluate the request and possible rule changes. 

Staff 
Ash Noble, Policy Advisor 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact 
the Washington State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email at 

wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY users can dial 711. 
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