WASHINGTON STATE Yl
BOARDorHEALTH

Date: January 14, 2026
To: Washington State Board of Health Members
From: Stephen Kutz, Board Member

Subject: ESHB 1946: Clarifying Tribal Representation and Timelines for Modifying
Local Board of Health Membership

Background and Summary:

Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1946 passed during the 2025 legislative
session. This law requires the State Board of Health (Board) to update its local board of
health (LBOH) composition rules to establish timelines for including Tribal
representation on local boards of health (Chapter 246-90 WAC).

The new law expands representation by allowing each Tribe and Urban Indian
organization recognized by the Indian Health Service and registered as a 501(c)(3)
within a jurisdiction to choose its representative for LBOHs. The law shifts appointment
authority from LBOHSs to the Tribes and organizations, respecting Tribal sovereignty and
self-determination. Before the passage of ESHB 1946, the American Indian Health
Commission (AIHC) selected Tribal representatives for LBOHs. Under RCW 43.20.300,
the Board has the authority to set rules for appointing non-elected members, including
Tribal representatives, to LBOHs. ESHB 1946 has been in effect since July 27, 2025.
The law requires the Board to adopt rules for adjusting LBOH membership by July 27,
2026. Board staff filed a CR-101 on September 10, 2025, to start the rulemaking
process.

Today, | have invited Ashley Bell, Hannah Haag, and Molly Dinardo, Board staff, to
provide an update on their work to date.

This is an informational briefing only. No Board action will be taken regarding this
agenda item.

Staff
Ashley Bell, Deputy Director

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact
the Washington State Board of Health, at 360-236-4110 or by email at
wsboh@sboh.wa.gov TTY users can dial 711.
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