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Local Board of Health Composition
RCW 43.20.300

Requires the Board to adopt rules for the appointment of non-
elected members to Local Boards of Health (LBOH).

These rules (chapter 246-90 WAC) must:
« Be fair and unbiased; and
 When possible, ensure LBOH membership includes
balanced representation of elected officials and non-
elected people with diverse expertise and lived
experience.

The Board first adopted these rules in 2021.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true

Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1946

Modifies the Appointment of Tribal Representatives
* Tribal governments and Urban Indian Health organizations will now appoint their own
representatives to local boards of health (LBOHS).
* Previously, representatives were appointed by the American Indian Health Commission (AIHC).

Directs the State Board of Health to Update Chapter 246-90 WAC
 The Board must adopt rules establishing timelines for modifying LBOH membership.
* Deadline for adopting updated rules: July 27, 2026.

Sets an Interim Timeline for LBOH Membership Changes
« Until the Board updates its rules, LBOHs must update their membership within 60 days after
being notified
of a Tribal representative’s appointment.
« LBOHs must also maintain a balance of elected and non-elected members when Tribal
representatives are added to their membership.




Local Government Engagement

Board staff reached out to local health jurisdictions and county officials prior to moving forward
with filing a CR-101 and has continued conversations with them throughout the engagement
process, including:

Individual meetings with local health administrators

Individual meetings with local board of health staff

Questions from county and local health legal teams

« Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials (WSALPHQO)

« Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC)

« Washington State Association of County Officials (WACO)




Tribal Engagement

Board staff reached out to Tribal leaders, Tribal organizations directly impacted by the legislation,
and the Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs, prior to moving forward with filing a CR-101 and
throughout the engagement process. These include:
 Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians
Centennial Accord
Regular meetings with American Indian Health Commission
Department of Health Office of Tribal Public Health Affairs
Conversations with various Tribal leaders and members
 Tribal representative currently serving on a local board of health

There have been no requests for Tribal consultation




Learnings

Tribal Learnings
 Tribal leaders worked with AIHC and legislators to develop to language in the RCW.
* There are questions about how local health boards of health can be held accountable to
following the law.
* Tribes are not a monolith. Each Tribe has a unique perspective and therefore must be able to
participate independently of other Tribes.

Local Health Learnings
« 60-day timeline is very difficult to meet (some Boards meet quarterly).
« LHJs are concerned about issues of quorum, timeline, tribal relationships, and voting. Many of
these concerns are outside of the scope of our rulemaking.
* Relationships are key.




ESHB 1946 Guidance Documents

* Frequently Asked Questions Document (FAQ) — Updated January 2026

« Overview of Rulemaking (1-page summary)

* Engagement Handout (1-page informational sheet)

« Map of Counties, Local Health Jurisdictions, Tribal Lands,
and Urban Indian Organizations
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https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20%20FAQ%20-%20Jan%202026.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20%20FAQ%20-%20Jan%202026.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20One-pager%20v3.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20One-pager%20v3.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/Info%20Sheet%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/Info%20Sheet%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf

Anticipated Rulemaking Timeline

July 27, 2025:
ESHB 1946

July 27, 2026:
October 2025 - January 2026: March or April 2026: Rulemaking
Engagement activities Public hearing completed

went into effect

O

September 2025: January 2026: February or March 2026:
Filed CR101 Informal comment File CR102, Formal
period comment period

May or June 2026:
File CR103 -
Order of Adoption
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health
at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsbhoh@sboh.wa.gov | TTY users can dial 711



ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

« The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to
people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and
activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

« Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA.
We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like
to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

« We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you
cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to
report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and
describe the following details in your message:

* The nature of the accessibility needs
 The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access
 Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website.



https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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