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Water Recreation & Public Health

Illness outbreaks
 Nationwide, 40 outbreaks per year
 In Washington, about one per year

Drowning
 Leading cause of death for ages 1–4
 Second leading cause of unintentional injury death for 

children ages 5-14



Chapter 70.90 RCW –
Water Recreation Facilities

Gives authority to adopt rules for:
 Design
 Operation
 Injury & Illness Reporting
 Biological & Chemical Contamination 

Standards
 Water Quality Monitoring
 Inspections
 Permit Application
 Enforcement



Water Recreation 
(Aquatic) Facilities

About 4,800 in Washington
 Swimming pools
 Spas (hot tubs)
 Splash pads
 Water parks



 
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Rulemaking

Scope

 Consider current best 
practices

 Improve public health 
and safety

 Consolidate chapters 
for clarity

Development

 Technical Advisory 
Committee

 Consideration of US 
Centers for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
Model Aquatic Health 
Code (MAHC)

 Rulemaking Petitions



Informal Comment Period

 August 2025 – September 2025
 Received 400+ comments
 Mostly from Local Health 

Jurisdictions, owners, operators, 
and pool designers

 Common themes:
 Float tanks
 Water quality monitoring
 Cost
 Treatment of legacy facilities



Cost-Benefit Analysis

 December 2025 – February 2026
 Cost Survey
 Significant Analysis & Small Business 

Economic Impact Statement 
 Revise rules if more than “minor” 

costs
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Rulemaking Timeline

Initiate Rulemaking*
[December 2016]

*Rulemaking paused from 2017-2023 due 
to staffing changes and COVID-19 response 

TAC Meetings
Develop Draft Rules
[June 2023 – June 2025]

Informal Comment Period
Cost Analysis

[August – February 2026]

Formal Comment Period
Public Hearing

[March – June 2026]

Rules Effective
[2027]



Questions



 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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