
January 14, 2026, Board Meeting Recap 

The State Board of Health (Board) met on January 14, 2026 (watch the recording). After 
approving the agenda, adopting the November 19, 2025, and December 5, 2025, meeting 
minutes, and receiving public comments, the Board received updates and discussed the 
following topics: 

• Dennis Worsham, Secretary of Health, provided a Department of Health (Department) 
update, including the current respiratory disease season, recent federal actions, and the 
Governor’s proposed budget. Secretary Worsham highlighted an upcoming one-year action 
plan that focuses on improving data sharing, vaccine strategy, and addressing access to 
care. 

• Michelle Davis, Executive Director, provided updates on Board business, including recent 
petitions, letters to federal and local health agencies, recent committee meetings, and rule 
adoptions, as well as a final legislative report for newborn screening (NBS) and a report 
related to legislatively significant rulemaking since 2024. 

• The Board considered and accepted a petition for rulemaking for On-Site Sewage Setbacks, 
chapter 246-272A WAC, and directed staff to start rulemaking. 

• The Board considered and declined nine petitions for rulemaking for Group A Public Water 
Supplies, chapter 246-290 WAC. Board Members noted some were similar to past requests, 
did not meet the definition of a rule, or were outside the Board's authority. Staff were directed 
to notify the petitioner and review the Board’s petition policy. 

• Executive Director Davis shared an overview of the state budget impacts on Foundational 
Public Health Services (FPHS). Representatives from the Department of Health, Washington 
State Association of Local Public Health Officials, and the American Indian Health 
Commission shared their legislative priorities for the 2026 legislative session. 

• Molly Dinardo, Board staff, presented the Washington State Newborn Screening Landscape, 
providing an overview of past condition reviews and a roadmap for future reviews. 

• The Board reviewed and approved the NBS Technical Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation not to add 3MCC Deficiency to the list of conditions screened in 
Washington. 

• The Board considered and declined a petition for rulemaking for Alkaline Hydrolysis, chapter 
246-500-053 WAC. The Board determined that current rules were protective against prions 
and that several of the petitioners’ requests were outside the Board’s scope for rulemaking. 
Staff were directed to notify the petitioner. 

• The Board reviewed and approved the adoption of the Board’s 2026 Legislative Statement. 

• Ash Noble, Board staff, presented review findings for Camp Rules, chapter 246-376 WAC 
and Outdoor Music Festivals, chapter 246-374 WAC. The Board accepted the review and 
directed staff to incorporate the updates into a future work plan as time and resources allow. 

• The Board postponed review of rules update for Local Board of Health Membership, Tribal 
Representative, chapter 246-90 WAC, and will revisit the topic this Spring. 

• The Department briefed the Board on Food and Safety Overview and Emerging Challenges. 

• The Department updated the Board on the Water Recreation Facilities chapters 246-260 and 
246-262 WAC. 

The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is on March 12, 2026, and Board staff will distribute 
the draft agenda on February 26, 2026. 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact the Washington State 
Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY users can dial 711. 
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