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BILL INFORMATION 

 

Sponsors: Frame, Harris, Bateman, Christian, Cortes, Dhingra, Hasegawa, Krishnadasan, 

Lovelett, Nobles, Orwall, Saldaña, Salomon, Shewmake, Slatter, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Wilson, C. 
 

Summary of Bill:  

• Directs DSHS DDCSa to submit requests to CMS for amendments to applicable DDCS 

HCBS waivers to allow parents who provide personal care services to minor children 

who have developmental disabilities to receive payment for services that qualify as 

extraordinary care.  

• Directs DSHS DDCS to take additional action if amendments are approved by CMS.  
 

HEALTH IMPACT REVIEW 

 

Summary of Findings:  

This Health Impact Review found the following evidence for SB 5211: 

• Informed assumption that directing DDCS to submit requests for amendments to 

applicable DDCS HCBS waivers to allow parents who provide personal care services to 

children younger than 18 years old who have developmental disabilities to receive 

payment for services that qualify as extraordinary care would result in DDCS preparing 

requests for amendments to applicable DDCS HCBS waivers. This assumption is based 

on previous work by DDCS and information from key informants. 

 
a SB 5211 refers to DSHS Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA). In May 2025, DSHS consolidated key 

functions and reorganized programs supporting behavioral health, developmental disabilities, and aging and long-

term support into 2 new administrations.28 Programs supporting people who have developmental disabilities were 

moved into the Home and Community Living Administration, Developmental Disabilities Community Services 

(DDCS).28 This Health Impact Review will use DDCS to reflect DSHS’s new organizational structure. 

Evidence indicates that SB 5211 would likely result in the Developmental Disabilities 

Community Services (DDCS) division of the Washington State Department of Social and 

Health Services (DSHS) preparing requests to the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) for amendments to applicable DDCS Home and Community-Based 

Services (HCBS) waivers to allow parents who provide personal care services to children 

younger than 18 years old who have developmental disabilities to receive payment for 

services that qualify as extraordinary care and the State Medicaid Director submitting 

these requests to CMS. There is unclear evidence how CMS may respond to DDCS’s 

requests for amendments to applicable DDCS HCBS waivers. 
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• Informed assumption that DDCS preparing requests for amendments to applicable 

DDCS HCBS waivers would result in the State Medicaid Director submitting requests to 

CMS. This assumption is based on information from key informants. 

• Unclear evidence how the State Medicaid Director submitting requests to CMS may 

result in CMS responding to DDCS’s request for amendments to applicable DDCS HCBS 

waivers. 
 

FULL REVIEW 

 

For review methods, logic model, strength-of-evidence analyses, and citations of empirical evidence 

refer to the full Health Impact Review at 

https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/HIR-2026-04-SB5211.pdf 
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