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HEALTH PROMOTION COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES

What: Health Promotion (HP) Committee

When: February 5, 2026

Attending: Board of Health (Board) Members: Mindy Flores, Socia Love, Steve Kutz;
Board staff Michelle Davis, Molly Dinardo, Shay Bauman, Ash Noble, Hannah Haag,
Michelle Larson, Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw; Department of Health (Department)
staff: Megan McCirillis, Samantha Sprague, and approximately seven members of the
public also attended the meeting.

Summary Notes:

2026 Legislative Session Updates

Molly Dinardo, Board staff, provided an overview of the 2026 legislative session
and upcoming cutoff dates.

Michelle Davis, Executive Director, noted the session is moving quickly amid
significant fiscal constraints and highlighted tobacco-related bills intended to
address the Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) account shortfall.
Executive Director Davis also identified several bills staff are monitoring closely,
including:

o House Bill 2685, concerning the sharing and protection of Tribal data. This
bill would strengthen Tribal data sovereignty and require the Board to
update its Notifiable Conditions rule.

o House Bill 2242, which would preserve access to preventive services by
clarifying state authority and definitions. This bill does not impact the
Board, but it aligns with the Board’s 2026 legislative statement priorities.

Preview March and April Board Meetings

Molly previewed the upcoming Board meetings scheduled for March 12, 2026, at
Cedarbrook Lodge in SeaTac and April 8, 2026 (location to be determined).
Molly shared an update on a petition related to Metachromatic Leukodystrophy
(MLD). Since MLD has been added to the federal Recommended Uniform
Screening Panel (RUSP), the petitioner intends to resubmit the request. The
Board may need to determine at the March or April meeting whether to convene
a technical advisory committee (TAC) to conduct a comprehensive review.
Molly provided updates on ongoing rulemaking related to Notifiable Conditions.
Discrete revisions to COVID-19 reporting requirements are underway to reduce
the reporting burden. In addition, the Board will review a request from the
Department to permanently add several conditions that are currently reported
provisionally.

Shay Bauman, Board staff, described possible revisions to the Board’s Petition
Policy following direction from the Chair at the January 14, 2026, meeting to
provide additional clarity.

(Continued on the next page)
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Socia Love, Board Member, expressed support for the revisions, noting that
clearer language would enhance public understanding and engagement.

Mindy Flores, Board Member, suggested further refining the definition of a “rule,”
including the possible addition of explanatory language or examples.

Molly provided an update on rulemaking to implement Engrossed Substitute
House Bill 1946 (2025), which clarifies Tribal membership on local boards of
health.

Steve Kutz, Board Member, emphasized the importance of meaningful Tribal
representation and relationship-building, noting concerns about loopholes that
have limited participation in some jurisdictions. Member Kutz highlighted the
value Tribal representatives contribute, including in non-elected roles.

Hannah Haag, Board staff, commented on the progress and great connections
with Tribal representatives and local health to expand the conversation and
continue to build bridges and improve relationships.

Molly shared an update on efforts to clarify the Board’s role at each stage of the
newborn screening process. Work is underway to improve clarity, consistency,
and efficiency as conditions are brought forward for Board consideration. Molly
noted that potential process refinements may be presented in March.

Member Kutz emphasized the importance of consistency in TAC membership.
Member Kutz also raised ethical and practical considerations associated with
screening decisions, including false positives, cost implications, and broader
bioethical concerns.

Member Love stated that process improvements appear to be moving in a
positive direction, but acknowledged ongoing challenges related to the process.
Molly shared that the April Board meeting is on Wednesday, April 8, location
TBD.

Molly shared anticipated topics for the April meeting including Rural Health
Transformation efforts underway in Washington State, newborn screening, and
the 2026 State Health Report.

Molly added that the next NBS TAC is on March 17 to review the condition
Hunter Syndrome (MPS Il), and the Board will have recommendations to discuss
at the April 8 Board meeting.

Rulemaking and Other Project Updates

Molly provided an update on the development of the 2026 State Health Report,
which is statutorily required to highlight health-related policy issues. The Board
contracted with the nonprofit Sound Within using FPHS funds to support this
work.
Molly then introduced the Sound Within team, Naomi Wilson, Gabe Moaalii, and
Leah Ford, who presented an overview of the findings from their cross-county
public health priorities assessment, next steps for stakeholder engagement, and
a policy and rule prioritization framework and score card.
Naomi highlighted that the priorities are intended to serve as a foundational,
cross-system resource to inform future Board policy direction.
Naomi then outlined the seven statewide priority areas identified from Sound
Within’s analysis:

o Behavioral Health, Substance Use, and Overdose

o Healthcare Access and Workforce Capacity
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Housing Instability as Public Health Infrastructure

Public Health System Capacity and Modernization

Environmental Health and Climate-Related Risks

Equity, Language Access, and Culturally Responsive Systems

o Youth and Family Stability as Structural Determinants

e Leah described the stakeholder engagement plan designed to refine and validate
the cross-county priorities identified through quantitative analysis.

e Gabe presented the policy prioritization framework and scorecard, explaining
how the tool could support structured decision-making and alignment in future
Board work.

e The committee expressed support for the findings of the analysis and the policy
prioritization framework.

e Executive Director Davis noted alignment with Board and Governor priorities.

e Member Kutz asked how the work aligns with FPHS efforts.

e Naomi described the report as a foundational, systems-level analysis intended to
strengthen cross-sector alignment.

e Committee members also discussed potential impacts of legislative decisions on
vulnerable populations.

@)
(@)
@)
(@)

Committee Member Comments, Questions, and Next Steps
e There were no questions or comments from the committee.

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact
the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov.
TTY users can dial 711
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