STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

PO Box 47990 « Olympia, Washington 98504-7990
March 18, 2026

Dean Suhr

MLD Foundation

21345 Miles Drive

West Linn, OR 97068-2878

Sent Via Email
Dear Dean Suhr:

Thank you for your rulemaking petition submitted to the State Board of Health (Board) on
February 8, 2026. The petition requested an amendment to chapter 246-650 WAC to add
Metachromatic Leukodystrophy (MLD) to Washington’s newborn screening panel.

At its meeting on March 12, 2026, meeting, the Board reviewed your petition and voted to deny
the request at this time. The Board determined that there was not enough information to begin
rulemaking. Instead, the Board directed staff to follow its established process for evaluating new
conditions. This process includes convening the Newborn Screening (NBS) Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) to conduct a detailed evaluation of MLD for Washington State.

Staff will work with the Department of Health to convene the TAC to evaluate MLD using the
Board’s criteria. The Board is currently working with the Department to determine the
committee’s timing based on available resources. After the TAC completes its review, staff will
present the findings to the Board. At that time, the Board will reconsider whether to add MLD to
the state’s newborn screening panel.

The earliest the Board could convene the NBS TAC is next fiscal year, which begins July 1,
2026. The Board has already finalized its work plan and budget for this fiscal year, and two other
conditions are scheduled for TAC review this spring. We appreciate your patience as staff work
to identify the timeline for this work. Board staff will contact you once a timeline for the MLD
review is established.

Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the
Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW.

If you require further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact Molly Dinardo, Health Policy
Advisor in our office, at 564-669-3455 or at Molly.Dinardo@sboh.wa.gov.



https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/SBOH-NBSProcessDocument-NBSProcessandCriteriaAugustUpdates-Updated%208.20.25.pdf
mailto:Molly.Dinardo@sboh.wa.gov
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