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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE 
SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES 

What: Environmental Health (EH) Committee  

When: February 12, 2026 

Attending: Board of Health (Board) Members: Patty Hayes (Chair), Paj Nandi, Peter 
Browning; Board staff: Michelle Davis, Shay Bauman, Ash Noble, Molly Dinardo, 
Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw, Hannah Haag, Michelle Larson; Department of Health 
(Department) staff: Joe Laxon, Mike Means, Katitza Holthaus, Kimberly Moore, Kseniya 
Efremoa, LeAnn Cunningham, Marra Tripodi, Mike Dexel, Dana Myers, Todd Phillips, 
Will Cox, Brian Sayrs, Laura Johnson, Ali Boris, and approximately 10 members of the 
public attended the meeting.   

Summary Notes:  
 
LOTT Clean Water Alliance Class A+ Reclaimed Water Demonstration Project 
Briefing  

• Stephen Taylor, LOTT, presented to Board Members about LOTT’s Class A+ 
reclaimed water demonstration pilot that is potentially launching this fall. 

• Patty Hayes, Board Chair, asked about implications for other areas of the state 
and whether other projects were pending. Board Chair Hayes also asked about 
cost implications for counties.  

o Stephen responded that multiple projects are being explored, primarily in 
eastern Washington. LOTT’s goal is to test the bigger picture and set a 
precedent. Stephen noted that reusing wastewater can be more cost-
effective than finding a new source.  

o Mike Means, Department staff, shared that the Department has received 
requests for both industrial and municipal reuse from Eastern Washington. 
Mike noted that LOTT is helping lead the way as agencies work through 
the regulatory pathway. Mike also noted increasing limitations on new 
source water availability in Washington.  

o Jesse Barham, LOTT, added that cost implications vary depending on the 
treatment method used, and LOTT is currently testing two different 
approaches.  

• Paj Nandi, Board Member, asked whether there is a blueprint from California that 
states could follow.  

o Mike responded that the Department is looking to California as a blueprint, 
but our regulatory environment is not yet clear.  

• Member Nandi asked about community engagement and lessons learned around 
public acceptance and perception.  

o Stephen responded that there have been mixed results. LOTT is 
prioritizing community engagement and communications to proactively 
address concerns and learn from challenges faced in other jurisdictions.  
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• Member Nandi asked whether minerals removed during purification are naturally 
occurring or added back, and if the end product is distilled water.  

o Stephen responded that minerals are commonly added back and that 
LOTT is considering this for long-term implementation beyond the pilot 
phase.  

o Jesse noted that disposal considerations for excess product vary 
depending on the context.  

• Board Chair Hayes shared that a tour would support further understanding of the 
project.  

o Shay Bauman, Board staff, offered to coordinate with LOTT.  
• Peter Browning, Board Member, noted that, as a former public health director, 

the project is exciting and a tour would be valuable. Member Browning also noted 
that the Department would likely serve as the regulatory approver rather than the 
Board.  

o Shay shared that agencies are coordinating closely and that LOTT has 
been a strong partner throughout this process.  
 

2026 Legislative Session Updates  
• Shay provided a high-level overview of legislative timelines and cutoffs. 
• Joe Laxson, Department staff, provided an update from the Department, noting 

that 11 bills remain active. Joe highlighted: 
o Senate Bill 6291 related to wastewater inspections 
o House Bill 2239 related to family burial grounds 
o The lead in cookware bill 

• Member Browning asked whether the lead in cookware issue is economic or 
process-related.  

o Joe responded that it is often a legacy issue. The concern was first 
identified in products imported from outside the U.S. and further review 
identified elevated lead levels in some U.S. products as well.   

• Michelle Davis, Executive Director, shared additional legislative updates. 
Including bills to address Foundational Public Health Services shortfalls and a 
Tribal data sovereignty bill that would require updates for the notifiable conditions 
rules.  

Preview March and April Board Meetings  
March 

• Ash Noble, Board staff, shared information on potential rulemaking for dogs in 
microbreweries. 

• Molly Dinardo, Board staff, presented an overview of the State Health Report and 
the work contracted with Sound Within.  

• Board Chair Hayes suggested including a crosswalk of Board authority in future 
discussions, including consideration of whether aspects of the Board’s authority 
fall outside the priority categories identified in the Sound Within report.  

o Molly acknowledged the request and noted that the crosswalk could 
support prioritization of rules and projects. 

• Member Browning expressed appreciation for the criteria and sense of urgency.  
• Board Chair Hayes noted that existing process and legislative requirements 

affect the Board’s ability to prioritize.  
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• Shay Bauman, Board staff, described possible revisions to the Board’s Petition 
Policy following direction from the Chair at the January 14, 2026, meeting to 
provide additional clarity.  

o Chair Hayes expressed support for preliminary screening and asked 
whether the screening is intended to determine petition validity, and 
whether staff considered alternative approaches for petitions that do not 
pass screening.  

o Shay responded that staff considered other methods, but that the one 
presented was ultimately selected after consulting counsel.  
 

April 
• Ash provided an overview of statewide concerns related to unpermitted food 

vendors and potential rule considerations.  
• Shay shared an update on the federal Lead and Copper Rule Revisions and 

potential impacts on Board rules. The Department may request the Board 
delegate rulemaking in April.  

• Shay noted that the Board is working with the Department on naturally occurring 
fluoride levels and potential rulemaking options arising from the science review. 

• Board Chair Hayes asked whether the oral health statement was discussed at 
the Board’s Health Promotions committee. 

o Molly responded that it was not because the web updates are not ready 
yet.  

o Board Chair Hayes said the Board’s statement updates shouldn’t 
necessarily have to rely on the Department, and that more discussion is 
needed.  
 

Rulemaking and Other Project Updates  
• Shay provided an update regarding the Tacoma-Pierce County Health 

Department’s DIY septic pilot, in response to a public comment received at the 
January Board meeting. 

o Board Chair Hayes asked whether there is a way to redirect the 
commenter to this information.  

o Shay responded that they will follow up with the commenter. 
• Shay shared information regarding new federal developments in the review of 

fluoride.   
 

Committee Member Comments, Questions, And Next Steps 
• The next regular public Board meeting will be held on March 12, 2026. 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact 
the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov.  

TTY users can dial 711. 

PO Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990 
(360) 236-4110 • wsboh@sboh.wa.gov • sboh.wa.gov 

mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
http://www.sboh.wa.gov/

	Summary Notes:
	LOTT Clean Water Alliance Class A+ Reclaimed Water Demonstration Project Briefing
	2026 Legislative Session Updates
	Preview March and April Board Meetings
	Rulemaking and Other Project Updates

	Committee Member Comments, Questions, And Next Steps

