STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

PO Box 47990  Olympia, Washington 98504-7990

April 22, 2026

SUBJECT: Rural Health Transformation Advisory Committee Selection Panel
Dear Health Care Authority Selection Panel,

The Washington State Board of Health strongly supports Melinda “Mindy” Flores appointment as an
advisory committee member for Washington’s Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) Advisory
Committee. Mindy has worked with the Board in multiple capacities, including bringing dental care
insights, co-sponsoring the Board’s State Health Report, collaborating with rural communities on health
care access and delivery, and fostering relationships between those communities and Tribes. She brings
firsthand lived-experience, health care expertise, collaborative decision-making, and an unwavering
commitment to this work.

Mindy has supported her community over the course of her career. She has worked in military hospitals,
private hospitals, federally qualified health centers, and Tribal clinics. This cross-sector experience gives
her a clear view of how these systems operate, where they differ, where they overlap, and how to help them
work better together. This provides an unique perspective on potential needs in rural communities and the
ability to contribute practical solutions for complex challenges.

Mindy’s work with Tribes and Tribal clinics proves that she has an ability to engage and collaborate with
communities with respect and cultural humility. She builds trust with underserved populations and rural
providers. Mindy is aware of the responsibility and integrity that is required to work closely with those
receiving and providing services in our communities. Mindys experience in safety-net and community
health settings keeps her focused on improving access, strengthening care systems, and supporting the
providers and patients who rely on them.

Mindy is dependable, highly capable, and steady under pressure. She follows through on commitments,
volunteers to lead difficult conversations, builds and earns trust, and brings a collaborative spirit whenever
she has the opportunity. The Washington State Board of Health recommends Mindy Flores without
reservation. She will be a strong addition to the RHTP Advisory Committee and a valuable partner to the
communities it serves.

Sincerely,

Fatt, Lo

Patty Hayes
Board Chair, Washington State Board of Health



Marcus DeHart
Line


