
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

April 15, 2026 

 

Sent via email 

 

Dear Vanessa Cervantes: 

 

On April 8, 2026, the Washington State Board of Health (Board) reviewed the complaint 

you submitted as part of the Board’s regular meeting. The Board determined that the 

complaint does not merit a preliminary investigation under RCW 70.05.120. 

 

As outlined in our previous correspondence, your complaint alleged, among other things, 

that Sunnyside Meat Packers has been operating a high-volume meat processing facility 

on a septic system permitted only for a small retail shop, that the system has failed, and 

that the Yakima Health District, other agencies, and several named individuals have taken 

no corrective action. As also previously communicated, the Board's authority under RCW 

70.05.120(1) is limited to complaints against appointed local health officers and 

administrative officers, and the Board considered your complaint only as it related to 

Ryan Ibach in the capacity of Interim Administrator of the Yakima Health District. 

 

Before the meeting, Board members were provided with your complaint and supporting 

materials, as well as a written response submitted by Ryan Ibach on April 2, 2026. Board 

members noted that the administrator's response demonstrated that the Yakima Health 

District (YHD) has been actively investigating the concerns raised and that inspections 

found no evidence of a failing septic system. Board members also noted that the response 

of YHD and Interim Administrator Ryan Ibach aligned with responsibilities under statute 

and Chapter 246-272A WAC. 

 

The Board additionally discussed information provided at the meeting by the Department 

of Health. The Department of Health reported that it had received the same complaint and 

had not identified any violations related to the concerns raised during its review.  

 

Based on this record, the Board found the complaint does not contain sufficient 

information to support a finding that Interim Administrator Ryan Ibach refused or 

neglected to enforce the provisions of chapters 70.05, 70.24, or 70.46 RCW, or the rules, 

regulations, or orders of the Board.  

 

Available options for appeal or other review may be determined by consulting the 

Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW. 
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Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Patty Hayes RN, MN 

Board Chair 

 

 



 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47990 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7990 

 

April 15, 2026 

 

 

 

Ryan Ibach 

Interim Administrator 

Yakima Health District 

1210 Ahtanum Ridge Drive 

Yakima, WA 98903 

 

Sent via email 

 

Dear Ryan Ibach: 

 

On April 8, 2026, the Washington State Board of Health (Board) reviewed a complaint 

filed against you, as interim Yakima Health District Administrator, as part of the Board’s 

regular meeting. After this review, the Board determined the complaint does not merit a 

preliminary investigation pursuant to RCW 70.05.120. 

 

The complaint alleged, among other things, that Sunnyside Meat Packers in Yakima 

County has been operating a high-volume meat processing facility on a septic system that 

was only permitted for a small retail shop, and, as a result, the system failed and is being 

bypassed, with waste discharging into the soil and nearby surface water. The complainant 

alleged that you failed to act on this known septic system failure and requested that the 

Board exercise its oversight authority under RCW 70.05.120 to investigate the alleged 

failure to enforce public health and sanitation laws. 

 

Before the meeting, Board members were provided with the complaint and supporting 

materials, as well as the written response you submitted on April 2, 2026. Board 

members noted that your response demonstrated that the Yakima Health District (YHD) 

has been actively investigating the concerns raised and that inspections found no 

evidence of a failing septic system. Board members also noted that the response of both 

yourself and YHD aligned with responsibilities under statute and Chapter 246-272A 

WAC. 

 

The Board additionally discussed information provided at the meeting by the Department 

of Health. The Department of Health reported that it had received the same complaint and 

had not identified any violations related to the concerns raised during its review.  
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Based on this record, the Board found the complaint does not contain sufficient 

information to support a finding that you refused or neglected to enforce the provisions of 

chapters 70.05, 70.24, or 70.46 RCW, or the rules, regulations, or orders of the Board.  

 

The Board appreciates the thorough response you submitted for its consideration and 

recognizes the Yakima Health District's ongoing commitment to protecting public health 

in your community. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Patty Hayes RN, MN 

Board Chair 
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