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HEALTH PROMOTION COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES

What: Health Promotion (HP) Committee
When: May 7, 2026

Attending: Board of Health (Board) Members Kelly Oshiro and Ashley Mathews; Board
staff Molly Dinardo, Shay Bauman, Hannah Haag, Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw,
Michelle Larson, Michelle Davis; Department of Health (Department) staff; Emily
Laskowski, Jamilia Sherls, Melissa Couture, Adriann Jones, Megan McCrillis, Sam
Sprague, Erin Brewster; external presenters Jamie Bodden, Washington Association of
Local Public Health Officials (WSALPHO), Theresa Adkinson, Grant County, Dr. Allison
Berry, Clallam and Jefferson Counties; approximately two members of the public also
attended the meeting.

Summary Notes:

Preview of June and August Board Meetings

e Molly Dinardo, Board staff, previewed the upcoming Board meetings scheduled
for June 4, 2026, at the Davenport Hotel, and August 12, 2026 (location to be
determined).

e Molly shared that the Board plans to address two topics related to local boards of
health composition in June: a rules hearing to implement 2025 legislation
clarifying Tribal representation on local boards of health (LBOHs), and a petition
for rulemaking regarding vacancies on LBOHs.

e Molly also shared that the Board plans to review and possibly adopt the 2026
State Health Report. In addition, the Board will consider a petition for rulemaking
requesting that the Board require research facilities to report individual animal
cases, outbreaks, and suspected outbreaks of notifiable conditions in non-human
primates to the Department, and to add MRSA as a notifiable condition under the
rule.

e Molly then previewed possible topics for August, including review and possible
adoption of a statement on oral health for the Board’s website, a briefing on the
Washington State Rural Health Transformation Program, and either a tentative
briefing or rules briefing on current notifiable conditions rulemaking related to
COVID-19 reporting requirements.

o Kelly Oshiro, Board Member, asked staff to clarify the differences between the
provisional notification request the Board considered and acted on during the
April 8 Board meeting and the rules update or briefing staff plans to provide in
August.

e Molly clarified that the August update relates to ongoing rulemaking to revise
current COVID-19 reporting requirements in chapter 246-101 WAC. The
proposed changes would remove COVID-19 as a condition that health care
facilities, providers, and laboratories must report immediately and would adjust
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reporting requirements to reflect COVID-19’s status as an endemic respiratory
condition, in turn reducing the reporting burden.

Molly added that the April request focused on two separate provisional
notifications from the State Health Officer regarding carbapenemase-producing
organisms (CPO) and monkeypox (mpox). Although the State Health Officer also
issued a provisional notification request for COVID-19, staff did not include it in
the April request because rulemaking to update COVID-19 reporting
requirements was already underway.

Rulemaking, Other Project Updates, and Informational Briefings

Molly provided an overview of three active health promotion rulemaking topics
before the Board: notifiable conditions, clarification of Tribal representation on
local boards of health, and the Department’s delegated authority for vital records
rulemaking.

Molly then provided a briefing on notifiable conditions rules to support upcoming
discussions, including disease surveillance frameworks, agency roles, public
health authority responsibilities, and prior rulemaking completed from 2017 to
2021.

Member Oshiro thanked staff for the overview and noted that notifiable conditions
have not been discussed extensively since the previous rulemaking updates.
Jamilia Sherls, Department staff, provided an overview of House Bill (HB) 2242,
which transferred vaccine recommendation authority to the Department and
maintains insurance coverage for immunizations and preventive services.
Jamilia clarified that the law does not establish vaccine mandates or change
consent or administration requirements and emphasized its intent to preserve
access to preventive services.

Jamilia also described implementation, including a new Vaccine
Recommendations webpage and the evidence-based process used to develop
state immunization guidance.

Melissa Couture, Department staff, provided an overview of the Immunization
Roadmap, a four-year strategy to increase immunization rates in Washington
State.

Melissa noted the roadmap is a living document that will evolve as priorities and
evidence change.

Emily Laskowski, Department staff, provided an overview of public health
surveillance planning for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, including event locations and
goals to monitor health impacts, identify early warning signals, and support
situational awareness.

Emily described planned enhancements to surveillance and data systems,
including expanded case-based, syndromic, wastewater, event-based, and
participatory surveillance; targeted wastewater monitoring for key diseases;
updated FINS questions; expanded ESSENCE use; strengthened provider
reporting; and Washington Disease Reporting System (WDRS) enhancements to
support large-event investigation and reporting.

Jamie Bodden, WSALPHO, outlined Washington’s LBOH structure and
governance, including decentralized authority and changes under 2021
legislation (HB 1152/HB 1946) expanding membership to include community and
Tribal representation, with implementation varying across jurisdictions.
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e Theresa Adkinson, Grant County, and Dr. Allison Berry, Local Health Officer for
Clallam and Jefferson Counties, shared implementation experiences, noting
improved inclusion of lived experience and Tribal perspectives, but also ongoing
challenges with recruitment, vacancies, and operational variability across
jurisdictions.

e Dr. Berry described creating multiple Tribal representative seats in Clallam and
Jefferson Counties to reflect multiple Tribes, noting partial seat fill due to limited
capacity among Tribal partners. Dr. Berry reported improved decision-making,
stronger relationships, and more community-informed public health work.

e Thersa described Grant County’s district structure and noted that expanded
membership improved balance among elected officials, city representatives,
community members, and business voices. Theresa highlighted stronger policy
discussions, particularly around substance use, homelessness, and fiscal
decision-making. Theresa also noted consistent Tribal representation through
regional relationships with the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation.

e Theresa and Dr. Berry both noted ongoing challenges with vacancies and
described strategies such as alternate members and improved communication
systems to maintain quorum and continuity.

e Ashley Mathews, Board Member, agreed with prior comments and highlighted
additional vacancy solutions used in Kitsap County.

Committee Member Comments, Questions, and Next Steps
e There were no questions or comments from the committee.

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact
the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY
users can dial 711.
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