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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING SUMMARY NOTES

What: Environmental Health (EH) Committee
When: May 21, 2026

Attending: Board of Health (Board) Members, Patty Hayes, Chair, Member Ashley
Mathews, and Member Paj Nandi; Board staff, Michelle Davis, Executive Director, Ash
Noble, Shay Bauman, Molly Dinardo, Marcus DeHart, Melanie Hisaw, and Crystal Ogle;
Department of Health (Department) staff; Mike Means, Holly Myers, Lauren Jenks, Mike
Dexel, Todd Phillips, Katitza Holthaus, Kseniya Efremova, Brian Sayrs, River Lin, Zehra
Siddiqui, and Kara Ziegler; Carina Elsenboss (PHSKC), Stehanie Shopbell (GCHD),
and approximately two members of the public also attended the meeting. (Approx 25
total attendees).

Summary Notes:

Committee Chair Selection
e Ashley Mathews, Board Member, was selected to serve as EH Committee Chair,
replacing Patty Hayes, Board Chair, who had previously served as acting chair.

Office of Drinking Water (ODW) - Public Water System Definition — Agency
Request Legislation (ARL)

e Mike Means, Department staff, presented an overview of agency request
legislation related to the definition of a public water system. The Department is
considering either removing the current exemption for water systems with
connections serving a single farm or limiting the exemption to Group B water
systems.

e Patty Hayes, Board Chair, asked Mike to clarify the distinction between Group A
and Group B water systems.

¢ Mike explained that wells are regulated by local governments to ensure water
adequacy. Group B water systems are small state-regulated systems with two to
14 connections that serve less than 25 people per day. State regulations for
Group B water systems focus on system design and local government control.
Local governments have their own rules and have a great deal of control over
Group B systems. Group A systems have 15 or more connections, are federally
regulated, and are overseen by the Department of Health’s Office of Drinking
Water.

¢ Member Mathews asked whether equestrian activities are included in the
category of agricultural purposes. Mike said any water source that serves more
than 25 people a year is a public water system.

e Mike mentioned an issue with the language of chapter 246-290 WAC and said
the agency is working on a request legislation to correct what the state law
currently says so the rule can be updated.

(Continued on the next page)
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Board Chair Hayes asked whether there was anything helpful the Board needs to
do as the Department moves forward. Mike said they will check with staff.

Preview of June and August Board Meetings

Ash Noble, Board staff, stated that the Board will review several rule petitions in
Spokane in June, including petitions on fluoride, OSS component installation
requirements, and one on notifiable conditions.

Shay Bauman, Board staff, described three petitions from Dr. Osmunson and
Washington Action for Safe Water, including one screened out according to the
Board’s petition policy. Petition #35 asks for a rule requiring an affirmative safety
determination for substances added to drinking water. Petition #36 requests
disclosure of Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval status for substances
under review, but it will not be scheduled for review because it does not meet the
definition of a rule. Petition #37 proposes minimum standards for evaluating
scientific evidence in contested rulemaking. Due to time constraints, petition #37
will be on the agenda, and staff will discuss screening results then.

Shay discussed another petition the Board received from an Edgewood
homeowner regarding on-site sewage systems (OSS). The petition requests an
amendment to chapter 246-272A WAC to require OSS piping to follow
manufacturer installation instructions. Shay will present their recommendation at
the June 4 Board meeting.

Ash discussed a petition submitted on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals (PETA) and other advocacy organizations requesting amendments to
chapter 246-101 WAC (notifiable conditions). It would require research labs to
notify the Department of Health of individual animal cases, outbreaks, and
suspected outbreaks in non-human primates, including those listed in Table
H1-C. It also requests consideration of adding Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) to the rule. Ash will present the petition for the
Board’s consideration at the June 4 Board meeting.

Patty Hayes, Board Chair, asked who the Board Sponsor is for these petitions.
Board staff responded that Peter Browning, Board Member, will sponsor the OSS
and notifiable conditions petitions.

Chair Hayes asked a question regarding OSS and noted the rule does not
currently require piping to be installed according to manufacturer guidelines. The
petitioner is focused on this gap. Board Chair Hayes recommended that the
discussion should address consistency versus enforcement when the item is
presented.

Shay responded that discussions with EH directors and OSS teams identified
potential implementation challenges. Installation according to manufacturer
instructions is standard practice in the industry, and adding this requirement to
rule could create expectations for inspection that local health jurisdictions may
not be able to meet.

Board Chair Hayes asked about the PETA petition and noted the Board will need
information on how other states handle similar issues. Petitions typically do not
include testimony, and the Board relies on open public comment instead.
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Michelle Davis, Executive Director, discussed public comments and noted that
petitioners are encouraged to submit supporting information with their petitions.
Staff will monitor public comment sign-ups and adjust timing as needed.

Chair Hayes expressed concerns about the notifiable conditions petition and how
to support Member Browning and guide the discussion to better understand the
rulemaking implications.

Ash and Shay transitioned the discussion to the August Board meeting.

Shay anticipated the meeting would include updates on fluoride and a rules
briefing on OSS Setbacks, with a hearing in October.

Chair Hayes asked whether staff had received feedback from Tribes regarding
OSS rulemaking. Shay responded that no feedback has been received related to
the current rulemaking process.

Paj Nandi, Board Member, asked about the fluoride ethics review and
engagement with public health partners. Lauren Jenks, Department staff,
responded that the ethics review is still under consideration and described
current priorities. Member Nandi discussed connecting with organizations to
support a balanced review aligned with public health science.

Molly Dinardo, Board staff, said that for the August Board meeting, staff are
working with Mindy Flores, Board Member, and Dr. Tao Kwan-Gett to craft an
oral health statement for the Board’s website to replace the Board’s 2015
recommended strategies for oral health. The Department’s Oral Health Program
is also updating educational materials on its webpage.

FIFA World Cup 2026 — Environmental Health Issues

Carina Elsenboss, Deputy Director of PHSK, provided an update on the event
planning for the FIFA World Cup. An Incident Command System has been
established to support operations for five weeks before, during, and after the
event.

Chair Hayes thanked Carina and asked about unregulated pop-ups.

Carina responded that activity has increased over the past few years and that
work is focused on using regulatory authority and providing resources to support
permitting. Carina noted ongoing barriers to permitting and continued efforts
beyond the World Cup. Carina emphasized coordination with stadiums, the City
of Seattle, and other partners beyond Environmental Public Health. Progress has
been made that can be built upon to help more people obtain permits.

Paj Nandi, Board Member, said that the voucher program is very supportive and
asked whether Spanish is the primary language used or if other languages are
available.

Carina said Spanish language outreach is a key focus and that the PHSKC
website offers information in other languages.

Rulemaking and Other Topics

Shay Bauman, Board staff, shared a document that provides an overview of
current active rulemaking projects.

Ash Noble, Board staff, reported on water recreation rulemaking. Staff are
developing the small business economic impact statement, the significant



Page 4
Environmental Health Committee
Special Meeting Summary Notes

analysis, and sending out cost surveys. Staff anticipate a CR-102 to be filed soon
and hold the hearing in October or November.

e Shay provided an update on the consumer confidence report rulemaking that
was delegated to the Department. Recent Environmental Protection Agency
changes were implemented, and the Department had a hearing in March. The
rules took effect in April.

e Department staff are now focused on lead and copper rulemaking. The CR-102
was filed on May 18, and a formal public comment period is currently underway,
and a hearing is scheduled for June 23. This is a federally required rule update.

e Ash shared an update on the dogs in microbreweries rule. The rule will allow pet
dogs to be in microbreweries that do not serve food. This is abbreviated
rulemaking and will begin at the CR-102 phase. Ash will brief the Board in August
in preparation for a hearing in October.

e Ash also provided an update on school environmental health and safety
rulemaking. The most recent operating budget allows the Board to start
rulemaking and implement Phase 1 of the 2025 school rule recommendations.
Phase 1 includes topics like indoor air quality, radon test, and updated language.

Committee Member Comments, Questions, and Next Steps
¢ Michelle Davis, Executive Director, noted Dr. James Lewis was recently
appointed to fill the Local Health Officer position on the Board.

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact
the State Board of Health at 360-236-4110 or by email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov. TTY users
can dial 711

PO Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990
(360) 236-4110 « wsboh@sboh.wa.gov * sboh.wa.gov
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