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Summary Notes for the Newborn Screening Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

April 29, 2026
Hybrid Meeting
Washington State Department of Health Town Center Two (TC2, Room 166)
111 Israel Road SE, Tumwater, WA 98501
Virtual meeting: Zoom Webinar

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members present:

Kelly Oshiro, JD, Board Vice Chair and TAC Co-Chair

Nirupama (Nini) Shridhar, MPH, PhD, TAC Co-Chair

Eric Leung, Washington Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (WCAAP)
Heather Hinton, MultiCare Yakima Memorial

Joon-Ho Yu, Department of Epidemiology, University of Washington Bioethics, Treuman Katz
Center for Pediatric Bioethics and Palliative Care

Priyanka Raut, Yakima Valley Farmworkers Clinic

Roberta (Bobbie) Salveson, Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital Biochemical Genetics
Leslie Gesner, Community Care Midwifery

Sunpreet Bhangoo, Washington Healthcare Authority (HCA)

Kristine Alexander, Regence Health Plans

Rucha Shukla, Sacred Heart Medical Center Neonatology Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
Sarah Bick, Seattle Children’s Hospital Biochemical Genetics

Maria Sigienza, Commission on Hispanic Affairs

Sydney Rogalla, Office of the Insurance Commissioner (OIC)

Andrew Busz, Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA)

State Board of Health (Board) staff present:

Michelle Davis, Executive Director Michelle Larson, Communications Manager
Molly Dinardo, Policy Advisor Marcus DeHart, Communications
Melanie Hisaw, Executive Assistant Consultant

Crystal Ogle, Administrative Assistant
Guests and Participants:

Allegra Calder, Facilitator Alexandra Montano, Department of Health
Samantha Sprague, Department of Health Anna Pickett, Department of Health
Megan McCrillis, Department of Health

1. Welcome and Introductions

Staff explained that the purpose of the meeting was to update the Newborn Screening
(NBS) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on recent Board actions from the April 8, 2026,
meeting and to gather member feedback for the Board (see presentation on file).



2. NBS TAC Meeting Overview: Today’s Purpose and March Meeting Recap

Staff reviewed the Board’s decision not to add Mucopolysaccharidosis Il (MPS 1l) to the
NBS panel. Staff noted this decision was made independently of the broader pause in NBS
activities.

A TAC member asked whether newly available enzyme replacement therapy (ERT) data
had been considered in the Board’s review, given the promising evidence of treatment
effects.

Staff clarified that the treatment was not Food and Drug Administration-approved at the
time of review and, therefore, was not included in the Board’s evaluation.

3. Department of Health Request to the State Board of Health, and Outcomes of the
April 8, 2026, Meeting Discussion

Staff reviewed the request from the Department of Health (Department) and the Board’s
decision at its April 8, 2026, meeting to pause certain NBS policy activities for one year due
to budget constraints within the NBS Program. Staff explained that the Department
received approximately 20% of the requested funding. This led to a pause in adding
approved but not yet implemented conditions (including Wilson disease) and a suspension
of future expansion activities.

Staff confirmed that the current screening will continue uninterrupted and that all petitions
(new condition requests) and submissions will continue to be tracked.

TAC members asked about the roles of the Board and Department and the state budget
process. Staff clarified that the Board sets NBS requirements while the Department
implements them and requests funding through the legislative process but does not control
final appropriations.

TAC members questioned the rationale for pausing activities such as the Krabbe disease
review. TAC members noted that prior work had already been completed and that
implementation often takes considerable time. Staff acknowledged the complexity of the
decision-making process.

4. TAC Member Discussion and Feedback

TAC members reflected on the value and efficiency of the TAC process and suggested
exploring ways to quantify its impact, including conducting cost-benefit analyses or
pursuing academic partnerships. Staff acknowledged these suggestions and expressed
appreciation for member contributions.

TAC members and staff discussed potential process improvements, including combining
condition reviews to improve efficiency. Overall, TAC members supported the standing
committee structure and noted increased familiarity with evaluation criteria over time.

TAC members also expressed appreciation for staff sharing materials in advance and
suggested revisiting the NBS evaluation criteria.


https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/Tab09b-DOH-Newborn%20Screening%20Request-April%202026.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/meetings/meeting-information/meeting-information/materials/2026-04-08

5. Recap of Our Work Together and Preview Future NBS Work

Staff wrapped up the meeting by reviewing work the NBS TAC completed in 2025 and 2026
(see presentation on file).

6. Meeting Closeout and Next Steps

Staff closed the meeting by inviting TAC members to complete a survey about their
experience and provide feedback to staff. TAC members were also offered the opportunity
to stay informed on the NBS TAC reconvening in the future.

ADJOURNMENT

Kelly Oshiro and Nini Shridhar, TAC Co-Chairs, adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m.

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Kelly Oshiro, TAC Co-Chair and Nini Shridhar, TAC Co-Chair
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