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Matt Schanz, Director 

Matt Schanz is a public health professional with more than 30 years of 

experience serving communities in Idaho and Washington. He holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Idaho and began his 

career in environmental public health after graduation. Matt has served 

as Environmental Public Health Director for both Klickitat County and 

the Northeast Tri County Health District. Since 2016, he has served as 

Administrator of the Northeast Tri County Health District, which 

provides public health services to Ferry, Pend Oreille, and Stevens 

Counties. Matt is actively engaged in statewide public health leadership as a board member of the 

Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials and serves on a statewide risk 

insurance pool board representing special purpose districts. In addition, he spent seven years as 

chair of a regional community action agency, supporting programs that strengthen and serve local 

communities. 

Dr. Sam Artzis, Health Officer 

Sam Artzis has been a rural doctor since 1991. He started his public 

health career in 2010 under the guidance of Ed Gray, MD, and 

continues his work as Northeast Tri County Health District’s Health 

Officer. His guiding motto has been “If your town has a stop light, it’s 

too big for me.” Currently he provides emergency and hospitalist 

services for Ferry County Hospital in Republic, WA. Dr. Artzis also 

served as the medical program director for rural ambulance services in 

Ferry and Stevens counties since 1998. 

Northeast Tri County Health District 

Northeast Tri County Health District works with other entities to assess, protect, preserve, and 

promote the health of the tri-county area and establishes local policy relating to population-based 

services in Ferry, Pend Oreille, and Stevens Counties. 

 

 


