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Overview

• Rulemaking Background

• Proposed Rule Changes 

• Rules Hearing Public Testimony

• Summary of Written Comments 

• Board Member Discussion and Possible Action

2



Local Board of Health Composition
RCW 43.20.300

• Requires the Board to adopt rules for the appointment of non-elected 

members to Local Boards of Health (LBOH)

• These rules (chapter 246-90 WAC) must: 

• Be fair and unbiased; and 

• When possible, ensure LBOH membership includes balanced 

representation of elected officials and non-elected people with diverse 

expertise and lived experience

• The Board first adopted these rules in 2021 as required by Engrossed 

second substitute House bill (ES2HB) 1152 (Chapter 205, Laws of 2021). 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-90&full=true
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1152-S2.SL.pdf?q=20260322171545
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1152-S2.SL.pdf?q=20260322171545


ESHB 1946: Clarifying Tribal Membership on LBOH 
(Chapter 260, Laws of 2025) 

Modifies the Appointment of Tribal Representatives

• Tribal governments and Urban Indian Health organizations will now appoint their own representatives to 

local boards of health (LBOHs).

• Previously, representatives were appointed by the American Indian Health Commission (AIHC). 

Directs the State Board of Health to Update Chapter 246-90 WAC 

• Establishing timelines for modifying LBOH membership. 

• Deadline for adopting updated rules: July 27, 2026. 

Sets an Interim Timeline for LBOH Membership Changes 

• Until the Board updates its rules, LBOHs must update their membership within 60 days after being 

notified of a Tribal representative’s appointment.

• LBOHs must maintain a balance of elected and non-elected members when Tribal representatives are 

added to their membership. 

4



What is NOT Included in ESHB 1946 or 
SBOH Rulemaking

The following are outside the scope of ESHB 1946 and the State Board of 

Health’s current rulemaking directive:

• Tribal government outreach processes

• Determining which Indian Reservations, Tribal trust lands, or Urban 

Indian Health organizations fall within each county

• Changing or maintaining the size of an LBOH

• Filling vacancies or addressing quorum issues

• Modifying the selection process for non-elected members

• Changing LBOH exemption criteria

ESHB 1946 clarifies how Tribal representatives are appointed to LBOH and 

establishes a timeline for modifying LBOH membership.
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Rule Development 

• Prior to rulemaking, Board staff:

• Learned about the legislation history by listening to the American Indian Health Commission (AIHC), 

State Legislators, and Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials (WSALPHO)

• Developed and updated resources

• Overview of Rulemaking (1-page summary)

• Engagement Handout (1-page informational sheet)

• Frequently Asked Questions Document (FAQ) 

• Map of Counties, Local Health Jurisdictions, Tribal Lands, and Urban Indian Organizations

• During the rulemaking, engagement and outreach included:

• A Dear Tribal Leader Letter sent to announce the CR101 filing and to invite collaboration

• Regular connections with AIHC, WSALPHO, health jurisdictions and local boards of health staff, and 

Tribal representatives currently serving on local boards of health

• An informal comment period on draft rules in preparation for a CR102 filing

• Additional follow-up with Tribes and the Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs
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https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20One-pager%20v3.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/LBOHTribal%20Rep%20%28ESHB%201946%29%20One-pager%20v3.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/Info%20Sheet%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/Info%20Sheet%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/FAQ%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/FAQ%20%28ESHB%201946%29.pdf
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/animate/wa-counties-reservations-trusts.html
https://sboh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/animate/wa-counties-reservations-trusts.html


Proposed Rule Changes

WAC 246-90-005 Purpose, scope, and applicability of chapter

• Makes minor clarifying edits to Sections 2 and 3

• Clarifies in Section 3 that the rule applies to the inclusion of Tribal representatives on local boards of 

health, as required by ESHB 1946 (Chapter 260, Laws of 2025)

WAC 246-90-010 Definitions

• Updates the definition of nonelected members to clearly include advanced practice registered nurses, 

as required by ESHB 1946

• Adds a definition of “Tribal representative” consistent with ESHB 1946

WAC 246-90-015 Local boards of health—Nonelected members

• Adds new language to Section 2 to implement the requirements of ESHB 1946

• Specifies when a tribal representative is added to the LBOH, the county legislative authority or board(s) 

of county commissioners (as applicable), must:

• Modify its membership within 90 days when a Tribal representative is added; and

• Notify the American Indian Health Commission (AIHC) when a Tribal representative is appointed

• Makes minor wording edits to Section 4 to improve clarity
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Rules Hearing 

Verbal Public 

Comment
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Summary of Written Comment

• The written public comment period was open from April 20 to May 20 at midnight.

• No written comments received as of May 20, 2026.
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Recommended Board Actions

• The Board adopts the proposed updates to chapter 246-90 WAC, Local Board of Health Membership as 

published in WSR 26-09-104, with any revisions agreed upon at today’s meeting. The Board directs staff to 

file a CR-103, Order of Adoption, and establish an effective date for the rules. 

OR 

• The Board continues discussion of the possible adoption of the proposed amendments to chapter 246-90 

WAC, as published in WSR 26-09-104, for its next meeting. 



THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 

at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 

1111



ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to 

people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and 

activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA. 

We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like 

to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you 

cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to 

report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and 

describe the following details in your message:

• The nature of the accessibility needs

• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access

• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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